Biology Syllabus
Course Description:
Biology introduces students to the scientific method and the major concepts of biology from an
historical and practical viewpoint. The three major themes of this course are the cell, the
molecular basis of heredity, and the interdependence of organisms. Students who take this class
will have a deeper appreciation for the complexities of living organisms. Life on this planet,
unlike anywhere else in the observable universe, is complex and highly organized. Whether
examining life on the molecular or the planetary level, it exhibits a highly organized structure
that inspires awe by its genius and complexity. In the last 50 years, discoveries have launched
new branches of biology that have transformed the daily routine, from conception to death. New
challenges await, such as the current crisis in ecology, global warming, and the resurgence in
viral disease. To make rational choices in the 21st century, the citizen must have a basic
understanding of biological concepts and the reasoning behind them. Biology is presented in a
multimedia format using interactive modules, labs, narrated animation, text, and videos to
present the study of life on this planet. Students work through and complete several self-check
activities and quizzes for practice, and participate in self-reflection. In each unit, students
complete the unit exam and deliver a unit project.
Additional Materials Required:
• None
Student-Teacher Conferences:
Office Hours. Students can schedule up to three (3) Student-Teacher Conference over the
duration of the course. These meetings are optional, and attendance will not affect your grade.
To schedule an office hour with your teacher to please visit the Student Resources page on
waonline.org.

Washington Academy Grading Scale:
A = 100 - 93
B = 92 - 85
C = 84 - 76
D = 75 - 70
F = 69 or less

Coursework Overview
o ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments are completed by the student through fillable PDFs which they can fill-out, save to
computer, then upload to in the Learning Management System. Assignments are typically found
throughout the course(s) and can be opened by clicking the “Activity” button when prompted to
do so. Assignments will be graded by your teacher.
o ASSESSMENTS

Assessments, or Quizzes, are predominately computer graded and will test your knowledge of
the content of each Section upon completion.
o EXAMS

At the end of each Unit, Semester and the Course, you will need to complete an Exam.
o PARTICPATION

Participation grade is determined upon the completion of the “End of Course Survey.”
Participation in Discussion boards or Office hours does NOT affect your grade.

