
Timeline Project: A Timeline of the History of the Global 
Injustice You are Researching  

 

Timeline Assignment – 

 
Based on your research on your topic, put together a timeline of events, trends, factors, 
causes that you believe were instrumental in the development of the problem you are 
researching as it exists today. This timeline is your argument or your "narrative"/ version 
of why  and how this issue started.  

As you develop your timeline, consider how the following categories may have shaped 
the problem: 

• Technology/Industry; Political/Legislative; Financial/Economic; 
Social/Cultural; Business/Labor; Science/Cutting-Edge Research 

As you develop your timeline, please make sure that you: 

1. Include AT LEAST 5 historical events/trends/factors/causes.  By history, we 
mean within the last 50 years. Please do not go further than 50 years back! 
Annotate each event/trend/factor/cause with 2 sentences or so. (That is, you 
should answer the following questions: Why is this important? What’s the 
connection between this addition on your timeline and the problem as it 
currently exists?)  

2.  With an MLA-style parenthetical citation (author’s name), cite which source 
alerted you to this event/trend/factor/cause 

3.  Demonstrate, wherever possible, how one event put another event into 
motion (like a flow chart). Note (somehow) which events/trends span months, 
years, or even decades. 

4. Write up: Write a short analysis of your timeline. This could be your "speech" 
portion where you explain what is on your time. Why do you believe this is 
the "story" behind the issue? This is a persuasive project.  Write your 
analysis/speech in standard MLA style with an introduction, body and 
conclusion. Approximately 300 words. This written portion can be the second 
page of the timeline or it can be added as a Google Link on your timeline.  



5. Be creative! Include photos or illustrations or animations. This is a multimodal 
project. Have fun!  

6. You can also download nifty timeline software from the following websites: 
https://time.graphics/editor (or even using Microsoft Word or PowerPoint) 

 Here are some sample timelines:
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