
	  IT WAS ALL A DREAM	  
(Want to create a calm and focused space to start the conversation? Set up desks 
or chairs in a circle and start the session with 2 minutes of collective silence.) 

 

 
Ask a BIG QUESTION (with excitement!): "If you knew you could not fail, what would you pursue in life?” 
Give the group permission to dream big and share any idea. Push and challenge their thinking to be 
bigger. If a person says I could represent my state in a sport, zoom out. “What about representing your 
country?” If they want to start an organization that impacts thousands of lives, what about impacting 
millions? “If our dreams do not scare us, are we dreaming big enough?” Note down all the responses 
and encourage students to share freely. 

 
DIVE DEEPER: Explore the dreams of Ghani the farmer. Ask the group “Why do you think people are 
farmers? Do you think they have a choice? Do you think they are pursuing their dreams? What do you 
think those dreams might be? PLAY “I Am Ghani” at http://www.betterworlded.org/#how-this-works-1. 
Before watching the video ask the group what they imagine Ghani’s dreams to be. Some of us might say 
“being a farmer”, “growing food for people”, or “he had no choice and his dreams might be to move to 
the city where there could be more opportunities”. After watching the video, revisit the same 
questions and explore if people have new responses and why. Make a “T Chart” to track those changes. 
Read “I Am Ghani” to learn about his dreams, either by having a “read-aloud”, splitting into small 
groups, or having everyone read on their own. Ask the group questions from the sections that are 
written in green. You might explore any assumptions that the group had initially about why Ghani 
was a farmer and what they thought his dreams were. Why did we have these assumptions? Discuss 
Ghani’s dreams of being a museum curator and how he dealt with the challenges he faced and still 
found a way to pursue his passion. You could explore why this was the case and the financial 
implications around this using the math in green. “Is it possible for all of us to pursue our dreams?” 
 
ACTIVITY: Ask the group to pair up and reflect with each other on role models in their lives. Focus on what 
qualities these people possess which help them achieve their dreams. “Based on your passions and 
dreams, who are people you look up to in this field? How did they get to where they are? What qualities do 
they have? Does Ghani also have these qualities? What can we learn from him?”  
You could watch over the group as they discuss and reflect on the question in pairs. You could prompt 
the group to explore qualities that their role models emanate. Students may say qualities such as hard 
work, discipline, teamwork, and having a clear vision. Help the group to think of what these qualities 
would look like in practice. For example, discipline in the context of a sport may look like waking up 
early to spend a few hours practicing the sport. Help the class draw parallels between Ghani’s life and 
the life of the role model they are discussing.  

 

Pose BIG QUESTIONS: Who are people in history who have followed their dreams and made a significant 
impact on your life or the lives of others? Did they dream big? How have their actions affected you? How 
do our actions affect one another? How can we positively affect one another? 
The group may consider people who played fundamental roles in teams who helped shape the history of 
our world, such as Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi in India or Nelson Mandela in South Africa. You could 
prompt the group to think about the impact one person’s actions can have on our world. “Do OUR 
actions also have the potential to have a deep and positive impact in the way these people’s actions 
have? What can we do individually? And collectively?” 

 

KEEP LEARNING AT HOME: 
Based on your passion or dream, set a goal and commit to taking one action that will take 

you closer to this goal. Suggest the group can start a Project 100. Share your goals with your 
friends and family. Support one another in working towards the goal. 

ACADEMIC OBJECTIVES 
Represent Fractions as 
Decimals & Decimals as 

Fractions; Unit of Measure 
Word Problems as Decimals 

 


