Clothing Fibers & Microplastic
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Polyester
« Nylon |
. Spandex
. Acrylic

. Polypropylene-blend athle

Fleece jackets and blankets

These fibers contain:

Plastic polymers
. Chemical dyes
. UV stabilizers
. Antimicrobial coatings
. Flame retardants
« PFAS (associated with water
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Rivers from hundreds of Tt empty into Pamlico and Albemarle Sounds. These
waterways act like a funnel, copgentrating microfibers that then push toward major
inlets:
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Septic Systems

Much of the Outer Banks uses septi ems, not centralized wa
These allow: ' D =

o Laundry water
« Greywater - ‘
« Outdoor hose rinsing

...to seep into groundwater, which flows into canals
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Tourism Pressure

Millions of visitors bring:

o Fleece blankets

e Microfiber towels

o Fast-fashion swimwear

» Synthetic athletic clothing

When these are washed in rental ho .
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Synthetic fibers
shed during washing
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Ingestion by
marine life pollution in the

Outer Banks



Microfiber Impacts
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o Sediment stability
« Oxygen flow
o Root health
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[ Install a washing machine mickofibe
[J Wash on cold & gentle
- O Wash fewer, fulle I ds: o
1 Avoid washmg
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[ Line-dry wh
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[J Shake beach towel\s}]gi;&\‘o ‘

O Use provided Iaurr%g bag ]
0 Don’t wash sandy es
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