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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:

Replay of God’s Love

The story is told of a little three-year-old girl who was standing on the steps of the chancel to recite the line she
had learned for a Sunday School presentation. But as she stood in front of all the people sitting in the pews,
her little mind went blank. Frantically she looked over the sea of faces in front of her for the sight of her
parents. Finally, she spotted them near the front row.
The little girl’s mother was just as frantic … trying to get her daughter’s attention,
so that she might coach her daughter and help her remember her line. After
mouthing the line several times, the mother said … in a rather loud stage whisper
… “I am the light of the world.” Completely reassured, the little girl wiped the
tears from her eyes, brushed the curls from her face, smoothed out her dress
and, in a loud voice, said, “My Mommy is the light of the world!”
Actually, the little girl was speaking more truth that she realized. An old Hebrew
proverb puts it is this way: “God couldn’t be everywhere, so He made mothers.”
The proverb isn’t to be understood literally, of course. God can be everywhere
and anywhere He will. But it is also true that He has chosen parents … mothers
and fathers … as His special representatives. They are stand-ins for God. And,
if they are the kind of parents, they ought to be, they serve as lights leading their
children to Jesus who is the Light of the World.
That’s true not only as parents. In God’s plan, we are all His agents and stand-ins. It is through us that He
wants us to reach out into the world as our risen and ascended Lord reminds us in His Great Commission (or
should I say, Great Permission). He who gathers us around Word and Sacrament sends us out into the world
to a life of witness. Strengthened and made bold by the power of His Spirit, we are sent out to be replays of
His love, mercy, and forgiveness for the people around us
And, if we are to be effective replays of His love and forgiveness for others, we need to let Him continue to
replay that love and forgiveness for us through regular worship, study, and Christian fellowship. For it really
isn’t any secret—we can learn to show for those around us only as we feed our own hearts and spirits with the
love and forgiveness our Lord has for us. We can share Him with others only as we continue to let Him share
Himself with us.
God grant that our lives … our homes … and our parish may be replays of God’s love for us in His Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
In His Love,

+ Pastor Jim

Parish News
What’s Happening at Grace
Financial Plan Status - March 2021
YTD THRU
MAR. 2021

Gen. Fund Plan vs Contributions

% of PLAN
General Fund Contributions
Plan Offering Goal

$15,248.00
$13,441.27

$35,863.00
$40,323.81

$1,806.73

-$4,460.81

Contributions vs Expenditures
General Fund Contributions
General Fund expenditures

$15,248.00
$1,217.69

$35,863.00
$32,593.96

Net

$14,030.31

$3,269.04

Over (-under) Plan goal

22.23%
25.00%

22.23%
20.21%

2021 PLAN
TOTAL
$161,295.27

$161,295.27

Dear Family of Grace,
I want to thank you for being a part of my life and faith through all of the years that I have been a member of
this church… since 1980. I have taught Sunday School, been a Stephen’s Ministry leader, sung in the choir, been
on the council, and have been a big part of all that has unfolded for all of those years.
And now, I find myself in a new place, with perhaps a new journey ahead. I am living in Jacksonville and starting
to attend a different church. Meeting new people and, hopefully, being given new paths to follow. Grace
Church will always be in my heart, but God has planted me here. So I will see where my journey takes me.
You will be in my thoughts and prayers. I wish you all well. Thank you for all of your recent kindnesses which
was part of my ability to go forward.
God bless and keep you all.
Pam Moore

Directory Updates:
Joe Borecki – Joe has a new address: 2121 Manchester Drive, Medford, OR 97501
Sharon Dahl – Sharon has a new room number at Pear Valley Senior Center, #104
Pam Moore – Pam has moved to 171 East “E” Street, Jacksonville, OR 9753

It was thrilling to see a significant ‘crowd’ in church on Easter Sunday, three weeks ago. There were about 54
persons in attendance, plus another 20+ on Zoom for a total attendance of around 75! That’s the highest
attendance figure since the beginning of the pandemic restrictions in March of last year. It was also wonderful
to be witnesses to the baptism of the three Kitzman children. Baptisms are so special because they show the
simplest form of God’s grace in our lives.
…
Recordings of each Sunday’s Zoom services are now being uploaded to Grace’s Facebook page, usually by
Monday or Tuesday of the following week. If you’d like to watch them but do not currently ‘Follow’ Grace on
Facebook, do the following: Google or open Facebook, then in the ‘search’ field type “gracelutheranashlandlcms”, then ‘scroll’ down until you find the video. It will be identified by the date of the worship service.
Another way to watch the recording is to notify your Lay Minister. Each week a copy of the Zoom recording is
sent to each of the Lay Ministers. Or you can email me at rjanssen46@charter.net and I can send you the link.
By posting the Zoom recordings on Facebook, we are hoping to reach a larger audience than just our own
Grace members. It is another form of outreach that is a little more accessible to the general public. We are
being careful so that the faces and names of Grace members do not appear as part of the video that is posted.
We want to respect the privacy of our members.
…
On Saturday morning, May 8, we’re going to ‘kick start’ the Men’s group again. We won’t be having breakfast
because of continued pandemic restrictions. But we’ll meet for coffee (and maybe some donuts) and maybe
test the waters a bit as far as getting together on a regular basis once again. It’s important to begin
reestablishing those face-to-face connections that have not been a part of our lives for the past 14 months.
We’ll gather at 8:30, out on the deck if weather permits. Or inside with the windows open. So… guys, mark it
on your calendar and let’s get together on May 8.
Bob Janssen
Council President

Call Committee Update
We recently received a list of five potential candidates for our pastoral opening. The list includes three pastors
with less than fifteen years of experience and two pastors in their fifties. Our focus has been on younger
pastors with children in primary school. The idea being that connections could be built, through our school
system, with younger families who may have an interest in joining us. Also, a younger pastor can bring an
energy and outlook that can reinvigorate our congregation, increase our capabilities to become better known
in our community and enhance our outreach efforts.
As of April 25, we are still awaiting a response from one of the pastors contacted this past week. He has
indicated some interest in Grace but needs more time to prayerfully consider our request for a Zoom
interview with him. We also await feedback from Pastor Eric Robinson on his visit to the congregation that
called him. If he declines that call, he remains a realistic option for Grace.
Assuming that we are not successful with the options noted above we will request yet another list of potential
candidates from our district. We previously noted that we have streamlined our call process so that it now
permits a call without a pre-visit by a pastor. While our preference will continue to be for a young pastor, we
have also expanded our potential candidate universe by considering pastors with more experience as long as
their profiles indicate a compatibility with our practices at Grace.
We remain confident that our lengthy search will result in the calling of a pastor who is a good fit for Grace.
Our opening prayer from our last Call meeting comes from Psalm 25. The verse says, “Point out the path
where we should go. O Lord, point out the right road for us to follow.” Your continued prayers and patience
are greatly appreciated as we continue our search.

Mike Bahr- For the Call Committee

A Mother’s Day Prayer
Make me a wise mother, O Lord. Keep me calm and give me patience to bear the small,
irritating things in the daily routine of life. Give me tolerance and under-standing to bridge the
gap between my generation and that of my children regardless of their age.
Let me not be too ready to guide the stumbles in my children’s life but allow me to be ever near
to bind the bruises life can bring. Give me a sense of humor to laugh at myself and laugh with
them but never at them. Let me refrain from preaching with words and advice.
Keep me from forcing their confidences but give me a sympathetic ear and heart when my
children come to me. Make me humble. Keep my children close to me, O Lord, though miles
may separate us. And let your light so shine in me that they, too, will see your love and glory in
all I do and say. Amen.

A Source of Hope for the Poor in Spirit
Options for Helping Residents of Ashland, and Beyond: OHRA

Grace Lutheran blessed OHRA with a $5,000 mission donation in 2020. This organization runs a resource
center for homeless people, the winter shelter (becoming year-round), and a laundry/shower trailer.
Their core service is case management or navigating. A navigator helps people move from crisis to stability as
a trained and trusted resource connector, an advocate, a sounding board, and a source of hope.
OHRA helped ACCESS distribute a Federal Covid relief 1 million grant for rent relief and rapid re-housing for
people impacted by state mandated shut downs. The Oregon Project Turnkey grant has helped OHRA
purchase and rehabilitate the former Super 8 Hotel for current housing of south valley fire survivors.
God bless our Grace Lutheran Church for being a source of hope and support for this hope filled and important
organization.
By Nan Gunderson

SO…
W HAT M AKES A L IFE W ORTH L IVING ?
“The thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. I have come to give you life and to give it to you abundantly.”
John 10:10
The following saying is often wrongly attributed to G.K. Chesterton: “When people stop believing in God, they
don’t believe in nothing — they believe in anything.” He actually said that if we stop believing in God we lose
our common sense. For many, that’s that same thing. When you deny the one who is “the Way, the Truth, and
the Life” (John 14:6) and who calls Himself the “Good Shepherd” (John 11:11), you don’t replace Him with
nothing; you tend to replace Him with the most absurd “other things.”
Absurd replacements seem to be the order of the day, don’t they? No longer do we talk about sin and
repentance, grace and mercy, or honor and virtue. They’ve been replaced with so much absurdity in this world
which is passed off as wisdom. In Washington D.C., they become slogans, causes for marches, and even policies.
We are told that sex unconstrained, just for fun and outside of marriage, is the way of progress. Yet our broken
marriages, our abuses of one another, and our callousness toward each other say otherwise. We are told that
honoring our fathers and our mothers, as well as esteeming others in authority, is the way of the past. Yet the
present dishonoring, even to the point of “cancel culture,” is producing more vitriol and violence than ever
before. But the worst of the absurdities of today is the belief that we can replace the power of faith in God and
His love for us in Jesus Christ with trust in ourselves, our technology, and our “progress,” with no honest
assessment of the consequences.
In the face of such absurdities, Jesus’ words are straight and to the point. He lays it on the line in John 10. He
talks of himself as the Good Shepherd, the one who comes to give life and salvation to His sheep (see John
10:11, 14, 27-28). But here’s the rub. For Him to be our Shepherd, we’ve got to be honest about the fact that
we are like sheep in need of a shepherd. Let that sink in for a moment. Better, let that humble attitude of
repentance be yours today. Don’t let the purveyors of absurdities steal that opportunity from you. For faith in
Jesus Christ opens you up to the one who loves you with an everlasting love, who desires for you to become the
person that He created and redeemed you to be. Repentance and faith, being right with God on God’s terms,
serve as the foundation of abundant life, now and forever. As forgiven sinners, life then becomes a daily walk
of grace that culminates in eternity. Faith in Him makes life worth living for you. Think it through for a minute.
In Christ, God the Father wants you to be all that He created and redeemed to be, now and forever. Let the
Good Shepherd save you, direct you, and lead you. That will be an adventure, and an abundant life that never
ends. Here’s to life in His name FOR YOU!
PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for Your willingness to confront me with the reality that I need You for my
life and salvation. Like sheep who know their shepherd’s voice, give me the kind of faith that listens and follows
your every Word. AMEN.

TO YOUR HEALTH – Health Ministry Page
Here’s to your health!
May is Family Month, a good time to underscore the
importance of FIRE SAFETY by asking: Do you have a fire
safety plan in place in the event of a fire? Have you taken
the time to talk about fire safety and prevention in your
family?
If your answer is “NO,” you may want to develop a plan by considering the following:
FIRE SAFETY … Prevention … A responsible attitude toward acquiring fire information and
equipment in your home is the best prevention that you can have! Information is
available from your local fire department and/or Red Cross office.
Injuries from extreme heat … Fires, burns, and other emergencies produced by fire are
the third leading cause of accidental death. The home environment is particularly
dangerous. Four out of five deaths due to fire occur in the home. In addition, numerous
non-fatal burn injuries occur each year. Prevention of burns is, essentially, a matter of
preventing fires, as well as protection of self and other from the sources of extreme heat
other than fire: matches, cooking and heating equipment, fires of electrical origin,
radiation and chemical burns.
Specific fire or burn prevention …
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Install fire extinguishers in danger spots
Keep a garden house near a faucet for use in case of fire
Install adequate insulation at all heating surfaces
Repair or replace defective or inadequate electrical wiring/cords
Perform required maintenance on heating systems
Dispose of trash
Use nonflammable cleaning fluids
Store flammable materials in appropriate storage places
Do not overload electrical circuits or outlets
Supervise children playing near open fire
Turn pot handles away from the edge of the stove
Install home fire detectors & CO2 detectors (check batteries regularly)
Have a fire escape plan.

Until next month … Here’s to your health and safety!
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Nancy Casazza

“Looking to the Future with Hope”
Grace Lutheran Church
660 Frances Lane
Ashland, OR. 97520
1-541-482-1661
gracelutheranashland@gmail.com
gracelutheranashland.org
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2021 … Peace, Love, Joy and Hope
“Grace Guides and Sustains”

