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ABOUT TODAY’S LITURGRY: Jesus Overcomes the Strong Man: 

Jeremiah was charged with speaking evil when he spoke the Word of the Lord 

(Jer. 26:1–15). So also, Jesus is accused of doing evil when in fact He is doing 
good. He casts out a demon from a mute man so that he is able to speak (Luke 

11:14–28). But some said Jesus did this by the power of Beelzebub, Satan. Like 
Pharaoh of old, their hearts were hard (Ex. 8:16–24). They did not recognize 

the finger of God, the power of the Holy Spirit at work in and through Jesus. 
Jesus is the Stronger Man who overcomes the strong man. He takes the devil’s 

armor of sin and death and destroys it from the inside out by the holy cross. He 
exorcizes and frees us by water and the Word. We were once darkness, but now 

we are light in Christ the Lord (Eph. 5:1–9). As children of light, our tongues 

are loosed to give thanks to Him who saved us. 

DIVINE SERVICE III – LSB page 184 

Processional Hymn Glory Be to Jesus   433 

Confession and Absolution               page 184-185 

Service of the Word 

Introit - sung responsively Ps. 25:1–2, 17–18, 20; antiphon: Ps. 25:15–16

  

 
My eyes are ever | toward the Lord,* 

     for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 

Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,* 

     for I am lonely and af- | flicted. 

To you, | O Lord,* 

     I lift | up my soul. 

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame;* 

     let not my enemies exult | over me. 

The troubles of my heart | are enlarged;* 

     bring me out of my dis- | tresses. 

Consider my affliction and my | trouble,* 

     and forgive | all my sins. 

Oh, guard my soul, and de- | liver me!* 

     Let me not be put to shame, for I take ref- | uge in you. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



My eyes are ever | toward the Lord,* 

     for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 

Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,* 

     for I am lonely and af- | flicted. 

Kyrie page 186 

Salutation and Collect of the Day page 189 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have 

gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and 

steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading  Exodus 8:16-24  

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and 

strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats in all the land of 

Egypt.’” And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff and 

struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast. All the 

dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of Egypt. The magicians tried 

by their secret arts to produce gnats, but they could not. So there were gnats 

on man and beast. Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of 

God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, 

as the Lord had said.  Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the 

morning and present yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and 

say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. 

Or else, if you will not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies 

on you and your servants and your people, and into your houses. And the 

houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies, and also the 

ground on which they stand. But on that day I will set apart the land of 

Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no swarms of flies shall be there, 

that you may know that I am the Lord in the midst of the earth. Thus I will 

put a division between my people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall 

happen.”’” And the Lord did so. There came great swarms of flies into the 

house of Pharaoh and into his servants’ houses. Throughout all the land of 

Egypt the land was ruined by the swarms of flies. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Gradual Ps. 9:19, 3 

Arise, O Lord! Let not | man prevail;* 

     let the nations be judged be- | fore you! 

When my enemies | turn back,* 

     they stumble and perish before your | presence. 

 

Epistle Reading Ephesians 5:1-9 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice 

to God. But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not 

even be named among you, as is proper among saints. Let there be no 

filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but 

instead let there be thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone 

who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), 

has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive 

you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes 

upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not associate with them; for at 

one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right 

and true). 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Tract Ps. 123:1-3a 

To you I lift | up my eyes,* 

     O you who are enthroned in the | heavens! 

Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their | master,* 

     so our eyes look to the Lord our God, till he has mercy up- | on us. 

Have mercy upon us, | O Lord,* 

     have mercy up- | on us. 

 

Holy Gospel Reading Luke 11:14-28 

Now Jesus was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had 

gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. But some of them 

said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” while 

others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. But he, 

knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself 

is laid waste, and a divided household falls. And if Satan also is divided 

against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out 

demons by Beelzebul. And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do 

your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by 



the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come 

upon you. When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his 

goods are safe; but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes 

him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 

Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 

scatters. “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through 

waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my 

house from which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house swept and 

put in order. Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, 

and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse 

than the first.” As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her 

voice and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at 

which you nursed!” But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the 

word of God and keep it!” 

 

Nicene Creed  page 191 

Hymn of the Day (sit)   Lord of Our Life     659                                                

Sermon 

Offertory (stand) 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface – Sanctus – Lord’s Prayer page 194-196 

The Words of Our Lord- Pax Domini- Agnus Dei page 197-198 

Sit.  Prayers to be offered before and after receiving the Sacrament may be 

found on the inside of the front cover of the hymnal. 

Distribution Hymn      Christ, the Life of All the Living    420 

Nunc Dimittis - Benediction (stand) page 199-202 

Recessional Hymn  Jesus, Refuge of the Weary     423 

          

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements for Oculi 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven.” So says the Preacher in Ecclesiastes 3. And so it is for this 

preacher. After no little prayer for the Lord’s guidance, I have decided it’s 

time for retirement. I will officially retire at the end of August of this year. 

Cindy and I have no plans to relocate right now. And I hope that I may 

continue to help out in some way in the ministry here at St. Paul. I’ve been 

talking with Pastor Ball about this. My confirmation verse from Psalm 37:5 

says, “Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring 

it to pass.” That is my prayer and confidence at this time. Pastor Gleason 

"Oculi - My Eyes are ever toward the Lord" – For the second week in a 

row the Introit is from Psalm 25.  The antiphon reminds us where our 

attention always should be, toward the Lord, the cross of Christ, our 

salvation in His means.   At the elevation of the Blessed Sacrament and the 

Pax Domini, you see there under the bread and wine the Very Body and 

Blood of Jesus Christ, once offered on the cross, for us Christians to eat and 

drink.  How gracious our Lord is, and so we pray to Him, as Psalm 25 says, 

in loneliness and affliction, with trouble of heart and take refuge in Him. 

 

Wednesday Lenten services continue – this week we will hear of our Lord's 

Passion Part III The Palace of the High Priest.  There is plenty of room for 

you at either 6:00pm or 7:30pm. 

 

Attention Senior High Youth – The youth group at Trinity in Worden is 

inviting us to join them on Sunday, March 21st at 2pm for devotions, 

snacks, and a painting party (wear old clothes!). A new youth group room is 

under construction in the Trinity School building and we are invited to 

come, get it ready, and use it.  Plan on meeting at Trinity that 

afternoon.  See Pastor Ball for details.   

 

Easter Service Registration – Electronic and Hard Copy registrations for 

the Easter Services will be out next weekend.  Keep an eye out for them. 

 

In Observance – of his mother’s passing last August, Doug Blase would 

like to remember her birthday, March 8. 

Thank You – after a year of not being able to go to church.  I want to thank 

my church family for all the cards and calls. The Ladies Aid for the 

poinsettia, Christmas cookies and the altar flowers that I have received 

several times. You have made me feel special in a difficult time.  God’s 

blessings to you all – Sincerely, Donna Hellinger and Family  



Planning Committee Meeting – The Planning Committee has scheduled a 

meeting for Thursday, March 11 at 7:00pm in the church basement.  

Grass Cutting – Anyone interested in submitting a sealed bid for grass 

mowing at the church and school, cemetery and daycare please do so by 

April 3.  Sealed bids should be submitted to Joanie Mertz at the 

Church/School Office…Attention Board of Trustees. 

 

LWML Sewing Days – Join us for fun days of sewing and fellowship – we 

will meet March 9, 10, and 11 from 9:00-3:00 in the church basement.  

Everyone is welcome to join us.  Bring scissors and a sack lunch. 

Pizza for Parents – Everyone is welcome to join the St. Paul Lutheran 

School Auxiliary in the school gym on Thursday, March 18 at 6:30pm for 

(free!) pizza from The Other Place on the Hill. We will be electing officers 

and discussing fun ways to support our teachers and students. All parents, 

grandparents, godparents, and school supporters are encouraged to come. To 

RSVP, contact Heather Reiseck - khreiseck@yahoo.com, Beth Schwarz 

- beth.schwarz05@gmail.com, or Serena Ball - serenaball@gmail.com. 

Food Pantry – In January the Pantry served 26 families. This represents 57 

adults and 19 children. Two families were new.  At present we could use 

Ramen noodles, instant potatoes, coffee, canned tomatoes, carrots, peas, 

fruit, and bar soap. We thank you for all your support. 

Metro-East Lutheran High School – is now accepting applications for the 

2021-2022 school year. Any new students (freshmen or transfer) interested 

in seeking enrollment at MELHS are invited to go to www.melhs.org to 

download an admissions packet or contact the school office at 

618-656-0043. For more information, contact admissions@melhs.org. 

Sausage Supper – St. Paul, Troy – 112 North Border – Today, Sunday, 

March 7 – Noon-6:00pm – Carry-outs/Drive Thru Only. 

A Mobile Lutheran Bible Study – Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and 

podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted 

by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week’s teachings include: The Hymn 

“God Loved the World So That He Gave,” The Building of the Temple, 

Responding to Calvinist Proof Texts, Old Testament Judge Samson and 

more.  You can tune in live weekdays from 3-5 p.m. on KFUO, 850 AM in 

St. Louis.  You can also listen on-demand at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile 

app and your favorite podcast provider. 

mailto:khreiseck@yahoo.com
mailto:beth.schwarz05@gmail.com
mailto:serenaball@gmail.com
http://www.melhs.org/
mailto:admissions@melhs.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012Z179y7LyDcCUyET9XKs-R_6LFFW179nBdvZ9_U3xsT1ofiG4dld_4jB3lFTMSSecoCwScKGDWmO9K9KsA13ulE_Sm9BP7FO-zC80gGBwNZl6czhrBPABfEFnf7GUAsoy9b161_tLBoLAH1qFA2_vw==&c=ee9KQZuxFYGv5tORjFBYIAvOl0i8Fc5GssZWgEx9fU6bfZ-ohW-fdA==&ch=_YvQGItxdmH1tlnZRtsnFHImcZrXc9BBLDgHSLY5Vx6-SBR0j2fHOA==


Ephesians 5:1-2 – “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  

And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us.”  Our 

sanctification flows from the justification which we have received in Christ. 

His love for us transforms us into His image. This is why the Bible talks so 

much about giving – because we are to imitate God in His generosity. If you 

want to walk in the footsteps of your Heavenly Father: seek mercy, 

kindness, and open-handed generosity. 

 

IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

• For the spread of the Holy Gospel 

• For the Holy Church throughout the World, For our Synod 

• For our country, that we might be at peace and live in harmony 

• For our families as we seek to live together in holy love and peace 

• For those who live alone 

• For all doctors, nurses and medical personnel 

• For first responders in our communities 

• For the sick, the suffering, the dying of Covid-19 

 
Healing and Comfort for: JOE ESTRADA, recovering from ankle surgery; PR. 

TIMOTHY SCHARR, recovering from surgery; TERRY KANE, cousin of Kate 

Thoelke, hospice care due to return of cancer; KATIE SCHWARZ, recovering from 

a concussion; MIKE PASHIA, friend of Larry Madorin, cancer; CHRISTIAN 

CORTRIGHT, Kendall's nephew, brain tumor; DOROTHY BRAASCH, mother of 

Dave, declining health & back pain; BUDDY GARTON, uncle of Cindy Gleason, 

injured in a fall and having complications; DARREL MILLER, health issues; 

CONNIE MADORIN, recovering from Achilles tendon surgery; PAT 

CORTRIGHT; brother of Kendall, diagnosed with cancer; BETTY STEINMANN, 

Hitz Home; LYNN STEINMANN, health issues; RICKEY MILLER, Alhambra 

Rehab & Healthcare; DORENE LANE, friend of Dave DeVries, spiritual and 

health issues; STEVE SCHWEIZER, brother of Julie Johnson, cancer diagnosis; 

NORMAN MICNHEIMER, Neil’s father, health issues; TIM DILLON, grandson 

of Dave DeVries, severe headaches from falls; EMILY KIEHL, niece of Cindy 

Gleason, vision problems; BARBARALYNN DEVRIES, niece of Dave DeVries, 

rehab for leg amputation and health issues; MARY GRAFF, friend of Dave 

DeVries, cancer treatments; KIM TOBIN, niece of Dave DeVries, drug issues; 

TOMIKO JUEDEMANN, mother of Linda Behrhorst, cancer treatments; DALE 

GROTEFENDT, friend of Paula Kipp, brain cancer; KAY GROTEFENDT, friend 

of Paula Kipp, cancer free, recovering from surgery & treatments; THOMAS 

SEXTON, grandchild of Keith and Judy (Sievers) Loemker, health issues; TINA 

THORLEY, former St. Paul member and student, health issues; STRENGTH FOR 

ALL PREGNANT MOTHERS  


