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Get all the best Tasty Recipes in your inbox! Sign up for the Tasty newsletter today! Tatsuro Kiuchi for Reader's DigestI heard this story from a girl I met in New York City. The girl told me that she had been one of the participants. Since then, others have said that they had heard a version of it in some forgotten book or been told it by an acquaintance who
said it had actually happened to a friend. Probably the story is one of the mysterious pieces of folklore that emerge from the national subconscious with a few years a few years, to be told anew in one form or another. The casting of characters shifts; the message persists. I like to think it happened, somewhere, sometime. They were going to Fort Lauderdale
— three boys and three girls— and when they boarded the bus, they carried sandwiches and wine in paper bags, dreaming of golden beaches and seawater when the gray cold in New York disappeared behind them. As the bus passed through New Jersey, they noticed Vingo. He sat in front of them, wearing a plain, ill-fitting suit, never moving, his dusty face
masking his age. Well into the night, outside Washington, the bus pulled into a Howard Johnson's, and everyone got off except Vingo. The youth began to wonder about him, trying to imagine his life: Maybe he was a sea captain, a fugitive from his wife, an old soldier who goes home. When they went back to the bus, one of the girls sat next to him and
introduced himself. We're going to Florida, she says brightly. I hear it's beautiful. It is, he said, as if to remember something he had tried to forget. Would you like some wine? she said. He smiled and took a sip. He thanked her and withdrew again in his silence. She went back to the others, and Vingo nodded in her sleep. In the morning, the girl sat with Vingo
again, and after some time he told his story. He had been in prison in New York for the last four years, and now he was going home. Are you married? I don't know, i don't know. You don't know? she asked. When I was in the can, I wrote to my wife, he says. I told her That I would be gone for a long time and that if she couldn't stand it, if the kids kept askin'
questions, if it hurt too much, well, she could just forget about me. I'd understand. Get a new guy, I said— she's a wonderful woman, really something—and forget about me. I told her she didn't have to write or nothing. And she didn't. Not for three and a half years. And you're going home now without knowing? Yes, he said shyly. Well, last week, when I was
sure that parole was coming through, I wrote her again. We used to live in Brunswick, just before Jacksonville and there's a big oak tree just as you come into town. I told her that if she was going to take me back, she'd put a yellow handkerchief on the tree, and I'd get off and come home. If she didn't want to forget it – no handkerchief, and I would move on.
Wow,the girl said. Wow. She told the others, and soon all of them were in it, caught up in the approach of Brunswick, looking at the pictures Vingo showed them of his wife and three child-woman handsome in a normal way, the children still unshaven in the cracked, highly-handled snapshots. Now they were 20 miles from Brunswick, and the youngsters took
over window seats on the right side, waiting to approach the large oak tree. The bus had a dark, subdued atmosphere, full of silence of absence and lost years. Vingo stopped looking, tightening his face in the ex-con mask, as if fortifying himself against yet another disappointment. Then Brunswick was ten miles, and then five. Then, suddenly, all the youths
were up and out of their seats, screaming and screaming and crying, doing small dances of cheers. Everyone except Vingo.Vingo sat there stunned, looking at the oak. It was covered with yellow handkerchiefs—20 of them, 30 of them, perhaps hundreds, a tree that stood like a banner of welcoming billowing in the wind. When the youths screamed, the old
cow got up from his seat and made his way to the front of the bus to go home. Jan-Miko/ShutterstockIt is a common misconception that the frozen continent at the South Pole had no time zones. But as we know from the scientific stations located in different parts of the massive ice shelf, there are nine different time zones used in Antarctica. This is america's
trivia your teacher never taught you. Andrew-Mayovskyy/ShutterstockYou may think that Russia and Turkey are the only two countries located in two continents. But according to geologists, the border between Asia and Europe is the Caucasus watershed, which means that the border also cuts through Georgia, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan. katjen /
ShutterstockIf you want to start an argument between New Yorkers and New Jerseyans, raise this contentious issue. Although the U.S. Geological Survey has placed Liberty Island in New York's 8th Congressional District, the island actually lives in New Jersey's waters, and is much closer to Jersey's mainland than New York's. Check out more wacky facts
about the Statue of Liberty. Andrei-Nekrassov /ShutterstockIt's what it always said in our geography books, so this myth is quite pervasive. But if you consider, as many studies do, the tributaries, several canals of a river, and cutoffs that eliminate longer river bends, the Amazon River knocks out the Nile nowadays with a whisker-4,345 miles to 4,258. Most
people get these U.S. government facts wrong. Can you beat the odds?  marekuliasz/Shutterstock Mississippi may have Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn. But despite that fiction, the Missouri River has this fact: At 2,341 miles, it's 139 miles longer than mighty Mississippi. it was until 1959, when Alaska became a state and took over the title. How? The
Aleutian Islands of Alaska cross the 180th meridian, which means that the islands on the far side of the line are technically in the most remote eastern longitudes in the world. And the islands on this side of the line also make Alaska our westernmost state as well. pio3/ShutterstockThe Florida Keys is a picturesque haven for tourists flocking to the
southernmost geographic marker in Key West. But it's the southernmost continental point. Hawaii, in fact, reaches down almost to the 21st latitude, just 1,465 miles from the equator. See if you can pass this geography quiz. It's much harder than you'd think. Wut. ANUNAI/ShutterstockIt would be completely wrong. Hawaiians don't swap their watches like
most of the mainland. And Arizona chooses not to recognize DST either. And to complicate things further, the Navajo tribal lands in Arizona recognize the time change. So when in Arizona, check your bus schedules carefully. Andrey-Armyagov/ShutterstockSorry to disappoint all of you Nordic scientists, but the Kingdom of Norway is only the fourth
northernmost nation. Russia, Canada and Greenland all reach closer to the North Pole, with Greenland's Coffee Club Island as the world's northernmost country. Bruce-Beck/ShutterstockAgain, Mt. Whitney rose above all the other peaks in the country until Alaska joined the Union. Now Alaska has the 10 mountains in the country, the highest being Denali
(formerly Mt. McKinley) at 20,310 feet. Michael-Urmann/ShutterstockSure, Nat King Cole made Route 66 famous with his song about The highway that's the best. But while its name was easier to rhyme (getting your kicks on Route 66), Route 66 or its modern counterpart I-40, fades next to Route 20, which runs coast to coast for 3,365 miles from Boston to
Newport, Oregon. Don't miss these must-see attractions you can only see on Route 66. pisaphotography/ShutterstockIt sounds true. After all, the whole state will stand out into the sea, so it's nothing but coast, right? Yes, but according to the Congressional Research Service, Alaska has 6,640 miles of coastline compared to the Sunshine State's 1,350.
Bottom line: Alaska covers a lot of real estate. Sorin-Colac/ShutterstockOnce at a time that was true. But according to a 2016 census estimate, Wyoming has the fewest residents, with just under 586,000, ranking the No. 50 in state populations. Vermont comes after that with about 625,000, while Alaska is 48th, with nearly 742,000 residents.
quietbits/ShutterstockMaybe it's just our American pride in the bridge that's the gateway to New York Harbor, but it's not even close to being the world's longest. The honor goes to the Danyang-Kunshan Grand Bridge in Beijing, China, which stretches a stunning 102.4 miles as it carries the Beijing-Shanghai Railway. In case you're wondering, Verrazano
comes in at No. 149 on the list. Songquan-Deng/ShutterstockIt may be the nation's capital of the amusement park, but Orlando is not the capital of Florida. That would be Tallahassee, near the Florida-Georgia line. Why such an out-of-the-way site? It was chosen because it was about halfway between St. Augustine and Pensacola, which had been the
capitals of the Spanish territories of eastern Florida and western Florida. Can you answer these stumpers from the NationalGeography Bee? Muan-Sibero/ShutterstockKrakatoa, East of Java is the title of an exciting film about the 1883 eruption that caused the loudest sound ever heard on Earth. The problem is that the volcano is off the west coast of Java.
Didn't anyone check this out before they shot a whole movie about it? khlongwangchao / ShutterstockDiscussing this will cause arguments and has even caused war in that part of the world, and has been for many years. At this point, India, Pakistan and the People's Republic of China all claim parts of the region, and there is no agreed border.
Anton_Ivanov/ShutterstockWell, this is right. But it's also wrong, as there are four different south poles on the continent: the geographic south pole (where the Earth's axis intersects the earth's crust), the inaccessible South Pole (where Antarctica is furthest from the shoreline), the geomagnetic South Pole (where the geomagnetic field intersects the earth's
surface) and the Magnetic South Pole (where the Earth's magnetic field cuts the crust). To further confuse you, due to magnetic operation, the magnetic south pole is constantly moving. Yunsun_Kim/ShutterstockNot even close. Russia is a massive 6,602,000 square miles, so large that it has 10 time zones. Canada is a distant second with 3,855,000 square
miles, but with six time zones of its own, there is a long gap in time between Vancouver in the west and St. John's in Newfoundland. You probably never knew these facts about each of the 50 states. Jakl-Lubos/ShutterstockSwitzerland's picturesque peak may be the most visually striking mountain in the world, but it's nowhere near being the tallest in Europe.
For that you have to look to Russia's Mt. Elbrus, which rises to 18,510 meters in the Caucasus Mountains near the border with Georgia. Imran-Ashraf/ShutterstockToronto is Canada's financial and media, boasting some of the country's most impressive cultural icons. So does major league baseball. The only thing it doesn't have is the capital of the country,
which is a four-hour drive away in Ottawa, which in 2016 was ranked as the best place to live in Canada by MoneySense. Moobatto/ShutterstockHardly. Africa is a continent that contains a staggering 54 countries, each with its own languages, cultures and traditions. More and more Dark Continent is coming into Roman-Babakin/ShutterstockGeneva and
Zurich may have a reputation as world cultural centers, but the capital is actually Bern, the country's fifth largest city. It's worth a visit, if only because every international visitor is given a Toblerone chocolate bar as a welcome gift. Neirfy/ShutterstockPeople have always used Holland and the Netherlands interchangeably. But they're not the same. The
Netherlands has 12 provinces, including North Holland and South Holland. But since the country's major cities in Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and The Hague are in these provinces, people tend to just skip the details and mistakenly call the low-lying country of Holland. Everyone gets these U.S. government facts wrong. Do you know the right answers?
Francesco-Dazzi/ShutterstockWe are all familiar with Mercator Projections, the world maps from elementary school that extend the poles to gigantic proportions. As a result, Greenland looks huge on these maps, while Africa looks quite modest. In truth, it's not even close. Africa is 11,730,000 square miles, while Greenland covers only 836,300 square miles.
Alexey-Fedorenko/ShutterstockWe have a special relationship with the UK, so we should probably learn that these conditions are not interchangeable. The United Kingdom is a country comprising England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The UK is only part of it, especially the island which consists of England, Scotland and Wales. Dennis-van-de-
Water/ShutterstockMaybe it's the fact that Spanish is the island's main language that makes picturesque Puerto Rico seem like a foreign country. But in fact, it is an American territory. But that could change in the future, as voters turned down a chance at a state in 2012, and they will vote again on June 11, 2017. Keep your eyes open. Check out these
places which have unfortunately been destroyed by tourists. Standret/ShutterstockIt its name is the small island nation in the North Atlantic actually quite mild. Thanks to the warm North Atlantic current nearby, Iceland's coasts remain ice-free throughout the winter. Sure, there are glaciers, but there are also geyers and lots of volcanic activity, such as the
Eyjafjallajökull eruption of 2010, which threw so much ash into the air that it halted air travel through Europe for several days. Steven-Urquhart/ShutterstockWhen Americans think of Australia, they picture the Sydney Opera House or sydney olympics, so is it any wonder that we think the country's largest city is also its capital? The capital is actually the city of
Canberra, and it was elected in 1908 as a compromise between Sydney and its rival city of Melbourne. Igor-Grochev/ShutterstockThis used to be true, but in 1991 the capital was moved to Abuja. There were at least two advantages to moving: Abuja is near the center of the country, and it is the site of Wonderland, one of the country's first pleasures Now,
read up on these amazing facts your American history teacher probably never taught you. Originally published: 21 May 2020 2020
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