Bishop Earl Coleman
2027 Civil Rights Activist

Bishop Earl Coleman’s life is a remarkable story of faith, courage,

sacrifice, hard work, and perseverance. Raised in Frog Town in
Savannah, Georgia, his journey began with humble beginnings
and grew into a legacy shaped by history, determination, and
service.

During the 1960s, Bishop Coleman participated in Savannah’s
Civil Rights Movement, standing up for justice and equality during
a defining period in American history.

As he recalls, civil rights leaders Hosea Williams, Ben Clarke, W.W. Law, and Andrew Young
came into Frog Town to gather residents and encourage them to join the marches. Bishop
Coleman answered the call, standing alongside fellow activists in the fight for equal rights.
Their activism came at a tremendous personal cost. He recalls being arrested alongside
these leaders and spending time in jail for his participation in the movement because
blacks weren’t allowed in downtown Savannah and Forsyth Park. He also carries a
permanent scar on his face from a protest, a lasting reminder of the risks and sacrifices he
endured in the pursuit of justice.

Bishop Coleman’s journey is also a testament to the power of hard work and
determination. He was featured on all the news stations in Savannah, Ga. Interview by E
Larry McDuffie on his radio station. From picking cotton in his early years to becoming a
business owner, he has built a life through perseverance and dedication. His professional
experience includes working as a longshoreman and being employed by Chatham Steel
and Carver State Bank, where he continues to work today. He is also the proud owner of
Coleman’s Construction, a repair company that reflects his entrepreneurial spirit and
commitment to providing for himself and his family.

In addition to his professional accomplishments, Bishop Coleman serves as a bishop,
demonstrating his dedication to faith and spiritual leadership.

As an MLK honoree, Bishop Earl Coleman is recognized in the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr’s enduring legacy of justice, equality, courage, and service. His story reminds us that
the struggle for civil rights was carried forward by individuals who were willing to stand firm
in their convictions, even in the face of adversity.

His roots in Frog Town, his sacrifices during the Civil Rights Movement, his dedication to his
faith, and his years of hard work have helped shape the man he is today. Bishop Earl
Coleman’s life is a story of overcoming obstacles, standing up for what is right, and building
a legacy that deserves to be honored and remembered for generations to come.



