Paris, 26 November 2020

“Air Quality Challenge”: Covivio, EDF and Impulse Partners announce the
laureates of the European call for projects
What are the innovative solutions to improve indoor air quality while reducing energy
consumption of buildings?

Indoor air quality is a public health and well-being issue which is especially important today given the
current health context. In June, long-term real estate partners Covivio and EDF joined forces with
innovation specialist Impulse Partners to launch the European call for projects “Air Quality Challenge”,
aimed at start-ups, SMEs and large companies that offer new and innovative solutions to meet the
challenges of indoor air quality and energy efficiency. After 4 months of consultation, Covivio and EDF
unveil the winning solutions.
A European initiative for future testing on the Covivio and EDF real estate portfolios
Around 70 applications from 10 different countries were submitted to the website
www.airqualitychallenge.com and scrutinised by Covivio and EDF. After analysis,9 finalists were
selected and interviewed by a panel of experts in innovation, R&D, real estate and air quality.
After evaluating the proposed solutions on the basis of criteria related to the improvement of indoor air
quality and energy efficiency, Covivio and EDF selected the following companies: OCTOPUS LAB
and ENERBRAIN.

About the winning companies
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quality forecasts and avoiding pollution peaks while managing the HVAC (Heating, Ventilation and
Air-Conditioning) systems to guarantee indoor air quality and optimize energy savings. This solution
is powered by an exclusive indoor air chemistry model coming from academic research and IA-based
algorithms treating real time data from the buildings. Depending on indoor and outdoor air forecasts,
INDALO Supervision controls the HVAC systems to guarantee an air renewal maximizing occupant’s
health, comfort and energy savings.

Name: ENERBRAIN
Date created: 2014
Solution: Enerbrain was founded to reduce carbon footprint by reducing energy consumption and
deliver better air quality and comfort to people in buildings. Enerbrain achieves this by providing
optimised control for heating, cooling, and ventilation thanks to the use of advanced artificial
intelligence. This solution also offers a system integration service that allows business insight,
supports better-informed decision making and lower operational costs. The fields of application are
vast: offices, schools, airports, shopping centers, industries or production plants.
These innovative solutions are due to be trialled on buildings in the Covivio and EDF portfolios in
2021.

1

“The results of this call for projects confirm that indoor air quality is of real concern to businesses and
that innovative solutions exist or are being developed by numerous companies. The next step for
Covivio is to trial these projects across our portfolio with a view to improving the comfort and wellbeing of our clients, as well as the overall environmental performance of our buildings.” Marielle
Seegmuller, Operations Director Covivio.
“Innovation and sustainability are more closely linked than ever, enabling new ideas and concrete
solutions to be found that address both issues of occupant well-being and building energy
performance. The number of applications received on the important subject of indoor air quality shows
just how relevant the Air Quality Challenge is.” Philippe Boyer and Jean-Eric Fournier, Director of
Innovation and Director of Sustainability Development Covivio.
“The first environmental regulation for new buildings will shortly come into force in France. This will
target carbon neutrality and make buildings an integral part of the energy transition. It will mean that
buildings are more comfortable, but it is up to us – as project owners, companies and start-ups – to
make them healthier by fostering effective solutions. We’re delighted to have launched this challenge
with a leading actor like Covivio and with the support of Impulse Partners and more importantly, to
have received so many responses. I’m confident that the pilot sites will underscore the importance of
tackling air quality and that innovative solutions exist to protect the health of our fellow citizens.” Didier
Roustan, Head of the Trading and Services Programme at EDF’s R&D division.
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APPENDICES
Reminder of the eligibility criteria
Any company (start-up, SME or major group), laboratory or non-profit organisation operating in one or
more European Union, as well as Switzerland, UK, Iceland and Norway.
The aim of this challenge was to identify and utilise innovative materials, processes, products or
services that help improve indoor air quality while reducing energy consumption. Projects based on
biomimetics were of particular interest. Candidates were also asked whether their solutions were
mature or still under development (at a fairly advanced stage), so that they could then be tested at
scale.

About the candidates
Breakdown of companies responding to the call for projects:
 Start-ups: 67%
 Major groups: 20%
 SMEs: 14%
Breakdown of companies by country:
 France: 58%
 UK: 11%
 Italy: 9%
 Spain: 3%
 Denmark: 3%
 Luxembourg: 3%
 Others: 14%

Reminder of the timetable
 2 June to 30 September 2020 > Submission of entries on the website
 1 to 31 October 2020 > Shortlisting of applications
 6 November 2020 > Notification of applicants and finalists; information about the judging panel
 27 November 2020 > Announcement of the winners and presentation of the projects
 December 2020 to January 2021 > Preparation of pilot agreements with the winners
 1st quarter of 2021 > Launch of pilot projects
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About COVIVIO
Thanks to its partnering history, its real estate expertise and its European culture, Covivio is inventing
today's user experience and designing tomorrow's city. A preferred real estate player at the European
level, Covivio is close to its end users, capturing their aspirations, combining work, travel, living, and
co-inventing vibrant spaces.
A benchmark in the European real estate market with €25 billion in assets, Covivio offers support to
companies, hotel brands and local authorities in their pursuit of attractiveness, transformation and
sustainable performance. Covivio's corporate purpose, “build sustainable relationships and wellbeing”,
fully embraces its role as a responsible real estate operator for all its stakeholders: clients,
shareholders, financial partners, internal teams, communities or future generations. In addition, its
living approach of real estate opens up exciting project and career prospects for its teams.
www.covivio.eu
About EDF
A key player in energy transition, the EDF Group is an integrated electricity company, active in all
areas of the business: genera-tion, transmission, distribution, energy supply and trading, energy
services. A global leader in low-carbon energies, the Group has developed a diversified generation
mix based on nuclear power, hydropower, new renewable energies and thermal energy. The Group is
involved in supplying energy and services to approximately 38.9 million customers(1), 28.8 million of
which are in France. It generated consolidated sales of €71 billion in 2019. EDF is listed on the Paris
Stock Exchange.
(1) The customers were counted at the end of 2019 per delivery site; a customer can have two delivery points: one for electricity
and another for gas.

About Impulse Partners
An expert in accelerating the pace of innovation in the construction, infrastructure, urban development
and energy sectors, Impulse Partners develops ecosystems that pair start-ups and innovative
solutions with major clients, local authorities and specialised investors. Our teams identify the most
innovative and promising start-ups and connect them with industry leaders to fast-track their
development and the implementation of their ideas.
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