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The Spanish Society for Medieval English Language and Literature was basically created in a meeting that 
took place in December 1987, while the yearly conference of the Spanish Association for English and 
American Studies was being held in the midst of a rather interesting series of snowstorms at the University 
of León’s Campus de Vegazana. It was quite a pilgrimage to the site, because buses occasionally stopped 
running and some of us actually walked the mile and a half from the old town to the former Jesuits’ fields 
campus which resulted in quite an invigorating exercise. In any case, the motley group of academics 
gathered there decided, under the leadership of Professor Patricia Shaw, to lay the blueprint of Selim and 
have its first international conference at the University of Oviedo in September 1988. A learned society 
that some 35 years later is still with us, full of initiatives and activities, and whose first chair was professor 
Patricia Shaw (aka ‘Shaw Fairman’ -her official name as a Spaniard- and ‘Shaw de Urdiales’ as a result of 
the different stages of naturalisation and social hispanisation in her life). She chaired Selim from 1987 until 
her untimely death in 1998. 

Professor Shaw, by the way, was the first female university professor of English in Spain, and the third 
in seniority of this academic area once she passed her state exams in 1966. She chose the University of 
Barcelona at that time, where she was also its first professor of English. Later, she moved to the University 
of Oviedo in the 1970-1971 academic year, where she remained as the chair of English until 1998, although 
the 1983 Universities Law that created Departments caused that English was somewhat curiously linked 
to French and German studies in 1985. At the University of Oviedo, she was also the first female professor 
of the Philological branch of its Arts Faculty. And before her long and distinguished University career she 
was secondary education catedrática (1959-1966), the first among the first ever catedráticos of secondary 
education specialised in English in the Spanish education system, which were created that year, examined 
in Madrid in June, and started teaching in September in the Institutos to which they had been sent by the 
Government. 

As you see, she pioneered English studies in Spain in many aspects in times that were not particularly 
easy: she was among the first group of secondary education catedráticos, and also among the very first group 
of university professors of English in the rather musty Spanish Universities of the mid-late 1960’s. She 
was also among the founding members of the Spanish Association for English and American Studies (AEDEAN, 
created in 1976), and its chair 1979-1983. Professor Shaw was also the honorary chair of the Spanish Society 
for English Renaissance Studies (SEDERI, 1990-1998). 

But let us point out that she was especially fond of Selim, and that among the subjects she taught in 
Oviedo, at least in the period 1973-1997, was, no doubt, Medieval English Literature, a subject in the fifth 
year (1973-1984), and then in the third year (1984-1997). The first volume of her Complete Works, edited 
by Selim and the University of Oviedo gathered her Medieval Studies in 2000. By and by, among the more 
than thirty PhD theses she supervised, eight of them are on English Medieval and Renaissance topics. 
Not bad all together. 

It is therefore most fitting and appropriate that this Memorial Lecture instituted by Selim is to be named 
after her because her expertise and scholarship should be an example to us all. 
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