
GOSPEL MESSAGE 
Salt and Light 

 

What we believe about ourselves has the power to shape our behavior in  
profound ways.  If we believe we aren’t good enough or are unwanted, that will 
likely show up in the way we carry ourselves, in the way we interact with others, 
and in the opportunities we seek out or don’t.  On the other hand, if we know 
that we are loved or if we feel like we belong, we will probably bring more  
assurance to our interactions with others, and will be more likely to take risks and 
to reach out and engage with our communities. 
 

Similarly, our identity as disciples of Jesus has the power to shape the way we live.  
It all starts with who Jesus says we are. “You are the salt of the earth,” Jesus tells 
his disciples. “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13-14).  Salt preserves food 
and adds flavor.  Used masterfully, it brings out the best in the other flavors of a 
dish.  It can pull other elements together to help create a new thing.  Light  
nurtures life.  It can comfort, energize, and help make things clear.  Together, salt 
and light sustain, nourish, and welcome new life in the world around them. 
 

What kind of people would we be if we really believed we were the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world?  Nurturers, sustainers, co-creators with God in 
making all things new?  What fears could we let go if we simply trusted that we 
are who Jesus says we are?  What risks would we take?  How would we show up in 
our communities?  As we gather for worship today, we are invited to hear anew 
this identity we are given in Christ.  Then, nourished by word and sacrament, we 
are sent forth with the promise that Christ is forever at work in us, keeping us as 
salt and light in all times and places. 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 
 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings.  Isaiah declares that when 
we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth 
like the dawn.  In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the 
world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine before others.  Through 
baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ELW - Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red) 
ACS - All Creation Sings (purple) 

Page numbers are located in the front half of the worship book. 
Hymns and songs are located in the back half of the book. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness                                                              ELW (red), page 94 

 

Gathering Song                “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”    ELW, hymn 815 
 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call 
upon you.  By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and 
give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Your presence at worship is important to God and to us!  Whether you are a first-time visitor, 
frequent participant, neighbor, member or friend, please take a moment as you prepare for 
worship to share some information on the enclosed “Count Me In” form.  Place it in the offering 
basket as you come up for communion or at the end of the service. 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]                                                                  Old Testament pages 688-689 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their 
fasts.  God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of 
justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 
 

The reading concludes: 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 112:1-9 

1Hallelujah!  Happy are they who | fear the Lord 
  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 
2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 
  the generation of the upright | will be blessed. 
3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 
  and their righteousness will | last forever. 
4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 
5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 
  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 
6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. 
7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 
  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the Lord. 
8Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 
9They have given freely to the poor, 
and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 
   they will hold up their | head with honor. 

 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]                                                 New Testament pages 166-167 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul  
continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified.  True spiritual maturity involves 
judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross. 
 

The reading concludes: 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                    “Alleluia”                                      ELW, page 142 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
Ushers: Yvonne Lind & Elaine Waxberg 

Organist: Lynn Seppman 
Lector: Cindy Koepp 

Liturgist: Marilyn Schoolmeesters 
Acolytes: Aryan Montour & Hunter Zaske 

Communion Assistants: Pastor Jeri Bergquist & Millie Peters 
Altar Guild: Muriel Bungert & Millie Peters 

 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 119:1-8 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 

 
 

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders 
Ushers: Yvonne Lind & Elaine Waxberg 

Song & Prayer Leaders: Praise Band 
Power Point: Cindy Hagen 

Lector: Alex Flaten 
Acolyte: Willow Stream 

Communion Assistants: Deb Dahlberg & Linda Tripp 
Altar Guild: Muriel Bungert & Millie Peters 

 
 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 
The Martyrs of Japan, died 1597 

Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and  
Franciscan missionaries.  The religion was suppressed, however, and in 1597  
twenty-six missionaries and converts were crucified.  Nevertheless, Christianity 
survived and later prospered. 



Table Blessing 

Response: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

Response: Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

Sending Song                        “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”       ELW, hymn 712 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Portions of the liturgy are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144602. 

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20                                                                                               New Testament page 4 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 
 

The gospel is announced: 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Hymn of the Day                                            “Gather Us In”                               ELW, hymn 532  

 
Prayers of Intercession 

After each prayer 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 
Our offering is a collection of money for the church's mission, including the care of those in need, as a sign 
of the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all God's gifts.  Your offering and “Count Me In” may 
be placed in the basket as you come forward for communion. 
 

Offering Song                            “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”               ELW, hymn 182 
 

Great Thanksgiving                                                                                                               ELW, page 144 
 

Lamb of God                                                                                                                         ELW, page 146 
 
Communion 
We celebrate at an open communion table.  All who hear our Lord's invitation are welcome to participate. 
Receive the bread first with an open hand and eat immediately, followed by the wine (red) or grape juice 
(white).  Gluten-free bread is available.  Please indicate to an usher If you need to receive communion from 
your pew.  Children who have received age-appropriate instruction are welcome to commune.  If you prefer 
instead to receive a blessing please indicate by crossing your arms over your shoulders. 
 

Communion Songs                    “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”          ELW, hymn 742 
 

                                                         “Lord, Be Glorified”                       ELW, hymn 744 


