Free Printable Resources
for All Levels - The Series

For Teachers and Students (Ages 11 and Above)

Objective:
To enhance students’ ability to analyze and interpret
complex texts through close reading strategies,

promoting critical thinking, comprehension, and
text-based evidence usage.
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Close Reading Strateqies: Step-by-Step Guided Reading

Activities

Definition and Age Group: Close reading involves a meticulous analysis of a text to
uncover deeper meanings and structures. This strategy is typically introduced to students aged
11 and above, aligning with advanced reading levels.

Application for Students with Reading Delays: For students facing reading challenges,
close reading can be scaffolded by breaking texts into manageable sections and providing
guiding questions. This approach encourages repeated readings, fostering familiarity and
confidence. Utilizing assistive technologies, such as audiobooks or text-to-speech tools, can
further support comprehension by allowing students to hear and follow along with the text.

Benefits:
« Enhanced Comprehension: Deepens understanding of complex texts through
focused analysis.
« Critical Thinking Development: Encourages evaluation of an author's intent, word
choice, and argument structure.
« Improved Vocabulary: Exposure to sophisticated language within context aids

vocabulary acquisition.

Expected Reading Skills: Students are expected to interpret nuanced information,
understand implicit meanings, and critically evaluate content.

Remediation Plan: For students struggling at this level, focus on building background
knowledge and teaching specific analytical strategies. Utilize graphic organizers and question
prompts to guide their thinking process. Incorporating discussions and debates around the text

can also aid in comprehension and critical engagement.

For Teachers and Students (Ages 11 and Above)

Objective:

To enhance students' ability to analyze and interpret complex texts through close reading
strategies, promoting critical thinking, comprehension, and text-based evidence usage.

Materials:
o A short but complex text (fiction or non-fiction)
o Highlighters, sticky notes, and pencils

o Graphic organizers (e.g., text analysis chart, evidence tracker)
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Step 1: First Reading - Understanding the Text (Literal Comprehension)

Teacher's Role:

1. Read the passage aloud or have students read independently.
2. Ask students to underline unfamiliar words and highlight key ideas.

3. Guide students to summarize the main idea in one sentence.

Student’'s Task:

1. Read the text once o get a general understanding.
2. Highlight words/phrases that seem important.
3. Werite a one-sentence summary of the passage.

Guiding Questions:

1.  What is the passage about?
2. Who are the main characters (if fiction)?

3. What is the main idea?
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Step 2: Second Reading - Text Analysis and Vocabulary
Teacher's Role:
1. Guide students to analyze sentence structure and word choices.
2. Encourage annotation (e.g., underlining key phrases, making notes in the
margins).
3.Use context clues to define difficult words.

Student's Task:

1. Identify and define challenging words.
2. Underline evidence that supports the main idea.
3. Ask questions about confusing parts.
Guiding Questions:
1. What words or phrases are repeated? Why?
2. What words do you not understand? Can you figure them out from
context?

3. What sentence or phrase stands out to you?




QU

S .t,e

Step 3: Third Readmg Deep AnaIyS|s
and Making Connections

historical == \-‘

analysis Sclemrﬂc |
comparison \\

critical
thinking

Thmkmg
., gears

‘-A

real-world =
connecfions

Step 3: Third Reading - Deep Analysis and Making Connections

Teacher's Role:

1. Ask students to make inferences and draw conclusions.
2. Encourage students to make text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-
world connections.

3. Pose critical thinking questions.

Student's Task:

1. Infer deeper meanings beyond the literal text.
2. Relate the text to personal experiences or current events.

3. Discuss different perspectives.

Guiding Questions:

1.  What is the author's purpose in writing this?
2. How does this passage relate to real-world issues?

3. What emotions or themes are present?




Objective:
To scaffold reading comprehension for struggling students by using
structured strategies and additional support tools.

Materials:
1.

2.
3.
4

CHECKLIST COMPLETED

Close Reading Strategies
Step-by-Step Guided Reading Activity for a
Teacher and a Remedial Student

A modified or simplified version of the complex text
Sentence starters for responses

Audio version of the text for listening support

Graphic organizers (e.g., vocabulary chart, question prompts)
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Step 1: First Reading - Building Background Knowledge

Teacher's Role:

Pre-teach key vocabulary words.
Provide a short summary before reading to activate prior knowledge.
Read the text aloud while the student follows along.

Student's Task:

Listen and follow along with the text.
Use pictures or graphic organizers to support understanding.
Identify familiar and unfamiliar words.
Guiding Questions:
What do you already know about this topic?

Can you find a word you already know?
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Step 2: Second Reading - Sentence Breakdown and Context Clues

Teacher's Role:

Break sentences into smaller parts for clarity.
Model using context clues to understand new words.
Provide sentence frames (e.g., "This sentence means...").

Student's Task:

Read one sentence at a time and discuss.

Highlight key words.

Use sentence starters to explain the meaning.
6uiding Questions:

What does this sentence mean in your own words?

How does the picture or heading help you understand?
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Step 3: Third Reading - Making Connections and Retelling

Teacher's Role:

Ask guiding questions to help students relate to the text.
Use a retelling strategy with prompts.
Allow students to respond orally before writing.

Student's Task:

Retell the main idea in a few sentences.
Draw or use visuals to explain understanding.

Relate the text to their own experiences.
6uiding Questions:

Can you tell me what happened in the story in your own words?

Have you ever experienced something similar?

Final Notes:

«  Provide extra time for remedial students.

«  Offer frequent feedback and encouragement.

o  Use multi-sensory approaches (e.g., audiobooks, illustrations).

These step-by-step guided reading strategies will support comprehension development
while ensuring all students, including struggling readers, engage with texts meaningfully.




