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HAND-PICKED TRUSTED BUSINESSES  

“Diana and I proudly bring you local businesses you can trust.”
“Each month, our team researches, meets with, and hand-picks businesses the community loves. To make 
it easy for you to choose, we select no more than two businesses per category. Experience the feeling of a 
brighter day when choosing to ‘shop local’ with the wonderful businesses of Hometown News USA.” 

See “CLEAR SUNSET CAR WASH” on page 38

Freshly washed, your car clearly glimmers in the bright Florida sun—not a 
water spot in sight. Thanks to the team at Clear Sunset Car Wash, your car 
now looks incredible, sparkling clean both inside and out. 

A clean-car fanatic, you never thought anyone could clean your vehicle as 
well as you did, but Clear Sunset proved you wrong. Thanks to Tony Milen 
and his team, and your Unlimited Pass membership—which lets you get your 
vehicle washed as often as you like—your car always looks its slick, shining 
best, and you no longer spend hours and hours cleaning it every week.  

A Passion For Clean Cars And Exceptional Customer Service 
Tony Milen was raised in the car-wash business. In 1954, his dad started a 

chain called Jax Kar Wash in Michigan. “My brothers and I helped Dad grow 
the business to 11 locations in the city and suburbs of Detroit. Together, we’ve 
washed more than 50 million cars, so we definitely know what we’re doing.”

 CLEAR SUNSET CAR WASH
The Clear Place To Go When You Want

The Cleanest Car In Town   
BY KATHI LOWE 

Outside, it’s one of those 
muggy, “pollenated” 
days that make it tough 
to breathe. As you step 
through your front door, 
crisp, clean air embraces 
you. By the time you reach 
the kitchen for a cool 
drink, you feel invigorated, 
the lethargy of a long day 
in the heat washed away. 
Standing at your kitchen 
island, you take a moment just to appreciate that 
clean, refreshing air.

When your A/C’s compressor froze up over the 
weekend, you were certain it would be a long, hot 
Sunday, but, thanks to Gator Air Conditioning’s 

round-the-clock 
emergency service, there 
was a tech at your door 
in minutes. Less than 
an hour later, your A/C 
unit was working better 
than ever, so you could 
enjoy a comfortable 
night’s sleep and a 
refreshing refuge from 
the summer heat.

Making Life Comfortable
When the large air conditioning company 
Jim Pomroy worked for was purchased by a 
competitor in 1997, Jim decided it was time to 
go out on his own. He bought a little red truck 

GATOR AIR CONDITIONING
Mike Wick, Jimmy Romagnola, And Their Team Deliver Cool

Relief And Clean Air In Homes And Businesses
BY E. ADAM PORTER 

See “GATOR AIR CONDITIONING” on page 44.  
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HAND-PICKED TRUSTED BUSINESSES

Concrete Craft is all 
about transforming 

interiors—including 
flooring—and exterior 

spaces into works of art.

Love The Special Lane For 
Passholders

When Tom and Wendy Miller 
moved here from Pennsylvania, 
they discovered Clear Sunset was 
right down the street from their 
home.

“We’d occasionally stop by to 
wash our cars,” Tom says. “Then, 
a friend bought me an annual 
pass for my birthday, and I started 
going there all the time. That was 
four years ago; we’ve been buying 
annual passes every year now. We 
could get our cars washed several 
times a day if we wanted! The car 
wash is absolutely fantastic; our 
cars always look wonderful. Tony 
and Terri are also our neighbors, 
so we’ve gotten to know them as 
well. They are very friendly, and 
it’s amazing what they’ve done 
and how they keep putting money 
back into the business to improve 
the experience. They even listen 
to customer input and sometimes 
implement their suggestions. 

“They are always upgrading 

equipment at the car 
wash or doing something 
new for customers. 
The special lane for 
Unlimited Passholders 
is wonderful. We don’t 
have to wait as long 
which is especially great 
during season. Tony and 
Terri are also an excellent 
part of our community; 
they offer a lot of special 
deals all year long to 
support the people who 
live and work here.” 

Ideal For Business
Or Personal Vehicles

Kevin Henault is probably one 
of Tony’s most frequent and loyal 
customers. “I bring my personal and 
all my business vehicles there. The 
quality of service and their attention to 
detail are amazing. 

“I’ve been a client for nine years 
and a VIP member for a long time as 
well, so I get unlimited washes which 
is great. Tony knows what he’s doing, 

he does it exceptionally well, and he’s 
always doing upgrades.

“The special new lane for 
Passholders is great. You just pull 
up and get right in—as a business 
person, that’s important. Time is 
money. Personally, weekends are 
my time to do other things. The staff 
is friendly, and it’s just a joy to go 
there, especially since I don’t have 
to spend two hours in my driveway 
washing my own cars.” 

 

Timely, Excellent Service
Mitchell Shelby has been going to 
Clear Sunset since Tony bought it. “I 
have several cars and take all of them 
there. They do an excellent job, and 
the unlimited monthly pass is a very 
fair price. Everyone’s friendly and 
takes their work seriously. They want 
to make sure you’re satisfied when 
you leave.

“I’ve been going there since 
the beginning, so I’ve seen all the 
improvements Tony has made. He’s 
constantly upgrading equipment and 
offering different wash packages to 
provide a better value. The new lane 
for monthly Passholders is great, very 
21st century. There’s an automatic 
gate, and you just push a button and 
drive right in. No need to wait in line; 
it’s convenient and very nice.” 

Clear Sunset Car Wash is located 
at 6415 SR-64 East in Bradenton, 
34208. Call 941-746-9274 or visit 
www.clearsunsetcarwash.com to 
join their email list and receive 
special offers.

In 2008, Tony had the 
opportunity to purchase what is 
now Clear Sunset Car Wash. “My 
brother, who is still running the 
family business up in Michigan, 
is a partner, and I’m the managing 
partner. We pride ourselves on 
offering something for everyone, 
whether you’re coming in for 
a single car wash or you’re 
one of our Unlimited Pass VIP 
members.” 

Tony and his wife, Terri, are 
hands-on owners and always 
reinvesting money in the business. 
“We love having the best car-
washing equipment and delivering 
the ultimate customer service. 
We’re always looking to do more 
for customers, especially our 
loyal Unlimited Pass members. 
A few months ago, we put in a 
special Fast Pass Lane. It’s super 
high-tech and gets VIP members 
through the car wash much faster. 

An auto teller automatically reads 
the sticker on their car. It knows 
who they are and the monthly 
membership they have. The gate 
goes up and they go right in; no 
need to wait for a service advisor. 

“We’ve also put expanded 
lanes in the front and back, and 
we continue to grow. In June, 
we’re redoing the area where we 
do vacuuming and towel drying 
to make it more efficient and help 
process cars faster. Providing 
personalized attention drives me 
to be better in my business. We’ll 
also be doing other customer 
service enhancements like 
introducing a Value Pack Club, 
where you can purchase three-
wash gift cards that let you save 
20 percent. Our goal is to always 
deliver a great car wash and do 
it with a smile and kindness. We 
want customers to feel we’re 
looking out for the best interests 
of them and their vehicles.” 

To do that, Tony depends 
on Terri and his dedicated 

staff led by General Manager, 
Shanise. “Terri is my backbone. 
I completely depend on her. 
Shanise has great leadership 
skills and has spent the last six 
years working her way up to 
general manager. She handles the 
whole property; knowing what 
to do is second nature to her. Six 
months ago, Ken joined us as an 
assistant manager, plus we have 
a new Administrative Assistant, 
Alicia. She’s the face you see 
when walk in our lobby and is as 

smiley and bubbly as she can be. 
“It’s because of them and my 

other managers that Terri and I 
can start taking more time off. 
We’ve spent 10 years working 
full-time to build this business. 
This summer, we’re taking a 
nine-day trip to Hawaii. We’ve 
never taken a trip this long 
before, but we have a terrific 
management team in place 
now. It will be nice to be able 
to get away together and know 
everything will be great.”

“CLEAR SUNSET
CAR WASH” 
Continued from pg. 1


