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Introduction

Once roaming across the southeastern United States, Red
Wolves (Cams rufus) are now among the world’s most
endangered W|Id canids. Today, North Carolina’s Albemarle
Peninsula — mcludmg parts of the Outer Banks and nearby
mainland — |s the onl place where red wolves live in the wild.

Red wolvesare s aI’Ier than gray wolves but Iarger than coyotes.

. Color: Reddish-brown fur mixed with gray and black tones
. Weight: 45-80 pounds :

. Height: About 26 inches at the shoulder

. Lifespan: 6-8 years in the wild |

They are shy, intelligent, and famin-Oﬁented animals that live in
packs of five to eight members — typically a breeding pair and
their offspring. They communicate using howls, body language,
and scent marking.
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RED WOLVES IN NORTH CAROLINA
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Habitat

Red wolves prefer a mix of:

. Forests

. Marshes

. Farmlands

. Coastal prairies

rabbits.

History and Recovery Efforts

. 1973: The Red Wolf Recovery Program began after the species
was declared extinct in the wild. \

. 1980: The last remaining red wolv we "_'{i
breeding. i b

. 1987: Red wolves were reintroduced mto the wild at Alligator
River NWR — the first-ever attempt to restore a predator

ptured for




Threats

Red wolves face many challenges:

Hybridization with coyotes, which dilutes thgr‘ gd@
Vehlcle collisions on rural roads
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and partner organlzat'
working to:

Reintroduce wolves into safe areas
Vaccinate and track wolves with GPS collars
Manage coyote populations to prevent hybrldlzatlon_”
Educate communities about coexistence

Several organizations — such as the Red Wolf Coalltlon Def
of Wildlife, and NC Wildlife Federation — suppo educatloA"
outreach to help the species recover. |




How You Can Help °
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The Red Wolves of Nor(h Caralina:
Guardians of the Coastal Wlld |

The Red Wolves of North Carolina: Guard/aﬁs Q oclvsta/ Wild explains the
biology, history, and conservation of the cri dahigered red wolf, the
only wolf species native solely to the Unite Tod§y wild red wolves

forests, marshes, and coastal. landscapes he & ok describes their

\,/:

appearance behavior, habitat, recoverﬁlv _

Outer Banks Coastal Conservation (OBCC) is a nonprofit ganization
dedicated to fostering environmental stewardship ar\; (
to the Outer Banks of North Carolina through educa
conservation initiatives.

n,outreach, and

Learn more and download free educatlonal resources- g
www.theobcc.org. L :
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OUTER BANKS
COASTAL
CONSERVATION

9798951232335
ISBN: 979-8-951232-33-5
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