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service.Hakeem al-Araibi’s Latest International Fans Show Support in the UK Hakeem al-Araibi has been in detention for
months in Thailand where he has been arrested in relation to a bail infringement. On February 8th, The Scottish National Party
(SNP) Human Rights spokesman, Elaine Cowan, intervened to get his release. She believes he should be allowed to return home
after he was accused of breaking his bail conditions. As a result, Thai authorities deported Mr al-Araibi to Australia in July. Mr
al-Araibi has family in Australia. He has legal permanent residency and is a refugee in that country. He has been detained in
Thailand since February 2018 and has been held in solitary confinement at least once. The UN Refugee Agency believes Mr al-
Araibi is at risk of torture and other ill-treatment. Mr al-Araibi is still detained in Thailand despite his name being cleared in
December 2017. He is facing a further 22 months in prison for an offence which he says he did not commit. The UK
Government is supporting Mr al-Araibi’s case. The government’s consular assistance unit has been investigating his case. On
February 14th, a UK diplomatic official said: “The government is aware that Hakeem al-Araibi is being detained by Thai
authorities, and continues to provide consular assistance to him as he awaits possible extradition to Bahrain, where he would be
at risk of serious injury or death. We call for his immediate release and the full restoration of his British citizenship, in line with
international obligations. “We have previously raised this issue in the Thai government and urged Thailand to release him. “We
are currently making further representations in this case, as Mr al-Araibi has appealed against the original conviction and
sentence.” As of February 24th, the UK government has been in touch with the Thai authorities and made representations in Mr
al-Araibi’s case. A Thai official said: “We have not made a decision on Hakeem al-Araibi. It depends on the decision from the
Thai court. 520fdblae7
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