
INFO SESSION - GUIDELINES 
[November 3, 2016 @ MIT Sloan]



>> Inspiring visions of the future <<

Do you ever wonder what your future might look like in 50 years. 

In a world where technology and science are ever more powerful?

> WELCOME TO THE FASTFORWARD CHALLENGE < 



A Unique Opportunity
November 3rd - December 3rd, 2016
30 Days to research, prototype, and test your futurist scenario - 

Info Session
November 3rd – Apply 
individually or as a team 
Join the movement!
Deadline to apply: 
November 8th

3 Workshops
Nov 9 / Nov 18 / Dec 2
Unlock your future thinking 
skills with the FastForward 
method. Choose your 
challenge and build your 
scenario. 

Conference 
Finalize your scenario 
with speakers, catalysts, 
designers, and futurists. 
Tell your story to the 
whole audience and 
Editing Committee 

The Review 
Aim for one of 3 mentions 
- WOW, best process, 
audience catch - and get 
your story published in 
the 2016 Edition of the 
Future of People Review

THE FASTFORWARD CHALLENGE



WHY participate?
>> Benefit from FastForwarding yourself into the future <<

Learn 
new skills

Discover the FastForward 
methodology, get access 
to great future building 
tools, activate your future 
thinking potential - 
Benefit from our toolkit, 
mentorship, and scale up 
your game!

Amazing network 
& community   

Get access to other leading 
Luminaries 2.0, likeminded 
peers, experts and raw 
talents - Boost your ideas 
and great achievements 
through new provoking 
questions and bold 
suggestions.

High Impact, 
High notice

Directly interact with 
inspiring innovative 
leaders, be identified as 
a high potential capable 
of making a difference in 
an organization and the 
world. Have a voice, 
design your future!



Future Thinking is key for all leaders, creators, managers, and 
citizens to better navigate the complexity of the knowledge 
economy. 

The digital revolution changed all norms and made many 
tools obsolete, increasing gaps between those who can think 
ahead, and those lacking the creative ability to continuously 
write their own story. 

We believe that everyone can envision the future to better 
participate in it. 

We developed a methodology to facilitate and create open 
access to FUTURE THINKING.  

FUTURE THINKING, for ALL 

How is the 
world changing?

What role can I 
and will I play?

What future 
do I want to 
shape?

What needs to 
happen for this 
vision to come 
to life?



Workshop 1 - Nov 9th
Discover FUTURE THINKING
using the FastForward 
Method. Decide what topic 
intrigues you the most 
-human body, mind and/or 
society- and start building 
your scenario. 

Workshop 2 - Nov 18th
FASTFORWARD

Leverage design fiction 
tools and refine your 

story

Workshop 3 - Dec 2 
REWIND & PLAY 

What needs to happen for your 
story to materialize?! Back 

engineer the roadmap to this 
scenario with guidance from 

designers, futurists, and peers. 

Conference Day - Dec 3rd
Attend the conference and 
finalize your scenario with 
speakers and experts. Tell your 
story to the audience and an 
amazing Editing Committee. Be 
published! 

What will you do?

ARE YOU 
READY?!



FASTFORWARD Methodology

Scan the horizon
Explore your future
Record memories 
Map your scenario 

>> Design Scenario

Build your matrix 
Backengineer
Highlight steps, layer 
by layer 

>> Roadmap Matrix

Next step
Lay out our plan
Choose your 1st move 
Make it!

>> Radar chart

Share your story 
Gather your proofs
Leverage all the media 
you need

>> Design Fiction

First, go back in time
No bias allowed 
Target your future 
Unlock your seatbelt

>> Intro to Compass

1
UNLOCK

2
FAST

FORWARD

3
REWIND

4
PLAY

5
TELL

For each step you will benefit from a dedicated workshop, tools, reads, and advice from experts. 



Tell your best story 
CHECK LIST

➔ Challenge - what future do you care more about? 

➔ Horizon Scan - which big forces influence your scenario? 

➔ Characters - who is taking the trip? 

➔ Structure - do you have it all? Incipit, Setup, Conflict, Resolution

➔ Event/Story Maps - how can you best represent your vision? 

➔ Simulacra - what does your future world actually look like? 

>> WHAT DO YOU SEE? <<



MORNING
Enjoy the conference keynotes & panels 

LUNCH
Mingle & get to know your amazing peers 

AFTERNOON
- Participate in the Future Careers session (who doesn’t need a plan B... )
- Take part in the exclusive and final FastForward Challenge workshop 

- facilitated by professional designers and futurists
- 2 hours to finalize your scenario with the help of industry experts and speakers 
- 12 teams max selected for this final session and pitch 

- Get inspired by young innovators who are already leading the world towards the future 
- PITCH in front of the Editing Committee  and whole audience and you WIN a mention?!! 

December 3rd @ the MIT Media Lab 
 > Welcome to your future < 

 FREE! 



BE PUBLISHED 
>> in the 2016 Edition of the Future of People Review <<

GET A VOICE… and a seat at the table 
Guest Editor in Chief - Eric Weinstein, Physicist and Managing Director of Thiel Capital

The Future of People Review 2016 - a new annual magazine, will make the conference’s 
unique content accessible to everyone! 

● Featured visions from our speakers and partners
● Stories from the FastForward challenge participants with special mentions
● Opportunities for readers to engage in future thinking for a positive impact on 

careers, organizations, and communities



All about People 
ORGANIZING TEAM - More than 30 people are working backstage to make sure the event is 
perfect. You can reach out to the team anytime with your questions! 

MENTORS & EXPERTS - Professionals and academics experts in the future of the human body, 
mind, and society will be available through webinars and targeted Q&A sessions 

FACILITATORS - Final workshop on Dec 3rd will be facilitated by professional designers from 
Steelcase, Ideo, MIT, and Harvard. They will also help  select the 12 finalists. 

SPEAKERS - Amazing innovators leading our way to the future will be available during the final 
workshop to advise you and give you the insight and feedback you need to win! 

PEERS - You will be part of an impressive community of like minded individuals all curious about 
the future of people. An incredible opportunity to connect & learn from each other. 



>> THE FUTURE OF PEOPLE <<   



INSPIRE & EMPOWER YOUNG POTENTIALS

TO LEVERAGE SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

TO ENVISION & BUILD A BRIGHTER FUTURE

The Future of People
A New Initiative, Launched at MIT 



A Unique Event
December 3rd, 2016 at MIT Media Lab 

THE CONFERENCE

1 Day
Students led conference / 
innovative frameworks to 
question, enlighten, 
mobilize, and connect 

Audience
Students and alums from 
the greater Boston 
community (max.400 / MIT, 
Harvard, BU,etc.)
 

Speakers
Luminaries, leading 
experts share access to 
the diverse revolutions 
they are leading

Partners
Organizations committed 
to enhance and invest in a 
new kind of human 
potentials



WHY this event?
The RENAISSANCE 2.0 promises bright opportunities!  
> The new Luminaries - innovators, entrepreneurs, and researchers - are disrupting the world daily

> Digital and scientific discoveries are strongly impacting the Future of People - learning, working, living

> Social shifts incentivize organizations and society to rethink human capital “readiness” and strategic management

Yet we are facing DANGEROUS GAPS 
> INTERGENERATIONAL - Generations clash and key experiences are not being transmitted, jeopardizing our future 

> TALENT - People do not have the right capabilities to make the most of new opportunities

> DIGITAL - The vast majority of humanity is not yet looped in the most exciting educational and professional opportunities 

We have the responsibility to build bridges and onboard new talents to lead this transition  

> Give students perspective and ownership of the disruptive changes impacting their careers and lives 

> Connect them to the leading experts and organizations who will enhance and benefit from their talent

> Inspire them to align their individual aspirations, professional contributions, and society engagement 



SPONSORS

STUDENT CLUBS

Supported by 
Great Partners 

PARTNERSMEDIA



Léa Peersman Pujol, MIT MBA ’17
Rothschild Foundations, Blippar 

Lisa Glassner
Steelcase

Brought to you  
by an Inspired Team 

Lisa Tacoronte, MIT MBA ’17
Bain, Ideo

Nicole Dvorak, MIT MBA 2018
Forrester Research, Kantar Retail 

Marta Axpe
INSITUM, TU Delft

 



“Great leaders have one thing in 
common: the ability to envision the 
future, so they can make it happen”

> ARE YOU ONE OF THEM?! < 



Sign up NOW!  
www.thefutureofpeople.org


