Study Guide

5.

1 Corinthians 1:1-9
September 11 & 12, 2021
1.

What comes to mind when you think of a city?(Corinth was a
bustling city much like we would think of our modern cities.
There was major trade, commerce, entertainment, sporting
events, sexual immorality, and people striving to climb up the
ladder of social status and success.) What do you like about
cities? What do you dislike?

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9
2.

Because we live in Green Bay, we are associated with the
Packers in the eyes of others. Similarly, if someone lived in
Corinth, there was the association with sexual immorality. That
may be the context of where the church is located, but it’s not
the identity. What is the church’s identity in 1 Corinthians 1:2?
What does it mean to be sancti ed?

3.

How is the church both local and global in verse 2? Why is it
important to be part of a local church? What do you nd to be
challenging in being part of a local church? What is the
blessing?

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi

4. Do you ever nd yourself setting parameters to where the
message of Jesus can take root? In a recent message, we were
reminded about Jonah’s perception of Ninevah. Corinth was
exactly the best of places either. How does verse 2 remind us
that the message is for anywhere?

In verses 4-9, who is the one who acts? What does the church
possess according to these verses? What is the basis for
receiving these things (Hint: verse 4)?

6. As we will see throughout this letter, the church in Corinth was
messed up! There was division, sexual immorality, people
getting drunk on communion, and more. Why do you think
Paul didn’t just cut to the chase at the opening of his letter and
call out the problems?
7.

There are three insuf cient ways of dealing with problems: (1)
ignore them; (2) candy coat them; or (3) make them the main
focus. Why is it unloving to handle problems in any of these
ways? Do you tend to address problems with others in one or
more of these ways?

8. What is the difference between buttering someone up and
doing what Paul is doing at the beginning of this letter? How
could Paul’s approach similarly help you in addressing issues
with other believers? What principle do we see in Ephesians
4:15?
9. Why do you think it’s important for the church to remember
what we possess because of Jesus?
10. Verse 7 talks about an end date in mind — when Christ is
revealed. What is the con dence we have as we look to the day
we see Jesus face to face?
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5.

How does the gospel of Christ unify a church full of people who
believe differently politically or socially?

1 Corinthians 1:10-2:5
September 18 & 19, 2021

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-2:5
1.

What was at the root of the divisions mentioned in 1
Corinthians 1:10-17? How could you see this as a similar
scenario playing out in our local church? What divisions do you
see right now getting played out in churches?

6. Why do you think that Christ cruci ed was a stumbling block
to the Jews? Why was it foolishness to the Gentiles? What do
you think our current world thinks about the truth of Jesus?

7.
2.

3.

From what state or background does God call all of us to
Himself? (Hint: verse 26)

What might Paul say to us in the church about our politics or
stances on current events?

Why is it so important that the church has no divisions in it?
What does it prevent from happening?

fi

4. What does Paul say is at the heart of all of it? Not who baptized
who, but what? (Hint: verse 17)

8. In verse 31, we are called to only boast in the Lord. How can we
effectively do that as a church and as individuals?

9. As Paul continues to instruct a messy church, what do you
notice that he continually points back to?
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1 Corinthians 2:6-16

4. Verse 10 can be a summary verse for this section. Read it again.
How does God grant us access to His deep thoughts, desires,
and purpose?

September 25 & 26, 2021

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-16
1.

5.

While listening to the weekend messages and/or studying
these verses, what stood out to you? Why do you think God
highlighted that for you this past week?

The Bible shares that the Spirit of God lives in all believers.
Re ect on the reality that God lives inside of us. How does that
change the way Christians should live?

6. What are some of the ways the Bible instructs us to live
“foolishly” in the eyes of the world?
2.

Paul, the author of 1 Corinthians, uses the word mature. Based
on the message this past weekend and your study, what group
of people is he referring to?
7.

Paul is contrasting the wisdom of the world and the Godly
wisdom that Christians have. What do you believe causes the
difference in wisdom between these two groups? What are the
motives of each group?

fi

fl

3.

How do you best listen to the Spirit of God? Give an example of
when you were con dent the Spirit of God was speaking to
you?

8. What is God asking you to do after learning more about this
section of the Bible? What is your next step?
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1 Corinthians 3:1-23

4. Paul thinks the Corinthians have failed to grasp that God is
ultimately responsible for any conversion and transformation
(v. 5-7). How would deeply believing that impact the way you
share your faith or make disciples?

October 2 & 3, 2021
1.

Ask God’s Spirit to speak to you and then Read 1 Corinthians
3:1-23. Jot down what stands out to you and write down any
questions it raises for you!
5.

2.

In 3:1-4 Paul says he wishes he could talk to the Corinthians like
“people who live by the Spirit” but instead he has to talk to
them like people who are still worldly (of the esh). Go read
Romans 8:5-17 and Galatians 5:16-26 and write down the
attributes of the Spirit-life versus the esh.

FLESH

6. What does it mean that we (the church) are the temple of God
(v. 16)?

SPIRIT

7.

Exhibit “A” of Corinthian eshliness is their dividing up over
which leader they follow (v. 3-4). What kind of things are
Christians in our church divided over? How about in our city?

Finally, Paul tells us not to be wise by the standard of this
world. Let’s be honest, sometimes our thinking re ects our
culture, rather than the kingdom of God. How might God’s
wisdom differ from the world’s wisdom in these areas?
• Leadership/power
• Money
• Sex/love
• Work

fl

fl

fl

fl

Pray and ask God to ll you with the Spirit so that you will
not live like the world, but according to God’s wisdom.

fi

3.

Paul also teaches us that God will one day evaluate all ministry
efforts for what they really are (v. 8-15). He’ll judge what was
useless and praise what was Christ-honoring and exalting.
What is your reaction to that truth?
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5.

1 Corinthians 4

Make a list contrasting the perspectives of the Corinthians and
those of Paul in vs. 8-13. Look at the list you made about Paul.
Was he just being a downer?

October 9 & 10, 2021

Read 1 Corinthians 4
1.

What qualities would you look for if you were hiring an
employee? A house sitter? A babysitter? Which of these qualities
would be important qualities for the servant of Christ?

2.

How does our culture impact our view of leadership? Why is it
important to have a bIblical understanding of leadership?
What are key qualities pertaining to leadership in vs. 1-2?

3.

We don’t want people to judge us. “Don’t judge me” is a
common refrain today. We think others are too critical
compared to our own judgment of ourselves. How does Paul
keep perspective regarding the judgements of others? Why is
this important to remember for those of us that struggle with
being people pleasers? What does Paul say about our own
evaluation of ourselves?

6. If Paul was making a commercial for the Church based on
these statements, what kind of impact do you think his words
would have? How does this serve as a good reminder of what
following Jesus is about?

7.

Read Mark 8:34-36. What does it mean to deny ourselves?
What limits do we set on doing that?

8. What was Paul’s reason for saying he was their father through
the gospel? Who has been a parental gure to you in the
gospel? What aspects of that role do we see in this passage?

9. There may be a tendency to think that the person with the
platform has the power. Where is the real power according to
vs. 19-20? How does this coincide with Romans 1:16?

fi

fi

4. The hidden motivations of our heart will be laid bare before
God. That which was God honoring will receive praise from
God. Have you ever considered that the good things you did
today will one day be praised by God? What impact should
that ultimate reality make on our lives?

As you close, pray that your motivations, con dence, and
actions would be based on the power and hope that is
found only in the goodness of Jesus.
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5.

Read Matthew 18:15-20. What is the process for confronting sin
within the church?

1 Corinthians 5
October 16 & 17, 2021

Read 1 Corinthians 5
1.

6. Why shouldn’t the church just ignore the sin and let it go (Hint:
v. 7)?

Looking at verse 1, why is it not surprising that there is a case of
sexual immorality among the Corinthians?
7.

2.

According to verse 11, how should we react to believers who are
actively pursuing a sinful lifestyle without repentance? Why?

Besides this man’s sin, what other sin is Paul calling out (Hint:
v. 2)? In what way do you think the Corinthians are proud?
8. Re-read verses 9-10 and 12. How should we think about those
outside the church?

3.

What are the two right responses to open sin in the church
based on verse 2? Why should someone else’s sin cause us to
grieve? What would disfellowship look like today?

4. Read verse 5 again. What does it mean to hand this man over
to Satan?

9. Think about your experience in church throughout your life.
How has the church dealt with sin well? Where does it need to
improve?

10. Since everyone sins, what types of sins should be called out
and confronted in the church?
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1 Corinthians 6:1-11

4. If you were in con ict with someone else in the church, would
you see that as a private matter or would you involve someone
else? What should be done if it is not resolved between the
two parties according to this passage?

October 22 & 23, 2021
1.

How many of you are highly organized people? Share some of
your organizational habits (how you organize your clothes, spice
rack, movie collection, etc). In the same way that we organize
things, we can’t compartmentalize our lives. There are certain
ways we act depending on who is around or the context that we
are in. What we see in today’s passage is that the impact Jesus
makes on our lives changes everything, including conflicts.

Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-11
2.

From the list below, which of these do you think is likely to occur
within the church? And what impact does such a messy situation
have on the church?
Disagreements
Conflicts

Conflicts
Scams

fl

While no one enjoys messy situations, why is it important to
address such con icts in the church according to verse 5?
(Paul asks a question here, but what is the point he is
implying?) How were some in the Corinthian church handling
their conflict? Are you naturally wired to stew in disagreements/
con icts with others or seek their resolution?

fl

fl

3.

Frustrations
Division

5.

What is the danger of the church following the same standard as
the world? What is the basis for us striving for unity according to
verse 8?

6. What does Paul list as a wrongdoer in this passage? What
would you say to someone that says this is just a cultural issue
for Paul’s day that is not applicable to today?

7.

Why should Paul’s comments in verse 9 be a wake up call to
anyone that is actively living out in this fashion? What’s the
hope in verse 11?

8. What is the point of Paul reminding them of who they are in
Christ? How often do you need to be reminded of that?

9. Compare what Paul is saying here to 2 Corinthians 5:16-19.
What is the basis for our reconciliation with God? What is the
basis for our reconciliation to one another?
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3.

1 Corinthians 6:12-20

In this passage Paul is correcting some lies about sex that the
Corinthians had bought into the from their culture. Write down
some lies about sex we tend to buy into from our culture?

October 30 & 31, 2021
1.

Whenever the Biblical writers talk about marriage, gender, and
sexuality they do it with a baseline assumption that God’s
blueprint for marriage, gender, and sexuality is found in the
creation narratives of Genesis 1-2 (you can see this clearly in the
way Jesus uses Genesis 1:27 and 2:24 in Matthew 19:3-8). If you
want a refresher on that foundational blueprint go ahead and
read Genesis 1:26-28 and Genesis 2:15-25. What are some key
truths we see established in these passages?

4. In response to the lie that people are free to do whatever they
want sexually, Paul says that “not everything is bene cial” and
“I will not be mastered by anything”. In what way is sexual sin
“not bene cial”? In what ways can it become a “master”?

5.

Paul says we should avoid sexual sin because of Jesus’
resurrection and our future resurrection (v. 15). What’s the
connection there? What do you think?

PRAY and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you and then
READ 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 two times out loud.
2.

In this passage Paul is addressing “sexual immorality” and
“fornication” (Greek: porneia). New Testament Scholar, Craig
Blomberg said, “This is the broadest term for sexual sin in the
Greek language, embracing any form of intercourse between
two individuals who are not united in heterosexual marriage.”
Pause and re ect for a moment on whether or not there’s any
ongoing porneia in your life, your thoughts, your heart right
now and confess it to God.

6. In verse 19 we read that we are not our own, we were bought
at a price. What is that price? If we really believe that truth,
how should it change the way we live?

fi

fl

fi

Take some time and remind yourself of the Gospel. If you have
sexual sin in your past or present and you have confessed to Jesus
and repented, you are forgiven. Go ahead and write out the words
of Romans 8:1 and carry it around with you today!
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5.

1 Corinthians 7
November 6 & 7, 2021

Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you
and then read 1 Corinthians 7:1-40.
In last week’s study guide we looked at the foundational passages
for the Bible’s view of marriage. If you didn’t look at last week’s
guide it might be helpful to go nd it and study those passages. In
this section of his letter Paul is addressing questions that the
Corinthians had raised about marriage and singleness and
discusses how whatever our relationship status, we should be
grateful and faithful.
1.

How would you describe the view of marriage handed down to
you by your family? How has it changed throughout the years?

2.

Are you married or single right now? What are the bene ts
(practical and spiritual) of your “relationship status” right now?
What are the challenges of your relationship status?

3.

1 Corinthians 7:3-6 discusses a married couple’s mutual
responsibility to one another sexually. What kind of behavior/
attitudes are these verses given to correct? How could these
verses possibly be twisted and abused by sinful people?

fi

fi

4. In verses 10-16 Paul teaches us how we should think about
divorce. He refers to Jesus’ instructions about divorce (cf.
Matthew 5:32, 19:9) and then gives his own God-inspired
instructions. According to Jesus and Paul what are the two
explicit exceptions for why believers may get divorced? [[by the
way, many theologians/pastors would also say abuse falls
under the exception given by Paul]]

What are some other reasons people decide to divorce that
would not be permitted by Scripture? How would you speak
with a brother or a sister considering divorce for some other
reason? How would you challenge and encourage them and
what posture would you take?

6. In between addressing marriage and singleness, Paul seems to
take a detour in verses 17-24. Look carefully at this passage.
There is a phrase that’s repeated three times that summarizes
what he’s driving at. What is it? What’s the basic gist of this
section, and how does it relate to marriage and singleness?

7.

What are some different types of status that people might look
to change today, but that we shouldn’t be concerned with
because of our membership in God’s Kingdom?

8. In verses 25-40 Paul tells the single person that getting
married would be good and not being married would be good!
They are free to choose either way. If you are single, what kind
of factors should go into deciding whether or not to pursue
marriage?

9. Paul tells widows they can remarry, but the person must
belong to the Lord. It seems that he taught that people who
were already Christians should not get married to unbelievers
(possibly 2 Corinthians 6:14 can be applied). Be honest. Do you
view this as a command from God or more like a guideline to
take under advisement? If you’re single, how should that
impact your dating?
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1 Corinthians 8

6. Why should we be careful what we do around others? Does
this mean we are living according to others’ convictions
instead of our own?

November 13 & 14, 2021

Read 1 Corinthians 8
7.
1.

How big of an issue is personal rights today? What is the main
issue the Corinthian church is dealing with in this passage?

2.

What is the “knowledge” that Paul is referring to and how can
it get in the way of loving other believers?

3.

What is the true fact of idols and eating food sacri ced to
idols?

What did Jesus lay aside in Philippians 2:5-8? So what should
we be willing to do?

8. If we misuse our freedom, what are we doing? How could
using our freedom actually be used to enslave someone else?

9. Should we be willing to sacri ce our own enjoyment for
others? Why is this dif cult to do?
4. Why is it important to have both the fact, but also have a
primary motivation of love?

fi

fi

fi

fi

What do you think it means to have your conscience de led?

fi

5.

10. What other areas, besides food sacri ced to idols, might this
apply to? What are some of the most highly contested areas in
our church?
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5.

1 Corinthians 9

The second half of verse 12 says, “BUT we did not use this right.
On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder
the gospel of Christ.” What hindrance can you think of that
might occur if Paul were to demand his rights?

November 20 & 21, 2021
1.

What have been your biggest take aways so far from this study
of the rst letter to the Corinthians? Are there any speci c
challenges that surprise you or feel particularly relevant? What
about Paul’s responses? Has anything stood out to you?

6. Read verse 19-23. All of us have people we connect with and
skills we can use to minister. Paul says we are even rewarded
for it! In what areas in the church do you serve? Do you have a
group or a person that you are ministering to outside of the
church (people at work, family, hobbies, school, etc.)?

7.

READ 1 Corinthians 9
2.

3.

Can you think of a time in your life when you experienced a
new level of freedom? What did it mean to you?

Paul talks about his freedoms as an apostle. As we discussed
this weekend, he is not one of the rst twelve apostles, but he
is an apostle. After reading verses 1-6, why does Paul feel he
has the right to be viewed as an apostle and what does he say
is his proof?

What freedoms does he say he and Barnabas are not being
afforded?

fi

fi

4. Read verses 7-12. In a simple statement, simplify Paul’s logic as
to why he should be given the rewards and freedoms of an
apostle.

fi

Do you realize that there is a reward for what you do? 23 I do all
this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.
What do you think those blessings are?

8. Read verses 24-27. Paul understood the discipline, focus, and
purpose that was on his life to work for God the way he did.
What does this look like for you?

How can we intentionally “run the race” to get the prize? What
is that prize?

Finally, close in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to show each of you
where He has called you to run the race (serve). If you are currently
serving … thank you! Pray for strength for those who may be tired
or unsure of the value of what they do in service to Christ through
His church to both Christians in the church and the community at
large. Pray for effectiveness in ministry that we “might win some”.

