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Chicago. About everyday mathematics. It's this IT pilot fish's first job from college, and the company he works for has just hired a new VP of sales and marketing from a major computer vendor. To motivate us and make a big splash, he had T-shirts made that said 5280+ 1 on the front, and go the extra mile! on the back, says fish. We all got one at an allhands meeting. There, in front of 130 of my peers and bosses, I pointed out, '5,280 is the number of feet in a mile, so really, this shirt says 'Go the extra foot!' Dead silence from my comrades, after a collective gasp at my audacity to point out the obvious. The new VP laughed, I'm from marketing! We can't do math!' Luckily, everyone else laughed with him. Do
the math with Sharky. Send me your true story about IT life on sharky@computerworld.com. A story equals a snazzy Shark shirt if I use it. Comment on today's story on Sharky's Google+ community, and read thousands of great old stories in Sharkives.Get your daily dose of out-takes from IT Theater of the Absurd delivered directly to your inbox. Subscribe
now to the Daily Shark Newsletter. Copyright © 2017 IDG Communications, Inc. Skip to content Add fun and in this important topic and soon you will hear I love math. Math. Children naturally love to count, sort, make puzzles, and discover patterns. But when these activities get labeled mathematics, with daily doses of supplement, multiplication, fractions,
and long division, many children lose both confidence and interest. The standardized math tests that start in fourth grade only add to the challenge, experts say. To make sure they are prepared, schools tend to introduce students to complex problems before they have mastered the basics. No wonder so many find the topic frustrating – or that math scores
among children in the United States have declined compared to students in other countries. It's important that young kids be math savvy, so they don't be intimidated when the curriculum accelerates and becomes more challenging, said Patricia Clark Kenschaft, PhD, author of Math Power: How to Help Your Child Love Math, Even If You Don't. To make sure
it happens, do not schedule daily half-hour exercises, which will just turn off your child. Instead, find ways to make it fun. To boost his 8-year-old son Jake's mathematical skills, Beth Brody, a mother from Stockton, New Jersey, has him circle things that he wants to buy in catalogs. When he's done, she asks him to add up the total cost. Jake's challenge? To
figure out which items he must remove from his wish list to get under $100. Give it a try! You can even let your child use a calculator – even if he doesn't make the supplement himself, you're still promoting math literacy. To strengthen your child's money skills, create a pretend store that sells some of her favorite things. Give her a budget and some real
money to spend (you want her to learn the relative value of coins and bills too). Put prices, and if you want to make it even more interesting throw some coupons into the mix. Challenge her to stay within budget while shopping. When she's done, change the place and let her be the cashier. Kitchen tools provide a great opportunity to teach your child about
fractions. Ask your junior chef for help with dinner, but instead of scooping out a cup of rice, show him how three a third cups equal a cup. Use a measuring cup to explain that three-eighths are less than one half, even if it sounds like more. Showing him how to follow recipes will also help with math literacy – and feeling comfortable with numbers will help
make abstract concepts more concrete. Explain how to tell time gives your child more than just a life skill. It also gets him involved with addition, subtraction, and fractions. Make sure you have at least one clock in the house that is not digital. Turn exercise into a game: Call out times - ask your child to move their hands to their proper position, then add or
subtract minutes and hours. In order to raise the stakes, change the and let him call out the time, warn him that you will make mistakes on purpose that he must catch. Adding fives and tots helps your child develop a sense of speech relationships and multiplication. Take advantage of downtime, such as car rides. You may want to start things and ask for help
when you get stuck. Look for mathematical possibilities wherever you are: In the supermarket, count cans of soup of groups of four and when you wait for a restaurant add and subtract sugar packets of threes. And don't forget patterns either. Look for things like geometric wallpaper, tiles - even bricks. They are all fodder for detecting interesting repetitions. If
you moan every time you have to tally a check, you might send a negative message. So when your class-schooler complains that he hates math, not commiserate by saying, Yes, me too. Instead, find out why your child feels this way. Maybe he was embarrassed because he didn't know the answer when his teacher called him. He can be intimidated by
multiplication tables, or conversely, he may be bored because the class is going too slowly. To change your child's attitude, remind him of all the important things math is used for. It determines winners in board games and batting averages in baseball. Math measurements make sure that his favorite cookies turn out delicious every time. Also points out some
people with cool careers – astronaut, video-game programmer, scientist, race car driver – who use math formulas every day. While boys once far outscored girls on math tests, that's no longer the case. In fact, girls actually get higher math grades than boys in their early school years. Yet gender stereotypes persist, partly because men outnumber women in
mathematics and science. Parents are partly to blame for this difference. From a young age, boys are more likely to get toys that promote mathematical skills and spatial thinking (such as building blocks, Tinkertoys, and Lincoln Logs) than girls are. When their children are at school, moms and dads (and often school counselors and teachers) tend to
discourage their daughters from taking higher level math courses while pushing their sons to do so. This leads girls to lose confidence in their math abilities and to withdraw from the subject, according to an American Association of University Women study. We need to encourage girls to enjoy and excel in math, said Megan Franke, PhD, associate professor
of education at the University of California at Los Angeles. Games: Mancala (6+ years, $13; cardinalgames.com)What it teaches: Counting, Strategy Games: Dino Math Tracks (6+ years, $22; toys4minds.com)What it teaches: Position values, multi-digit additions and subtraction play: Uno (7+ years, $7; mattel.com)What it teaches: Number recognition, less
than and greater than, supplement Play: Pass the Pigs (7+ years, $14; fantasytoyland.com)What it teaches: Count, supplement, subtraction play: Blokus (6+ years , $30; educationalinsights.com)What it teaches: Geometry, skills, logic © Copyright. All rights reserved. Prints this link is to an external web site that may or may not meet the accessibility
guidelines. Guidelines.
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