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Community Energy Spring Gathering: Athens, May 2023

Back to the roots of (energy) democracy
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Today, we are living through a crisis with many faces: democratic backsliding,
inflation, the energy price crisis and increasing levels of energy poverty with
millions of people that cannot keep their homes warm this winter. This social and
economic crisis as well as the escalating climate crisis are converging and
delegitimizing the illusion of "stability" and "security” of a centralised fossil
fuel-based energy system. At the opposite end of this obsolete system, there is a
decentralised 100% renewable and just energy landscape driven by people and
their communities. All over Europe, citizens, SMEs, local authorities and other civil
society actors come together in "energy communities” to ensure locally anchored
ownership of renewable energy production facilities. They co-invest in clean
energy projects, thus collectively producing their own energy.

Driven by insecurity of our energy supply, many leaders - in and outside of
Europe - finally understand the need for a radical shift from the fossil fuel status
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quo to renewable energy. But if this shift mirrors past injustices (unfettered capital
accumulation, monopolies, social exclusion and degradation of sensitive
ecosystems), its positive impact may be dramatically reduced.

On 8-10 May in Athens, The European Federation of Energy Cooperatives
‘REScoop.eu’ and its member Electra Energy Cooperative are organising a
pan-European gathering of energy communities. How can citizens produce their
own energy collectively? How can energy communities promote gender equality
and fight energy poverty? These are some of the many topics that the three-day
Gathering will cover, through a programme tailored to different levels of expertise
and capabilities.
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REScoop.eu currently represents over 1900 energy cooperatives and 1,250,000
European citizens, demonstrating that Europe’s citizens are ready to "take energy
into their own hands". These millions of European citizens, organised in thousands
of cooperatives are proposing solutions from below and driving a movement that
is sweeping across Europe, from Greece to Sweden and from France to Bulgaria,
showing how the energy transition can - in fact - be green and fair for all!

Interested parties can register their intention to participate through the following
link: https://www.communityenergyspringgathering.eu/

Press Contacts

Greece, Balkans and South-East Europe

Chris Vrettos

Communications Manager, Electra Energy Cooperative
chris@electraenergy.coop

Europe

Sara Tachelet

Communications Manager, REScoop.eu
sara.tachelet@rescoop.eu


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMsTEQbahYg
https://www.communityenergyspringgathering.eu/
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AgATio TUtTOU

Maveupwnaiki Zuvdavrnon Evepyelakwy ZuveTaipiopwy: AORva,
Mdiog 2023
Miow orig pi{ec TN (evepyeiakng) dnuokpariag
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Alavuoupe pia tepiodo oAAATIAWY Kpioewv: N oAicBnon Tng dnuokpaTiag, n
OKPIBEIQ, N EVEPYEIAKN KPIOTN KAl TO QUEAVOUEVA ETUTIEDA EVEPYEIOKAG PTWXEING, KABWG
Kal N KaAtalouoa KAIPATIKY KPioN OUYKAIVOUV Kal AMOVOUIUOTIOIoUV ThV weudaioBnon
TNG «OTABEPOTNTAG» KAl «ATQPAAEING»> EVOC KEVTPOTIOINUEVOU EVEPYEIOKOU
OUCTAMATOG BACIOUEVOU OTA OPUKTA KAUCIUA. ZTOV avTiroda autou Tou
TIAPWYNUEVOU CUCTHUATOG TOTIOBETOUVTAI OI EVEPYEIOKEG KOIVOTNTEG. OI TEAEUTAIEG
ATOTEAOUV OUVETAIPIOPOUG, HECW TWV OTIOIWV TIONITEG, MIKPO-UECAIEG ETUXEIPAOEIG,
OTA ka1 GAAOI QOpPEIC TNG KOIVWVIAG TwV TIOAITWY UTTOPOoUV VO CUV-ETTEVOUCOUV O€
épya kaBapng evépyelag, apayovtag €101 cUANOYIKA Th OIKA Toug evépyeia. H
Maveupwrtaik OpooTmovdia Evepyeiakwy Zuvetaipiopwy REScoop.eu amapiBuei
XINIAOEG PEAN, AVTITIPOOWTIEVOVTAG TIAVW AT 1.250.000 Eupwrttaioug TOAITEG,
ATOdEIKVUOVTAG EUTPAKTA TIWG OI TIOAITEG TNG Eupwrng gival £Toiuol va «Ttdpouyv Thv
EVEPYEIQ OTA XEPIA TOUG>.

211G 8-10 Mdiou otnv ABARva n Koivwvikr ZuvetaipioTiki Emuxeipnon Electra
Energy Cooperative o€ cuvepyaaoia e Tnv REScoop.eu opyavwvouv pia
TIAVEUPWTIAIKT akadnuia eVEPYEIOKWY KOIVOTATWYV. MMw¢ UTopouv ol TIOAITES va
apdagouv TN OIKA Toug evépyeia GUAAOYIKE; MW UTTOPOUV 01 EVEPYEIAKESG KOIVOTNTEG
va TIPOWBNRooUV TNV EUPUAN 1I00TNTA KAl VA KATATIOAEUNOOUV TNV EVEPYEIOKH QTWXEIQ;
AuTEG gival Kamoleg atd TIG TTOANEG BepaTiKEG TTou Ba KAOAUWEI N TPIRUEPN akadnpia,
MEOW €VOG TIPOYPAUUATOS TIPOCAPOCEVO O€ DIAPOPETIKA £TtiTEdA £€€1diKELUONG KAl
OUVATOTATWV.
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Mropeite va Bpeite To TpowBNTIKS Bivieo TNG EKONAWONG £0W

21nv Eupwrin, 6rwg kai oTtov UttdAoITo KOG O, dlavUoUE [ia pICIKA
METAOTPOPN attd TO status qUO TwV OPUKTWV Kauaiuwv Tpog TIG AMNE. Av duwg n
METOOTPOQN auTr] UAoToINBEi e Toug 6poug Tou TTapPeABOVTOG (aTtPOOKOTITN
KEPOOPOPIA, UOVOTIWAIA, KOIVWVIKOG ATTOKAEIOUOG Kal uTtoBdduion euaiocdntwy
OIKOOUOTNPATWYV) TOTE EVOEXOUEVWG VA TIEPIOPIOTEI OPAPATIKA 0 BETIKOGS TNG
QVTIKTUTIOG. 2€ AUTI TNV TPEXOUOQ «JIATIPAYUATEUCT>» YIA TO UEAANOV TNG EVEPYEIAG
OUMMETEXOUV TTAEOV EKATOUMUPIO Eupwrtaiol TTOAITEG, opyavwpEVol O€ XINADES
OUVETAIPIOUOUG, TIPOTEIVOVTAG AUCEIG Ao Ta KATW. 'HON eKATOVTADES TTOAITES Kal
0ekadeg Aol o€ 6Aol TV EAAGDa Aeitoupyouv 1 BpiokovTal o€ diadikacia cuoTaong
EVEPYEIOKWY KOIVOTHTWV. TETOIOU €idOUG OUAdES Uag BonBdve va dlac@aAicoulE WG
N evepyelokn PeTaBaon Ba gival -ouolaoTIKA- Ttpdaoivn Kal dikain yia 6Aoug!

O1 evdIapepOEVOI/EG UTTOPOUV VA BNAWOCOUV TNV TIPOBECT CUUETOXAS TOUG UECW
TOU TIAPAKATW OUVOEToU: https:/ www.communityenergyspringgathering.eu/

YmeuBuvog Emikoivwviag yia Tnv EAAGda kai Ta BaAkavia: Xpriotog BpeTtdg
chris@electraenergy.coop

YmeuBuvn Emukoivwviog yia Eupwraikd Oéuara::
Sara Tachelet

Communications Manager, REScoop.eu
sara.tachelet@rescoop.eu


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMsTEQbahYg
mailto:chris@electraenergy.coop
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Useful Background Resources about Energy Communities

Are you interested in covering the Community Energy Spring Gathering as a
Jjournalist, and would like to deep dive into the concept of ‘community energy'?
The following resources will provide you a good overview:

[J We the Power (a catchy inspiring Patagonia produced documentary about
the growing community energy movement, demonstrating the advantages
to people and the planet that the clean energy transformation could bring.
The 30-minute video features the stories of community energy pioneers
from all over Europe.

[J An overview guide in g different languages on energy communities,
including best practises from across Europe

[J Success stories REScoop.eu (an overview of on the ground success stories
of community energy projects showing that people all over Europe are
accelerating the movement towards a cleaner and democratic system.

(O October success story: A growing citizen energy revolution in the Balkans

[J A short video illustrating how energy communities are pursuing a plurality
of goals other than profit.

[J A CE Delft study measuring the potential of energy communities to
influence the EU energy system:" CE Delft found out that half of all
European Union citizens could be producing their own electricity by 2050,
either individually or through an energy cooperative, meeting 45% of the
EU's energy demand”

[J YouGov study (about acceptance): A YouGov study commissioned by the
European Climate Foundation revealed a huge untapped interest in energy

cooperatives. Across Europe, 61% of those questioned said they would be
likely to join an energy cooperative if one was set up in their local area.

0J Energy bills impact : Most supply energy communities with their own

production sites sell their electricity based on production costs, instead of
on market prices. Thus, they offer members a stable price.



https://youtu.be/75A9WGxoUn8
https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-energy-a-practical-guide-to-reclaiming-power
https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/stories
https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/stories/october-success-story-a-growing-citizen-energy-revolution-in-the-balkans
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYH5qjdQbkE
https://cedelft.eu/publications/the-potential-of-energy-citizens-in-the-european-union/
https://cedelft.eu/publications/the-potential-of-energy-citizens-in-the-european-union/
https://cedelft.eu/publications/the-potential-of-energy-citizens-in-the-european-union/
https://cedelft.eu/publications/the-potential-of-energy-citizens-in-the-european-union/
https://europeanclimate.org/resources/europeans-support-new-wind-and-solar-projects-in-their-local-area/
https://europeanclimate.org/resources/europeans-support-new-wind-and-solar-projects-in-their-local-area/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/energy-crunch-belgium-drives-spike-demand-renewable-energy-cooperatives-2022-08-22/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/energy-crunch-belgium-drives-spike-demand-renewable-energy-cooperatives-2022-08-22/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/energy-crunch-belgium-drives-spike-demand-renewable-energy-cooperatives-2022-08-22/
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BEST PRACTICE GUIDE
FOR SOUTHEASHE-SEE
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From energy communities engaging in biofuels or solar PV and involving
vulnerable households, to a women's cooperative, to pioneers bringing together
a large variety of stakeholders, citizens in the Balkan region have started testing
renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies and adapting the concept
of community energy in their context, improving in this way their local
environment and livelihoods.

The guide covers topics such as stakeholder engagement, policy advocacy,
partnerships and networks, financing, and showcases examples of different
activities energy communities in the region engage in. It includes examples from
Albania, Croatia, Greece, Kosovo and Romania.

The guide further touches on how citizens in the Balkan region can build a
regional community energy network strengthening the European community
energy wave and reversing what has come to be known as “balkanisation”.


https://www.rescoop.eu/uploads/rescoop/downloads/EUCENA-Balkan-Best-Practice-Guide-EN.pdf
https://www.rescoop.eu/uploads/rescoop/downloads/EUCENA-Best-Practice-Guide-Balkans-GR.pdf
https://www.rescoop.eu/uploads/rescoop/downloads/EUCENA-Best-practice-guide-Albanian.pdf

