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What is the meaning of redemption? 
 

Our congregation is called Redeemer Lutheran Church. Obviously “Redeemer” is one of the titles of our 
Lord Jesus. But it is not a word we often use in English. So, its meaning is sometimes lost to us. We do say 
that we redeem coupons for example. This means that we are exchanging the coupon for an amount of money 
that will be taken off what we are buying.  

 

The verb to “redeem” and the word “redemption” have similar meanings in the Bible. It often means to 
buy back someone who is owned by someone else or something else. It also often means making a slave free.  
God redeemed His people from their slavery in Egypt. He freed them from Pharaoh’s tyranny. 

  

Christ came to serve us by giving His life as a ransom for many, which means paying the price to buy 
us back, to redeem us (Mark 10:45; Matthew 20:28). Zechariah, John the Baptizer’s father, rejoices that the 
birth of his son as a prophet, will prepare the way of the promised Messiah. He rejoices because “the God of 
Israel has visited and redeemed His people” (Luke 1:68) and saved them from their enemies and from all those 
who hate them. The prophetess Anna speaks of Christ “to all who were waiting for the redemption of Israel” 
(Luke 2:38). Jesus is our redemption or liberation (1 Corinthians 1:30). In Luke 21:28, we will raise our heads 
up before Jesus comes because our redemption is going to be very close. In that context, it means that we’ll 
be freed from the evil powers of this world, persecution and sin. To put it simply, redemption or being 
redeemed means liberation or being freed just like it does in Exodus 6 when God promises to redeem the 
Israelites out of Egypt.  In Galatians 3:10-14, Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law because we did 
not keep it all. He died on the cross of the death we deserve because we transgressed Law, and thus freed us 
from its curse and punishment. God our Father, out of love for us, sent His Son born of a woman, to redeem 
us, to free all those who were under the Law (Galatians 4:4-5). Being freed from the tyranny of condemnation, 
we are now made sons and daughters of God. We were enslaved to sin and guilt and did not care to obey 
God’s Law, but Christ redeemed us (freed us) from that slavery and made us free to serve Him and be zealous 
for good works (see Titus 2:14). In Romans 3: 24, our redemption means that we are freely justified through 
faith alone in Jesus, that is, declared non-guilty and free from our slavery to condemnation. In Romans 8:28, 
we look ahead to the redemption or liberation of our bodies when they will be transformed and filled with God’s 
love and divine life. In Colossians 1:14, God, the Father has redeemed or delivered us from the domain of 
darkness, which are all the demonic powers and the devil himself and has transferred us to the kingdom of His 
Son.  

 

Luther, in his Small Catechism, sums up the meaning of redemption while he alludes to all these Bible 
verses and especially to 1 Peter 1:13-26. He says explaining the second article of the Faith (Creed):  
“I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 
Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from 
all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood 
and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve 
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 
lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.”  
 

Now you know why we call our church Redeemer Lutheran!! 
 

                                  Pastor Jason 
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President’s’ Update 

 

Proposed Amendments to Redeemer’s Constitution & Bylaws 

 

At our November 14, 2018 Board of Directors meeting, Pastor advised that Redeemer’s current 
Constitution and Bylaws (1996) was out of date with the current version of the LCMS ‘Guidelines For 
Constitutions and Bylaws of Lutheran Congregations’. It was recommended that a working committee 
be formed to review our current Constitution, and also the LCMS Guidelines to identify if amendments 
were warranted. The working committee would then propose amendments to our Constitution (as 
necessary) that would align and update our current Constitution’s content with the LCMS guidelines. 
Finally, the working committee would then bring these proposed amendments to the Board of 
Directors for their review and next steps (the final step concluding with review and adoption by 
Redeemer’s voters’ assembly).   
 
A working committee consisting of myself, Pastor Kouri and Sheila Ginn reviewed the Articles in our 
current Constitution & Bylaws, and we agreed that some of these did not fully meet or align with the 
current LCMS Guidelines. We met again this past January and February to propose amendments that 
met the LCMS Guidelines, and at a dedicated Board of Directors meeting held on February 20th we 
presented the proposed amendments to the Board for their review, final revision and agreement. After 
a very lengthy but engaging meeting, the Board of Directors endorsed the proposed changes and 
agreed that we are ready to move ahead with the final two steps of the process. 
 
Before we call a special voters’ assembly meeting to review and vote on the amendments for 
adoption, our District’s constitution committee is required to review our proposed changes as per the 
LCMS Guideline requirements. The current Guideline states ‘Congregations which revise their 
constitutions and bylaws must also submit these proposed changes for review by their district’s 
constitution committee (Bylaw 2.4.1)6.  Upon favorable action by the district board of directors, the 
congregation shall be notified that the changes are acceptable to the Synod, and the congregation 
may proceed with formal adoption of the revised constitution and/or bylaws and remain a member in 
good standing of the Synod’. Following this requirement, our proposed, amended  
Constitution and Bylaws were sent to Daniel Grams of the constitution 
committee on February 22nd, and we look forward to their response. We hope 
to receive a favourable response back within the next month or two, so that 
we will be in a position to call a dedicated Voters’ Assembly meeting in the 
April / May timeframe where voting members of Redeemer will be called on to 
seek approval and adoption.  
 

 

Dan Hansen 

 

 
 

SOUP LUNCH SUNDAY, MARCH 3 
 
The soup lunch that was held in January was very well received and several members indicated that 

they hoped we would be having more in the future! 
 

So … following our service on Sunday, March 3 
we will be having a soup lunch in the Fellowship Hall. 

    All are welcome to attend. 
A free will offering will be taken to send to 

Lutheran Bible Translators of Canada. 
 

Contact Sheila Ginn if you would like to help in any way 
                                           (food, set up, clean up). 
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W.O.R.S.H.I.P. NEWS 
 

(Women Of Redeemer Sharing 

Helping In Prayer) 
 
February Meeting 
 

Our February meeting was attended by 9 women of 
the congregation.  Following lunch provided by 
Marcella Folkmann, Sheila Ginn, Wanda Hansen, 
Vonda Hutchins, Jennie McPhail and Jane Anne 
Rose, a devotion entitled, “Faithfull in All the Nitty 
Gritty Details” based on Hebrews 3:1-6 was led by 
Sheila.  W.O.R.S.H.I.P. Care Kits were given to 
each one in attendance.  Sheila asked for 
volunteers for the upcoming soup lunch on Sunday, 
March 3, following the worship service. 
 

The spring project, Handy Hand 
Bags, in support of the Women’s 
Interval Home will be set up following 
Easter and wind up in May.  Please 
keep this in mind as you get ready for 
spring and are addressing your closet 
extras!  We are looking for gently 
used handbags for this project.  As in 

the past, toiletry items are also required. Please do 
not leave any items at the church until after 
Easter. 
 

 
Next Meeting 
 

Our next meeting will be a soup 
lunch on Wednesday, March 27 at 
noon.  If you can assist with the 
lunch, please contact Sheila Ginn at 
sginn@cogeco.ca or 519-542-3663.   Look for 
further information in your church bulletins.  All 
women of Redeemer are welcome.  Please join us. 
 
 
Student Encouragement Program 
 

 
Our third and final mailing for the 
school year will be sent out at the 
end of March to our students 
away at college or university. 
 

 
Funeral Receptions 
 

If you would like to be a part of the 
Funeral Reception Team, please 
contact Sheila Ginn at 519-542-3663 
or by email.  Volunteers are necessary 
so that we can provide families with 
caring service during their time of need.  
Both men and women are part of this group. 

Kitchen News 
 

Please refer to the user-friendly maps posted in the 
kitchen to locate dishes, utensils, etc.  When 
working in the kitchen, please return items to their 
proper places and ensure that all used items are 
cleaned and emptied before being put away. 
Anyone wishing to donate items to the kitchen 
should first contact Sheila Ginn. 
   

 

 
 
 
 

 

from our Sunday School 
 

There will be NO Sunday School this month on 
March 10 and March 17, during March break. 
Sunday School will resume on Sunday, March 24. 

 
 

SERVICE SCHEDULE DURING LENT 
 

 

It has been decided by the Board 
of Directors to discontinue our 
Monday evening services for the 
months of March and April this 
year. We will worship on Sunday 
mornings at 10:00 a.m. as usual with Holy 
Communion.  Holy Communion will also be 
celebrated each week at our Wednesday evening 
Lenten services, and on Maundy Thursday.  
There will be no Holy Communion on Good 
Friday. 
 

The following is the Lenten season schedule: 
  

Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday, March 6 6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, March 13 6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, March 20 6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, March 27 6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, April 3  6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, April 10 6:30 p.m.  
 

Maundy Thursday Service 
Thursday, April 18  6:30 p.m.  
 

Good Friday Service 
Friday, April 19            10:00 a.m. 
 

Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 21            10:00 a.m.     
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KNITTING & CROCHETING GROUP  
 

TUESDAYS at 11:30 a.m. 
 

 
 

The knitting and crocheting group 
will begin meeting again on 
Tuesday, March 5 at 11:30 with a 
new project of knitting and 
crocheting facecloths and 
dishcloths to be donated to those 
in need. 
 

We welcome those who already know how to knit 
or crochet, and also those who would like to learn.  
Please bring a bag lunch and join us for fun and  
fellowship. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to speak 
to me. 
 

        Janice Maxfield 

 

TUESDAY SEWING GROUP 
 

The Tuesday ladies’ sewing group is 
again meeting on Tuesdays at 11:30 
a.m.   This group sews and ties 
blankets and rolls bandages for 

                             Canadian Lutheran World Relief.   
 

The group happily welcomes more ladies and no 
sewing experience is necessary.  Bring your own bag 
lunch! 
 

 

As well, the group can always use donations of clean 
large pieces of fabric, as well as blankets to use as 
filler.  
 
 

Please speak to Betty Smith for more information. 

 
 

HYMNAL REPAIRS 
 

We have a group of ladies 
who keep our hymnals in 
good repair.  If you notice a 
hymnal that has frayed ribbons or needs repairs 
of any kind, please give it to an usher on your 
way out of church and the ladies will look after 
repairs.   We also ask that you refrain from 
“braiding” the ribbons or tying knots in them.  
Thanks! 

 

 
 

We are still in need of someone, or several 
people to help with duties on the Altar Guild 
that were previously performed by Jennie 
McPhail.  Please speak to Gary Whitson if you 
would like more information.  Many hands 
make light work! 

FUNERAL RECEPTION  
PROTOCOLS AT REDEEMER 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church’s halls and kitchen are 
used regularly to support various ongoing activities 
of our Church and its members. On those 
occasions where Redeemer receives a request to 
host a funeral reception on behalf of a departed 
member, it is important that we have clear protocols 
and guidelines in place, to ensure that the funeral 
reception can be planned and conducted with 
respect to the bereaved family’s needs, while 
managed within the capabilities of Redeemer’s 
facilities and resources. If a family wishes to have a 
reception in the Church hall(s) after the funeral 
service, Pastor notifies our Funeral Reception 
Committee Leader as a first step. Our Funeral 
Reception Committee Leader will then contact the 
bereaved family directly to discuss alternatives and 
considerations which meet the present capabilities 
of our Funeral Reception Committee as well as 
accommodating the bereaved family’s needs. Our 
Funeral Reception Committee Leader works with 
the family to identify:  
 

• If our Church Hall(s) are available on the date of the 

funeral, 

• If Redeemer’s Reception Committee has sufficient 

numbers of volunteers to accommodate the date 

and time of the planned reception,  

o In the unlikely event that we cannot 

accommodate a church reception due to 

facilities or resourcing issues, the bereaved 

family will also be made aware of the 

circumstances, and we will offer other 

alternatives, locations and services so that they 

may hold a reception outside of Redeemer. 
 

• Expected numbers of people attending the 

reception, 

• Any special considerations the bereaved family 

may request or require, such as Altar Guild 

support, Ushers, Display Tables etc. 

Redeemer funeral receptions are then planned and 
conducted following our Funeral Reception 
Protocols document and our Funeral Reception 
Manual. These documents outline several 
scenarios and options for funeral receptions, and 
include details on all the duties, responsibilities, 
tasks, and contact lists necessary to 
allow us to execute funeral receptions 
of any size in an efficient manner. If 
you would like to know more about our 
funeral reception protocols or would 
consider volunteering as a funeral 
reception committee member, please 
contact Sheila Ginn. 
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MARCH 3, 2019 
 
USHERS:  F. Brown, B. Loerke,  
                  G. Laucek, H. Wygergangs 
LECTOR:  Kim Soeder 
COMMUNION: B. Smith 
ALTAR: B. Smith, K. Mutis, D. Paisley, J. Huzevka 
ALTAR LINENS:  Jennie McPhail 
COFFEE:  George Laucek 
 

 

MARCH 17, 2019             Second Sunday in Lent 
 

USHERS:  I. Lough, B.Bork, B. Rose 
LECTOR:  Barbara Ryder 
COMMUNION:  R. Klages, M. Poliquin 
ALTAR: M. Jackson, C. Kutz, V. Gidla, E. Emrich 
ALTAR LINENS:  Jennie McPhail 
COFFEE:  Sheila Ginn 
 

 

MARCH 10, 2019                  First Sunday in Lent 
 

USHERS: B. Cadman, J. Cadman, 
                        T. Yarc, J. Mutis 
LECTOR:  Barb Barraclough 
COMMUNION: B. Cadman, G. Laucek 
ALTAR: M. Jackson, C. Kutz, V. Gidla, E. Emrich 
ALTAR LINENS: Jennie McPhail  
COFFEE:  Bill & Jane Cadman 

 
 

MARCH 24, 2019                 Third Sunday in Lent 
 

USHERS: R. Steinman, J. Roszell,  
                  R. Honke, S. McPhail 
LECTOR: Daphne Whitson   
COMMUNION: R. Steinman, P. McPhail 
ALTAR:  J. A. Rose, M. Kleinsmith,  
                S. McPhail, W. Hansen 
ALTAR LINENS:  Jennie McPhail 
COFFEE:  Kelly Mutis & Kristian Barraclough 
 

 

MARCH 31, 2019             Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

USHERS:  T. Townson, B. Cadman, J. Cadman,  
                             D. Darrach, B. Loerke           LECTOR:  Debbie Cook  
COMMUNION:  B. Cadman, R. Steinman     COFFEE:  Bill & Jane Cadman 
ALTAR:  J. A. Rose, M. Kleinsmith,                           ALTAR LINENS: Jennie McPhail 
                S. McPhail, W. Hansen     

 

 
BIRTHDAYS IN 

MARCH 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
March 2 – Kevin Ebert, 
Dan Hansen,  
March 4 –  
Grethe Pedersen,  
Mary Pyne 
March 5 –  
Michelle Weber 
 

 

March 7 – Sue Cooper 
March 10 – Bob Bork  
March14 –  
Addison Klatt 
March 15 – Sheila Ginn, 
George Ramon 
March 16 –  
Nadina Krause,  
Jerry Shuster 
March 22 – Gord Miller,  
Roger Woods 
March 23 –  

John Slancek Jr., 
Tammy Rose 

 

March 24 – 
Samantha Soeder 
March 25 – Liz Messeroll 
March 27 –  
Nikola Arboine 
March 29 – Debbie Cook, 
Ivan Stefanik 
March 30 –  
Julie Kouri, Sarah Kirk, 
March 31 –  
Tyson Schmidtmeyer,  
Leta Slancek 

 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

IN MARCH 
 
 

Henry & Diane Nyp 
March 6, 1999 

20 years! 
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
 

 PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE OF ANY  
MISSING OR INCORRECT BIRTHDATES OR ANNIVERSARY DATES. 

We try our best to keep our data current! 
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             “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 

                word that comes from the mouth of  God.” 

                                                                Matthew 4:4 
 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3 
  8:45 am   Bible Study 
10:00 am   Worship 
10:30 am   Sunday School 
11:30 am   Soup luncheon 

  

4 
   

      

5 
9:30 am     Living Way 
                   Bible Study  
11:30 am    Sewing & Knitting 
 
 

6 
6:30 pm    Ash Wednesday 
                  Communion 
                   
 
  
 
 

7 
9:00 am   Men’s Bible Study 
 
7:00 pm      Redeemer 
                        Choir 
  

          

8 9 
  

10          Lent 1 

  8:45 am    Bible Study 
10:00 am   Worship 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
8:45 am    Bible Study 
10:00 am Worship 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
 

 

11 
 

 March 
 break 

12  
 

9:30 am     Living Way 
                  Bible Study  
11:30 am   Sewing & Knitting 
 
   

 13 
 

6:30 pm   Lenten Service  
7:30 pm   Board of Directors 

 
 

14 
 

9:00 am   Men’s Bible Study 
 
7:00 pm   Redeemer 
                    Choir 
 
 
 
  

 15 16 

 
  

  

 

17           Lent 2 
  8:45 am    Bible Study 
10:00 am   Worship  
 
            
 

 
 
 
 

18 
 

19  
9:30 am     Living Way 
                  Bible Study 
 11:30 am   Sewing & Knitting 
 
 

    

20 
6:30 pm   Lenten Service 

21 
9:00 am   Men’s Bible Study   
 
7:00 pm      Redeemer 
                        Choir 
 

22        
 

  

23       
  

24              Lent 3 
  

  8:45 am   Bible Study 
10:00 am   Worship  
10:30 am   Sunday School 
           

  
 

25 
 
 
 

26 
9:30 am    Living Way 
                  Bible Study  
11:30 am    Sewing & Knitting 
 

   

27 
12:00 pm     WORSHIP 
                    Soup Lunch 
6:30 pm      Lenten Service 

 

28 
9:00 am   Men’s Bible Study 
 
7:00 pm      Redeemer  
                      Choir 
 
 

29 
 

30 
  

31                   Lent 4 
 8:45 am    Bible Study 
10:00 am   Worship  
10:30 am   Sunday School 
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