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gGressingham Parish Council 

Unconfirmed Minutes of the of the 388th 
meeting held on 25th July 2022 

 
A meeting of Gressingham Parish Council was held on 25th July 2022 at which the following 
people were present: Martin Brooks (MB) (Chair), Michele Luxon (ML), Grant Parker (GP), 
Neil Read (NR) and Sally Riley (SR) plus the Clerk, Lesley Wareing (LW). 
 
388/1 Apologies for absence 

None, all members were present. 
 

388/2  Declarations of Interest 
None. 
 

388/3  Minutes of previous meetings 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 30th May  2022 were 

approved for signature by the Chair. 
 

388/4 Matters arising from previous minutes (not covered elsewhere)  

Arising from 387/6h) (30th May 2022): the Clerk reported that the existing 
Code of Conduct, adopted previously by the PC, had been reformatted but not 
changed in principle or substance.  She would email a copy to all members. 

 

388/5 Finance and Governance 
a) 2022/23 in-year financial position as at 25th July 2022 

It was noted that the bank balance was £4297.77.  A replacement battery 
had been purchased for the defibrillator at a cost of £336.00 (£280 net of  
VAT).  It was confirmed that a sum of £30 should be paid annually to the 
property owners in respect of (the wired-in) SpID expenses.  The sum would 
be reviewed annually.  Members discussed other known and possible 
expenditure during the remainder of the 2022/23 financial year and 
considered the purchase a new, larger PC notice board.  In view of the cost 
(~£1K) and the likely low usage, it was agreed not to proceed for the time 
being but to keep the matter under review.  Given that in this financial year the 
PC had already purchased a new traffic mirror and a replacement battery for 
the defibrillator it was agreed not to authorise any additional expenditure at 
this juncture. 

RESOLVED: to approve the financial report to 25th July 2022 and to 
agree that the chair should sign the financial statement. 

b) 2021/22 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 

The Clerk reported that the 2021/22 Certificate of Exemption had been 

submitted to the external auditors before the 1 July deadline and a formal 

acknowledgement had been received and placed on file. All other documents 

and notifications had been published as required.  The AGAR process was 

now therefore completed. 

c) Monitoring against Annual Governance Cycle 

It was noted that all actions had been carried out at the required times. 
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388/6 Gressingham and Eskrigge Community Emergency Plan (CEP) 
It was noted that the CEP would be reviewed before the end of the 

calendar year.  Action: NR 
 

388/7 Police and Crime/Neighbourhood Watch 
It was noted that Neighbourhood Watch signs for lampposts had been 

ordered. 
Action: MB/ML 

 

388/8 Planning and Tree Works 
a)  18/01165/HYB: Hornby - erection of 76 residential units and GP surgery,  

(NOT supported by the PC).  Councillors received an oral update from SR on 

the current position and noted the following:  

i) further letters had been sent to: 

 the Lunesdale Surgery and the MBCCG; 

 to the Lancaster City Council Planning and Regeneration 

Department; 

 to the Lancashire County Council Highways Department. 

Responses had been received to all three.  The earliest date on which the 

application could now be considered by the City Council Planning Committee 

was 15th August 2022.  SR would keep liaising with relevant bodies. 

ii)  was also noted that LW had not yet been able to make contact with 

the new Clerk of Hornby PC to request a copy of  the traffic survey report, 

commissioned by Story Homes for the 2018 application, and promised by 

John Winstanley.  She would continue to pursue.  Action: MB/SR/LW 

b)  22/00401/FUL: Fleets Farm – erection of field shelter and excavation of 

land to form storage area underneath. 

It was agreed that LW should send a response to the Planning Office 

stating that the PC had no objection to change of use from agricultural land to 

equestrian use or to the erection of the proposed storage building provided 

that the use to which the new building is put does not lead to any breach of 

the conditions set when approval was granted for the creation of the outdoor 

manège in December 2017.  Action: LW 

c)  22/00576/FUL: Bellevue Farm, Eskrigge Lane, Gressingham  

It was noted that the PC had no objections to this application. 

388/9  Road Maintenance and traffic  
a) Traffic issues and road safety concerns 

PC members further discussed ongoing concerns about the volume and 
speed of traffic travelling through the village and proposed traffic calming 
measures.  These included the application to the County Council for a 20mph 
limit and the County Council’s offer of an enhanced-visibility speed limit sign 
and a “Please Drive Carefully” sign in Rabbit Lane - both of which were in 
progress.  Action: NR 

It was noted that the traffic mirror the garden of Relph Cottage had become 
partly obscured by plant growth.  SR would speak to the homeowner. 

It was reported that the “Unsuitable for Wide Vehicles” sign at the bottom of 
Eskrigge Lane had disintegrated over the years and it was agreed that the 
Clerk should contact the County Council Highways Department to request a 
new sign.  There had recently been a number of large vehicles trying (and 
failing) to drive up the lane. 
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b)  SpID update  
It was noted that both SpIDs were working satisfactorily.   

c)   Road fault reports  

It was noted that of the twelve open road faults on the County Council 

website reported to the May meeting nine had now been closed: W677576, 

W677574, W673234, W611319, W673236, W673239, W670948 assessed as 

“No work required”; W657388 and W679270 shown as “Work completed”.  

Three, W621658, W621661 and W683119, are still awaiting assessment.  

Two new reports had been added, both still awaiting assessment: W699257 

(damaged speed limit signs on Fall Kirk near Gressingham Hall and W702645 

(an overhanging tree on Fall Kirk near Angle House).  This makes five open 

faults in total.  It was agreed to keep monitoring all faults.  Action: LW (to 

report) 

388/10  Amenities and facilities 
a) Defibrillator 

SR had purchased and installed replacement battery and had updated 
the web site accordingly.  It was also noted that Aughton were in the process 
of purchasing defibrillators and had expressed an interest in shared training 
with Gressingham.  Action: SR 
b) White Bridges path 

Members further discussed the need for some maintenance work both to 
the path surface and to the railings of the white bridges over the becks.  It was 
agreed that the Clerk should report the state of the bridges to County Council 
and that SR would organise a working party for later in the summer to clear 
out vegetation.  Action: LW/SR 
c) Lancashire County Council footpath clearance grant 

It was agreed to bid for the 2022/23 grant of £500 and the separate 
Biodiversity grant of £300.  It was agreed that the Clerk should then invite 
expressions of interest for the footpath work  Action LW 
d) Greener Gressingham 

It was reported that the City Council tree planting scheme was no longer 
operating and the project could only be taken forward if someone 
volunteered to organise it and liaise directly with the Woodland Trust. 

It was planned to use the Lancashire County Council Biodiversity grant of 
£300 to purchase wildflower plants, nesting boxes and insect boxes. 
Frances Hamlett had agreed to oversee the purchases. 

e) Water main bursts 
LW had drafted  a letter to United Utilities to be sent ASAP with a copy to 

be sent to the Lancashire County Council Highways Department.   
Action: LW/MB 

f)    Pearson Trust Working Group (PTWG) 
It was reported that Jane Paxman had intended to submit an “expression 

of interest” re funding to  the Heritage Lottery Fund in early June 2022. 

388/11 Date of next meeting 

Monday 12th September 2022 was agreed as the date of next meeting. 

Note: these minutes are unconfirmed until ratified by the next meeting of 
Gressingham Parish Council 


