
Who Is In Control 

Psalm 97:1-2
“The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad! 

Clouds and darkness surround Him; 
righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.”

Upon entering a chaotic situation, the first question that may arise in minds is 
who is in charge? Looking around the world with its increasing turmoil and chaos, 
we too may ask who is in charge. The psalmist exclaims that God reigns right 
from the start of this psalm. God rules over all the earth and is the one in control. 
You may then ask yourself, “why is God allowing all the evil that is happening all 
around the world?” The world is spinning rapidly out of control, but according to 
Scripture, it is all falling into place according to God’s eternal purpose. In Isaiah 
55:8-9, the Lord tells us, starting in verse 8, that “My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, declares the Lord.” And to measure 
that difference, God adds in verse 9, “For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your 
thoughts.” We cannot expect to grasp the why of God’s actions, yet He desires 
we trust Him even when we can’t see the logic or the reason behind it.

The psalmist also states that clouds and darkness surround Him. Unknown to us 
are God’s purposes, for they are unsearchable. Even if God were to show us His 
purposes, we could not understand, for its impossible to grasp all of what God is 
doing. The Bible states God is the God of all wisdom and knowledge. Hidden in 
God and in Christ are all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. The 
question then is, will we trust Him in the darkness? 

The psalmist continues his song by stating that the very foundation of God’s 
throne is His righteousness and justice. This brings us much comfort knowing 
that God rules with perfect righteousness and perfect justice. He will never act in 
an unrighteous way, for He can never do wrong. In His righteousness, God, 
through the work of Jesus Christ, offers forgiveness for those who turn to Him in 
humility; and keeps all His promises; and will vindicate us when wrongly 
accused. In His justice God, will never act unjust, for He could never be unfair 
when He judges. He will reward the righteous and punish the ungodly; and will 
repay those who afflict and trouble you. 

Considering this, know that in the trials you are facing today, God is fulfilling a 
greater purpose. It may seem that God has turned His face away from you, but 



He doesn’t look away and is not indifferent to your suffering. Losing sight of the 
fact that God is in control causes us to become overwhelmed by fear and doubt. 
God controls all the affairs of the world and is also in control of every detail of 
your life. He will work all things around for your good as you continue to trust in 
Him. In Jeremiah 29:11, the Lord states, “For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future 
and a hope.” Therefore, knowing God is in control gives us glorious occasion to 
rejoice in Him.

However, let me caution you to resist the urge to take control of your situation. 
You can grow impatient and can even become disillusioned when God does not 
work according to your timetable. You can hinder what the Lord desires to do 
when you take matters into our own hands. Trust in the Lord with all heart; do not 
lean on your limited understanding. Remember, the Lord will always do what is 
right and just on your behalf. God will always deal with you in HIs love and 
merciful kindness. He is trustworthy, therefore surrender it all to Him. Stand firm 
in your faith and trust the Lord; then watch with eyes of faith all that He will 
accomplish for you, as you put your complete trust in Him. 


