
Wouldn’t it be nice if a trip to the 
grocery store meant simply walking 
out your front door? For residents of 
Lyons Place I and Hoover Place, that 
scenario has become reality thanks to 
the Dayton Foodbank.
Monthly since June, a mobile pantry 
has visited the low-income senior 
apartment homes – bringing with it 
4,000-pounds of food to each build-
ing free of charge – thanks to a 
coordinated effort between St. Mary 
Service Coordinator Erin Summers 
and the Foodbank.
      “This is a way for us to bring 
food to senior housing located in  
areas where there are no pantries and 
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�LV�GLIÀFXOW�µ� 
said Andy Macy, mobile pantry  
coordinator. “The events have always 
been great and we really like it that 
we’re able to provide food to people 
ZKR�PLJKW�RWKHUZLVH�VWUXJJOH�µ

      At its inception June 30 in the 
parking lot of Lyons Place I, Erin 
said that more than 55 residents 
VLJQHG�XS�IRU�D�FKDQFH�WR�´VKRSµ�IRU�
items such as produce, breads and 
baked goods. 
      Girded by groceries as she  
perused for produce, resident 
Marianne Goens was very  
appreciative of the Foodbank’s visit.
      “This saves us time on having to 
go out and shop and it also saves on 
RXU�SXUVH�µ�VKH�VDLG�SOHDVDQWO\�
 India Rutledge beamed as she 
deftly maneuvered a push cart full 
of grapes, oranges, pears, bananas 
and baked goods away from the 
makeshift grocery and toward her 
apartment.
      “Lord yes, you save a lot of  
money by not having to go to the 
JURFHU\�VWRUH�µ�VKH�UHVSRQGHG�
when asked if she welcomed the 
Foodbank’s arrival. “I hope they 
come on a regular basis, this is  
fantastic for seniors. It gives us food 
WR�HDW�XQWLO�RXU�FKHFNV�JHW�KHUH�µ
      More than 37% of those served 
by   St. Mary have incomes of 
$10,000 or less per year. Programs 
coordinated by St. Mary’s Resident 
Services Department provide for 
many of the basic needs of seniors. 
In a 2014 Resident Satisfaction 
Survey, 16% of residents reported 
going hungry at least a few times per 
month, with 7% experiencing hunger 
almost daily.
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 Lyons Place I residents consider the 
variety of offerings brought before them 
by the Dayton Foodbank during a recent 
visit. The Foodbank makes monthly 
stops on the Hoover campus, bringing 
with them thousands of pounds of food 
to distribute to low-income residents free 
of charge.

Hungry residents get fresh produce  
and other food
If Residents can’t make it to the grocery, then the grocery 
makes it to them

• Completed 12 senior cottage apartments  
   for seniors on the St. Mary Hoover  
   campus. These affordable apartments  
   are so popular that more than 50 potential   
   residents applied to move in!

• During the three-month period of  
   June-August, the total cost savings to  
   590 residents who received 3,108  
   services exceeded $215,000.

• St. Mary connected 67 residents to  
   benefits, insurance and assistance such  
   as Medicaid, utilities/energy assistance,  
   rental assistance, food stamps and  
   prescription benefits resulting in a cost  
   savings to the residents of more  
   than $73,000.

• St. Mary connected 532 residents to  
   food/meal programs that provided a  
   savings of more than $70,000 and linked  
   them to multiple types of transportation  
   that created a savings for residents in  
   excess of $6,500. 

• A Resident Satisfaction Survey was  
   administered in September at St. Mary  
   residential communities. Results will help  
   determine supportive services offerings  
   to residents.

Real Estate Development

Resident Services



      One unforeseen circumstance 
can thrust your life into a tailspin. 
That’s what happened to Chris and 
Stacy (Johnson) Leonard when 
Chris unexpectedly lost his job  
earlier this year.
      Surviving on a single paycheck 
proved daunting for the couple and 
their three youngest children. As 
a result, the family was forced to 
vacate their Trotwood residence to 
commence on a nomadic lifestyle 
of sorts. Since the beginning of 
June, the quintet has made a week-
ly makeshift residence out of  
various hotel rooms in the area.
The family was referred to  
St. Mary and service coordinator  
Erin Summers who had but a single 
thought after delving further into 
 the matter.
      “These people needed to be 
housed now,” she explained.
With assistance from Daniel Parks 
of the Miller Valentine Group and 
Dayton Single Family Homes, Erin 
located a residence in East Dayton 
that would be close to where the 
children attend school.
      “It was perfect for them,” said 
Erin. “They were at their wits’ end. 
They were struggling but we 
weren’t going to let that stop them 
from being housed.”

      A concerted effort between a 
number of agencies coordinated 
by Erin including area pantries 
and Montgomery County Children 
Services, made the families’  
dream a reality. They helped with 
furnishing, utilities and even  
assisted with the security deposit 
DQG�SURUDWHG�ÀUVW�PRQWK·V�UHQW�RQ�
the house.
      Chris is again gainfully  
employed and now the family  
has a home of its own. The sudden  
transition has had an emotional 
effect.
      “Thank you isn’t enough,” 
Stacy barely managed to utter as 
her eyes welled with tears. “I never 
thought we’d be in this situation. 
Having someone try to help you is 
a big deal. Erin has been so kind 
and patient through this whole  
process. She is a sweetheart.”
       As you can well imagine, 
ÀYH�SHRSOH�LQ�D�VLQJOH�KRWHO�URRP�
makes for cramped quarters. When 
asked what she looks forward to 
most about moving into their new 
place, Stacy’s answer was as suc-
cinct as it was expected.
      “Space and privacy,” she 
smiled brightly.

“Thank you isn’t enough”

Our mission
St. Mary Development Corporation  
is a faith-based non-profit  
organization, called by God to  
create sustainable affordable housing 
for those in need. We work toward the 
day when all residents — especially  
the economically disadvantaged —
have a decent, affordable place to  
live and become part of a community. 
We accomplish this through real  
estate development and management; 
supportive housing services; and  
community revitalization initiatives.

President:
   Tim Bete 
   P: 937-277-8149 ext. 210 
   Email: tbete@smdcd.org

Make a gift
We depend on donors, like you, to  
support our mission and help us  
continue to achieve the type of  
success stories featured in this  
issue of Progress Report. St. Mary  
Development Corporation is a  
501(c)(3) non-profit organization,  
so your charitable donation is tax  
deductible to the extent allowed  
by law.

Please make checks payable to:
St. Mary Development Corporation 
Attn: Tim Bete 
2160 E. Fifth Street 
Dayton, OH 45403

Make an online donation  
at: www.StMaryDevelopment.org

Your donation helps seniors  
living right here, in our 
community.  Thanks for being  
part of our ministry!
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Family moves into East Dayton residence after spending months  
living in hotel rooms

Stacy and Chris Leonard 
prepare to enter their East 
Third Street residence for 
the first time as occupants 
of the property



      While it may seem odd that a 
man with a colorful nickname like 
“Admiral Dinghy” should take up 
residence in landlocked Ohio,  
he’s actually traveled a rather  
circuitous route back to his home  
at Biltmore Towers.
������(DVLO\�LGHQWLÀDEOH�ZLWK�KLV�ORQJ��
white tresses and horn-rimmed 
glasses, Daryl Colinot (the name  
RQ�KLV�ELUWK�FHUWLÀFDWH��UHÁHFWHG� 
UHFHQWO\�RQ�KLV�OLIH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK� 
adventure while situated in his 
apartment high atop the Biltmore 
offering breathtaking views of the 
city. He once had a similar view 
from the building’s exterior while 
dressed as the Caped Crusader – but 
that comes later.
      Beset by a recent series  
RI�KHDOWK�LVVXHV�DQG�ÀQDQFLDO� 
misfortunes, the septuagenarian by 
his own admission was reduced to 
pauper’s status and in need of some 
resources to assist him through a 
GLIÀFXOW�SHULRG��6W��0DU\�VHUYLFH�
coordinator Natalynne Baker helped 
Daryl sign up for food stamps, 
0HGLFDLG��KRPH�GHOLYHUHG�PHDOV��
and saw to it that he received a 
shower chair, walker and in-home 
nursing care after suffering a stroke 
and subsequently being hit by a car.
      “He’s back on his feet and has 
UHERXQGHG�ZHOO�µ�6W��0DU\�6HUYLFH�
Coordinator Natalynne Baker said 
admiringly. “He’s always positive 
and his energy is awesome.”
      Originally from the Vandalia 
DUHD��'DU\O�MRLQHG�WKH�8�6��1DY\�
in 1959, saw the world, learned to 
dance and came back to Dayton 

after his four-year stint. He opened 
D�FOXE�FDOOHG�7KH�0RUJXH�VKRUWO\�
upon his return and that resulted in 
KLV�ÀUVW�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�%LOWPRUH�
Tower. As a publicity stunt, he 
loaded a number of his employees 
dressed as monsters into a moving 
van and drove to the historic tower. 
Costumed as Batman, Daryl exited 
D����ÁRRU�ZLQGRZ�DQG�VFDOHG�GRZQ�
the building’s exterior using only  
a rope.
      “I was a bit of a publicity 
hound,” the tireless self-promoter 
DGPLWWHG��6W��0DU\�HYHQ�KHOSHG�
Daryl when his pet cat wasn’t  
doing so well. Natalynne procured 
funds to pay for the medical care of 
'DU\O·V�ÀUVW�PDWH�²�KLV�FDW�+DUUDK��
Harrah, who has accompanied 
Admiral Dinghy on many of his 
sea-going adventures, suffered from 
swollen and bleeding paws. Daryl 
was unable to foot the $350 price 
tag to care for the furry feline, so 
Natalynne resourcefully engaged 
donors who quickly covered the 
cost for care.
      “Natalynne has a lot of energy 
and is very informative,” Daryl said. 
´6KH�KDV�D�YHU\�SOHDVDQW�SHUVRQDOLW\�
and gets things done. Harrah and I 
are doing very well now.”

This year, St. Mary established its own 
Facebook page and the response has 
been tremendous. More than 4,000 
people from the Dayton area follow 
us on Facebook and you can, too, to 
get the latest news about how your 
donations impact our seniors. 
https://www.facebook.com/
StMaryDev

Also, through a partnership  
with iDonate, St. Mary accepts  
donations of electronics, 
jewelry, vehicles and furniture.  
For more information, visit:  
Donate.StMaryDevelopment.org.

“Harrah and I  
  are doing very    
  well now”

  

After a life abroad, Daryl Colinot has 
come back home to his roots. St. Mary 
service coordinator Natalynne Baker 
has helped the Biltmore resident in 
many ways, including pooling together 
resources to find funding for medical 
care for Daryl’s cat, Harrah
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Follow St. Mary 
Development 
through  
social media
New Donation options now Admiral Dinghy returns home 

for his latest adventure

Besides monetary gifts, the site  
allows visitors to make donations 
of items such as electronics, jewelry, 
vehicles and furniture as well 

St. Mary has entered into the  
social networking age with  
the introduction of its own 
Facebook page. 



Usually I use this space to share a story about one of our  
residents. Instead, I thought it would be nice for you to  
hear directly from some of our seniors. Each year we  
conduct a survey to see how our seniors are doing and how 
we can serve them better. Here are some of the comments  
ZH�UHFHLYHG��:LWKRXW�\RXU�ÀQDQFLDO�DQG�SUD\HU�VXSSRUW�� 
we wouldn’t be able to help our seniors in need!
“My Service Coordinator is a good, understanding person. 
She has helped me a lot. She knows who to go to get the  
information needed to help us.”
“Having a kind, concerned, informed Service Coordinator 
available gives one a sense of comfort and certainly enhances 
the quality of living.”
“Thank you for looking after us.”
“I appreciate help when I need it and I am glad for those that 
are there for others that are lonely and sick.”
“Thanks for giving me my great apartment.”
“I enjoy my new apartment and neighbors.”
“I thank God every day for my Service Coordinator.”
“I am very happy and proud to have someone like Erin and 
Bianca in the building to help.”
“I love living here!”
“Thank you for being here for us.”
´,�DEVROXWHO\�ÀQG�WKLV�VHUYLFH�IDQWDVWLF�µ

“When I moved in, I didn’t have anything. My Service 
Coordinator arranged for me to receive a $220 voucher to 
purchase a sofa, chair, coffee table and TV. I didn’t have 
enough to get a bed but she managed to get me one.”
“Thank you for your concern about us here!”
“Why couldn’t you folks hire more Service Coordinators?”
That last question is a great one. We don’t have enough 
Service Coordinators to meet the needs of all our seniors. 
Many continue to struggle.  As we’re able to raise more 
funds, we hope to be able to help more of our seniors.  
Every donation makes a huge difference in the life of a  
needy senior. Would you help us today by sending a  
donation in the enclosed envelope or making an online  
gift at www.StMaryDevelopment.org?

Thank you and God bless,

Tim Bete
President
tbete@smdcd.org

1   > “Hungry residents get fresh produce and other food”

2   > “Thank you isn’t enough”

3   > “Harrah and I are doing very well now”

4   > “Follow St. Mary Development through social media”

2160 E. 5th Street
Dayton, OH 45403

i n s i d e . . .

Grand Place residents fill out the 
survey during a monthly resi-
dent services meeting

1RQ�3UR¿W�2UJ�
8�6��3RVWDJH
PAID

'D\WRQ��2+
3HUPLW�������

We work toward the day  
when all residents of southwest  
Ohio — especially the economically  
disadvantaged — have a decent,  
affordable place to live and  
become part of a community. 


