
MORTAR BOARD LEADERSHIP AWARD APPLICATION 

 

Dear Mortar Board Leadership Award Applicant, 

 

 We are pleased you have decided to apply for the Mortar Board Leadership Award for 

the 2015-2016 academic year. Allow us to take this opportunity to tell you a little bit about the 

organization and its role on the Cornell campus. In addition, feel free to visit our website at 

http://www.cornellmb.org/ 

 

 Mortar Board is a national honor society that recognizes college seniors for outstanding 

achievement in scholarship, leadership, and public service. The organization includes more than 

200 chapters as well as 50 alumni chapters. Since its origin in 1918, Mortar Board has initiated 

226,000 college seniors. Among Mortar Board’s many distinguishing achievements, it should be 

noted that it was the first honor society exclusively for women. While Mortar Board has been a 

coed honor society since the 1970s, these unique roots still resound in the current traditions and 

values that the honor society seeks to uphold. 

 

 The Cornell University Chapter, Der Hexenkreis, was one of the four founding chapters 

and has been active on Cornell’s campus since 1892, 26 years prior to the national founding of 

Mortar Board. Since its inception, our chapter has offered its members a unique opportunity to 

network with some of Cornell’s most influential student leaders. Mortar Board provides ample 

opportunities for continued leadership development, promotes service to both the Cornell and 

Ithaca communities, and recognizes the value of academic excellence. 

 

 In order to encourage leadership, research, and community service across campus in 

fulfilling the Mortar Board mission of serving the Cornell community, we are offering the 

Mortar Board Leadership Award. The $500-$1,000 award supports Cornell undergraduate 

students pursuing innovative leadership projects. Additionally, award winners are able to draw 

upon the campus network and shared experiences of Mortar Board in making their initiatives a 

reality. Currently enrolled undergraduate students who are also enrolled for the 2015-2016 

school year (i.e. current freshmen, sophomores, and juniors) are eligible to apply. The award can 

fund research projects, community service ventures, and/or leadership endeavors. 

 

 Eligible opportunities include those designed to expose the applicant to activities related 

to the ideals of Mortar Board. Additionally, opportunities must show a strong connection to 

Cornell’s campus. That is not to say that the project must be executed on campus, but 

nevertheless, a guiding goal must be the betterment of campus life, campus scholarship or 

opportunities for undergraduates more broadly speaking. 

 

Possible proposal topics: 

 

● Founding or restructuring an on campus project to improve student life  

 

● Creation or expansion of a service initiative that leads to improved relations with the Ithaca 

community  

 



● Honors thesis/independent scholarly research  

 

● Community/extension application of course or research work  

 

Past award winners have included a research trip to sub-saharan Africa and the founding of the 

Farmer’s Market at Cornell. 

 

Again, we are pleased you have chosen to apply. If you have any further questions, please 

contact the Der Hexenkreis Leadership Award Chair, Atticus DeProspo, awd39@cornell.edu 

 

Leadership Award Application Instructions 

 

Due Date: 5/01/15 

 

1. Resume: Please provide a resume that includes your GPA, current contact information, work 

or internship experience, involvement in extracurricular activities, volunteer or service 

experiences, honors or awards you have received, and contributions to your major field or 

department. Please email your resume with the subject line “Mortar Board Application [NetID]” 

to: mortarboard@cornell.edu. Your resume should be no longer than one page.  

 

2. Project Proposal: Please describe your project as you currently envision it. Your response 

should be no longer than 500 words, and it should be emailed along with your resume to 

mortarboard@cornell.edu.  

 

Please be sure to include the following in your proposal: 

 

● An assessment of how funding will further your project  

 

● What sort of challenges face the project and how you plan on overcoming them  

 

● An explanation of how project developed/how you are connected to it  

 

● The total cost of the project, including any other support you expect to receive (An itemization 

of all expenses, in line budget form, is highly encouraged.)  

 

3. Short Answer: Please answer the following two questions in no more than 250 words each. 

Your response should be emailed along with your resume and Project Proposal to 

mortarboard@cornell.edu.  

 

A. Describe how your project will benefit others. Discuss the project’s potential longterm 

contributions. If your project is collaboration with an agency or organization please describe how 

it ties into the mission of the agency/organization and include the agency’s contributions to the 

effort. 

 



B. The Der Hexenkreis chapter of the Mortar Board Senior Honor Society was formed in order 

to effectively serve the Cornell community. In what way does your project advance leadership, 

service or scholarship on campus? 

 

4. Optional supplement: If you strongly feel that any portion of your application (resume, GPA, 

proposal) requires further explanation, please do so in the body of the email you send to 

mortarboard@cornell.edu.  

 

This should be no longer than 250 words. 

 

All of your application materials should be included in the same email to 

mortarboard@cornell.edu. 

 

NOTE: This is an application to the Mortar Board Leadership Award, NOT for membership in 

Der Hexenkreis, Mortar Board Senior Honor Society. Applying for the Mortar Board Leadership 

Award is entirely separate from applying for membership in Der Hexenkreis. For more 

information about Der Hexenkreis, please visit our website at http://www.cornellmb.org/ 


