Sidrat Pinhas — Zealotry — Rabbi Zvi Yehuda

Numbers Chapter 25:1-26:1 — X:I>-X:n2 12TN2

[25:1] Israel dwelled in Shittim; the people
[Israel] started to turn after Moav’s daughters.

[2] They called the people to the slaughters for
their gods; the people ate, bowing to their gods.

[3] Israel adhered to the Baal of Peor; Hashem
was incensed against Israel.

[4] Hashem said to Moshe: "Take all the people’s
[slain] leaders [or their skulls?], and display
them before Hashem, facing the sun; so that
Hashem’s fury shall depart from Israel’.

[5] Moshe said to the judges of Israel: 'Slay one
another’s men that have joined themselves unto
the Baal of Peor.'

[6] Behold, an Israelite man came and offered to
his brothers a Midianite woman, in front of
Moshe and the entire Israelite crowd, as they
were crying at the entry to the Tent of Meeting.

[7] Pinhas son of Elazar son of Aaron the priest
saw [the Israelite’s act], stood up from the midst
of the crowd and took a spear in his hand.

[8] He came after the Israelite man to the ‘chest’
[Kubba], and stabbed both of them, the Israelite
man, and the woman in her genitalia [Kova]. So
the plague was halted from the Israelites.

[9] And those that died by the plague were twenty
and four thousand.

[10] {P} Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying:

[11] 'Pinhas son of Elazar son of Aharon the priest
assuaged My wrath on the Israelites, by his zeal
for My zeal [sake]; so that I did not annihilate
tshe Israelites in My zeal.

[12] Therefore say: Behold, I grant him My
covenant of peace.

ANIN

1IDRY! ,DYD 7N ;[078 'NAT? DYY [K7nI (3]
Y

X0 N g iy w7 iy e 3]

yinl ,0yn '"YRI-72-NR N7 0wn-7x e (1]
Jym N-qu inn QY s wnyn T3 ,'n7 DN

JUIK WK D 7R '9W-TR nwin K [0]
-MN INX-7N 27 K2 7YY an wk nanl I
NN, 7KY-12 NTY-72 WH NYn 1wy neTan

JTyin 70X NN9 02

AR DAL L[N DR-[2 TY7IR-2 onY'D K [1]
AT NN N L,NTYR

MR WPT ,NAED-IX TRW-UNR DR KA [N]
- ANAP-7R NYRD-NRE LTKOY UK IR - DY
LW 02 7un n9ann xynl

97X DYY| NYAX ,N9302 DDA 1 [0]

NKRY? NYn-9x "N 1aT {0} [1]

'TAN-NK 2D D20 DR V7R3 on'e [X]
M7-N7] ;DINA MF-NK N7 7K1 0
SN TROY-D-NN

.0i7¢ 'MMA-NXi7 (N1 0 Oy 7 [2Y]




[13] It shall be to him and his descendants a pact
of everlasting priesthood, a prize for his zealotry
to his God atoning fot the Israelites.

[14] The name of the slain Israelite — smitten with
the Midianite woman - Zimri son of Salu, a
patriarchal leader of the Shimeonites.

[15] The name of the slain Midianite woman was
Cozbi daughter of Zur; head of patriarchal
nations in Midian.

[16] {P} Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying:
[17] 'Bother the Midianites and smite them.

[18] For they bothered you, by their wile tricks in
regard of Peor, and in the case of Cozbi, daughter
of the leader of Midian, their sister, who was slain
on the day of the plague regarding Peor.'

[26:1] This is how the plague ended! [it is the end
of the Parasha, not the start of the next Parashal.
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Mishnah (Sanhedrin 9:6): ‘One who has sexua relations with an Aramean [non-Jewish] woman,

zealots [ganna'in] attack him'.

Bavli Sanhedrin 82a explicitly ascribes the Mishnah to the Maccabean revolt.

Is the first part [Xw1] of the Mishna descriptive or prescriptive? Does it chronicle or legislate?

Exceptions to the Rabbinic ‘tolerance’ of Zealotry:

1. If the Zealot asks the Sages, he will be unequivocally prevented from executing his zealotry.
2. If the attacked person kills the Zealot in self-defense he is within his right and duty.
3. Hence, everyone around must exercise his right and duty to prevent the Zealot from harming

others, even by killing or maiming the Zeal ot.
If the abhorrent act is not publically observed, the Zealot is to be stopped and be bound by law.

s

5. Likewise the Zedlot is to be stopped when his targeted person stops his abhorrent act or hides or

runs to escape.




