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 This approach emphasises the importance of "knowing and teaching the practice of international law" and of "the laws of war,
neutrality, humanitarian intervention, non-intervention and the rules and practice of the International Criminal Court" in

responding to the main contemporary issues (iv. xi). The book consists of 12 chapters, each of which takes on a specific topic or
group of topics, e.g. "[T]errorism and the regime of international humanitarian law" (Chapter 4). The first four chapters explain
the basic concepts, principles and history of international law in general, including discussion of the various sources of law, the
evolution of international law and its application in the modern era. This is followed by chapters on international humanitarian
law, international humanitarian law since the UN Charter, international criminal law, human rights and humanitarian law and

their interplay, and issues relevant to the practice of law. The final chapter addresses the practicalities of teaching international
law. It is notable for its ambition, the range of topics it addresses and the focus on the practical aspects of study and teaching.

The book is very easy to read and understand. It emphasises the importance of the "practical side of international law" (ix)
which is perhaps the greatest strength of the book as it is an extremely practical text. It contains a range of problems, cases and
illustrations which give students and lecturers a chance to practice and develop their knowledge of international law in a variety
of settings. It places the law in a historical context, with chapters explaining how particular periods have been influenced by the
law and understanding that it is a living system. As a research text, it is the format and clarity of the chapters which make the

book a real practical text. The chapters are short, succinct and practical, for example, the first chapter on "The Sources
and Development of the International Legal System" is only . It is very easy to read and understand. The text is "readable in the
classroom and in the home" (xviii) as it is very user friendly, with examples from the law of war, the rights of prisoners of war,

the practice of United Nations peacekeeping operations, . Furthermore, it contains numerous references to the relevant
literature. Thus, it is extremely well referenced and is a very practical text. It is an excellent resource for students in law and the
arts and humanities, including social sciences and modern languages. It is a useful introductory text for international law. It is

suitable for undergraduates as well 520fdb1ae7
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