English 22 H (First Presentation)
Directions
Due dates: Draft/outline (Thurs. 1/30 in class); Final (Fri. 2/7 w/ video; performances following Tuesday 2/11)
There are 2 parts to this assignment. See Rubric below for grading criteria. 
PART ONE: Video or Performance.  For the Selfie Soliloquy assignment, choose a monologue / extended speech from Henry V or one sonnet and record yourself reciting it, using a cell phone, webcam, or other device or be prepared to perform it in class by yourself or with a partner. Ideally you will have memorized the speech or be very, very comfortable with it. Give thought to the meaning of the speech and how you will communicate meaning and emotion through your delivery. You should also consider setting and costume (the "concept"). Your Selfie Soliloquy may have a strong concept (connected to either the cell phone format or to where/how you are staging the scene). Your Selfie Soliloquy may also draw on other skills that you have.
Alternative: you may choose to do a few lines of dialogue or split up the sonnet in an artistic way with one partner from class.
PART TWO: Artist Statement: Next, you will write an analytical Artist's Statement, explaining the passage (or sonnet) and your interpretation of it.
1. Begin by telling us what is happening at this point in the play (or provide an opening statement about the sonnet as a whole).
2. Perform a close reading of the play (or sonnet): quote the passage  (for example, 1-3 lines quoted per paragraph). Please comment on the argument and themes of the passage and call our attention to particular words, phrases, and images that you think are important to the passage's meaning. This is a good place to practice adding in 1-3 literary terms we have been studying.  Explain how your selfie soliloquy draws on the themes or ideas from class lectures and what choices you have made in your direction of this scene to reflect this understanding.
3. Conclude by telling us why this passage is important to the overall play, in terms of the plot, the development/establishment of character, and/or key themes or what the overall point or claim of the sonnet is.
Please review this presentation on how to quote drama for your artist statement
Length: 500 - 750 words
Sonnets: 18, 29, 73, or 116 or
Suggested passages from Henry V
Chorus (prologue): "O a Muse for a fire"
Henry:  "We are glad the Dauphin is so pleasant with us" (l.2.270-310)
Henry: "Once more unto the Breach" (3.1.1-37)
Henry: "Upon the King" (4.1. 238-293)
Henry: St. Crispin's Day speech (4.3)
Henry and Catherine (5.2)
Chorus (epilogue)

