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PROJECT UPDATE
Our pilot program from July 2 - 11th, 2019 was a huge success! 

Four Chief Julius School students enrolled in our program: Charlayna Charlie, Shenise Vittrekwa, 
Malaenah Alexie and Kristopher Colin.

Over 10 days, the students completed a high school course on Gwich’in oral history taught by school instructor Gladys 
Alexie. They worked closely with elders Joanne Snowshoe and Bernice Francis learning how to work with fish harvested 
from the Peel River. The students participated in a wide range of activities including setting up camp, travelling on the 
land, traditional medicine use, checking fish nets, cleaning nets, hauling water, assisting with general camp duties and 
practising the Gwich’in language. 

The program also delivered an introductory university course from the Faculty of Native Studies on Land-Based Learning 
and Gwich’in Governance. This course was taught by Elaine Alexie, Adam Gaudry and Liza Piper. In the course students 
learned about food sovereignty, decolonization, Gwich’in leadership, governance, and issues on climate change. The focus 
of the camp was on Gwich’in governance through a fish camp on the Peel River.



The students were eager to go for boat trips along the river to see the land. They made a visit Shildi’ Rock, to the area of 
the Francis Camp at Deeddhoo to pick traditional medicines, and Mary Effie Snowshoe’s camp for an evening of soccer 
playing. Students also were able to learn about basket making with spruce roots and bark; and they received an introduc-
tion to using drone technology as well as photography, audio, podcast skills to complete their final projects. The students 
were able to take home to their families fish they had dried over the course of the program. Participants and support staff 
were encouraged to bring other family members to be part of the camp learning. This is to make ensure inter-generational 
learning for everyone. The young members included Gavin Francis and Dani-Mae Snowshoe. 

It was a busy 10 days and time went by quickly! 
We are happy that everyone had an enjoyable and safe time out on the land.



The project had two volunteers to assist with the camp. Our volunteers: Maheengun and Bernadette Shawanda, joined 
us from Sault Ste Marie, Ontario. They both provided incredible insight to the project with their experience and work on 
similar projects of land-based learning within Ojibway communities in Northern Ontario. As well, the Faculty of Native 
Studies provided two graduate students to assist with the pilot run: Molly Swain and Georgina Guibouche. 

Camp preparation was provided by Tony Alexie, Anthony Wilson, and William Charlie. The camp cooks were Margaret 
Jane Kay and Grace Martin, and camp maintenance and safety provided by Brian Dean Martin and Johnny D. Charlie. 
Our boat drivers that assisted with transporting participants and supplies were Edward Blake and Abe Stewart Jr., and 
additional camp support was provided by Robert James Francis. 

We are very appreciative of the support and energy that people provide for the project! 



COMMUNITY COORDINATOR UPDATE
SHAYLA SNOWSHOE

“Through this position, I was able to immerse myself into our Gwich’in culture, the land and our community.  I 
have established meaningful relationships and built on my own networks through this time spent with many in-
credible individuals – from staff to elders to community members to leaders and to students.
 
Some of my weekly duties included, giving updates about the project through the local CBQM radio station as well 
as through social media. The highlight of my time in this position was being able to meet with elders, to incorporate 
their bountiful knowledge and advice for the success of the camp. It was very beautiful and sacred to me to connect 
with so many of our elders, especially with Jijuus Joanne and Bernice who spent 10 days at camp with us.
 It was so wonderful to see the project come together and to experience the students learning in this new environ-
ment. With each passing day, I could feel the stress and worries of our every day life, slowly fading away from each 
and every one of us. It’s almost as if time stands still for a while when you’re out in the bush. It is truly so healing. 
I loved the experience of sitting and learning from the University instructors, it felt as though my mind was at ease 
and I enjoyed learning about the interesting topics, especially those that related to the Gwich’in culture.
 
Our time spent out at the Ganahghootr’onatan camp was one of a kind. I just want to say Mahsi Cho to the Facul-
ty of Native Studies. To the staff and students, you made the camp well worth the time and effort. To the 
Ganahghootr’onatan family, mahsi cho for welcoming my daughter Dani-Mae and I to stay at your camp and for 
the fond memories that we will always carry with us”



PROJECT OUTCOMES

• An essential part for land-based learning success is the ability for learners to be on the land.  A large component of 
the project was creating this opportunity with Chief Julius School to ensure students and community members have 
access to land based learning opportunities outside the community. 

• The camp location up the Peel River fulfills this need and provides future year round programming opportunities for 
years to come. 

• Camp preparation started in mid-June, where individuals from the community were hired through Chief Julius 
School to clear the camp and to build structures needed for program delivery. The program received additional 
financial support to hire cooks, maintenance and safety personnel, and for rental fees of equipment needed for camp 
delivery. Extra helping hands were hired to help deliver participants and supplies to the camp during the program 
run.

• All enrolled students in the program will receive high school course credit in Gwich’in studies, and university course 
credit through the Faculty of Native Studies at the University of Alberta. 



NEXT STEPS

• Now that the pilot has been launched a handbook about the project is in development.  This will become available 
from the Faculty of Native Studies in the coming months. 

• Work has been done to further clear around the camp area. This will ensure that more space is provided to accommo-
date more students and community participants and to have more area for future land-based learning programs at the 
camp location up the Peel River. 

• We plan on discussing with our community partners about the next steps of the project and to generate ideas for 
future programming for Ganahghootr’onatan!

PROJECT SUPPORTS
It is with much appreciation that we recognize the following organizations and units for the incredible support the project 

received. This also includes the many elders, youth and community members that provided feedback and support. 
Thank you greatly to everyone who made Ganahghootro’natan possible now and for years to come. 

Hai Choo - Mahsi Cho - Thank You

Fort McPherson District Education Authority


