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ACACIA QUILT GUILD – SMALL, BUT MIGHTY! 

NEWSLETTER –JUNE 2020 
President’s Report 

Fellow Quilters, 

Like most of you, I am still making masks.  Or, to be more accurate, I was making them until I 
jammed up my machine on a narrow tie.  The machine is now being serviced.  In addition to the 
masks given to neighbors in Cerritos, a total of 61 have been mailed to locations from San Diego to 
Bremerton, Washington.  I seem to be the only one in my extended family who knows how to sew. 

It is good to be able to do something useful in this very weird new world but the vast number 
of unknowns can get you down.  When will we be able to see friends?  Should I make that doctor’s 
appointment or wait until it is “safer”?  Should I keep that dental appointment?  I consider myself 
very well balanced and reality based (doesn’t everyone?) but the current situation has resulted in 
some negative thoughts.  Watching the news every night with the whole world in chaos is not an 
uplifting way to end the day.  The disruptions for me are minor compared to some people and if you 
are retired or your income is stable, they are probably minor for you too.  But for those who have 
suddenly lost a job or are in the hospital, or have lost a loved one this is total disaster.  How do you 
stay sane in a crazy world?  It is sometimes hard to keep a positive attitude. 

On a more optimistic note, California acted as quickly as any state to control the spread of the 
virus, our “urban sprawl” works in our favor, and most people I see are actually wearing masks.  Part 
of the problem is that this happened so quickly!  It’s like life is giving us all whiplash.  In February we 
were focusing on the destruction of habitat and animals in Australia.  That seems so long ago!  The 
effects of the fires in Australia did not disappear, and neither did any of the other problems in the 
world, but they have been shouted down by COVID-19. 

We will eventually get through this and we are all learning to do things differently than 
before.  I actually took disinfecting wipes to all the light switches in the house last week.  Since I am 
not exactly the Martha Stewart type, I had never done that before.  I cut Gavin’s hair last week.  That 
was a first.  I purchased yeast to make bread.  (Okay, I have done that before, but not in the last 20 
years.)  We currently have a 45-day supply of cat food and with 9 cats that takes up a bit of space!  
We don’t normally keep a lot of canned good and staples, but the pantry items have now overrun the 
kitchen and some things have gone into the garage.  A tank of gas lasts for over a month because we 
only leave the house about once a week.  And with no sewing machine I have actually started 
excavations in my sewing room.  Who knows what I might find? 

Maybe the most important lesson from this experience is what we are learning about 
ourselves.  How do you fill your days when your normal routines are no longer possible?  If your life is 
pretty busy, maybe this “pause” is welcome, but if it is not welcome, what do you miss the most? 

Contact with other people is important.  Everyone should make an effort to reach out to 
others every day.  My phone keeps me sane.  I recommend it. 

Stay safe. Stay home. 

Barbra Riley, President 
  



Volume XVII Issue 1 Acacia Quilt Guild of Orange County June 2020 
 

www.acaciaquiltguild.org   Page 2 of 14 

Quilter of the Month 

 
Nancy Toma 

 

 

 

The Quilter of the Month for June is Nancy Toma, who is on the ballot for the position of 

Secretary of Acacia.  When we can have a general meeting and have our election, you 
might want to vote for her.  She is very quiet and only joined Acacia two years ago, you 

may not know her as well as some members.  Under normal circumstances the quilter of 
the month would be interviewed and the article would be written by Maryjo or Barbra.  
These are not normal times and since a face to face interview was inadvisable, Nancy 

was asked to write down some detail about her life and her attraction to quilting.  She 
did such a good job that Acacia is printing her entire response.  She wrote: 

 
I lived most of my childhood in Spring Valley, east of San Diego.  My dad was a second 
generation farmer and we had a 50-acre vegetable farm.  Every year my family went to 

the San Diego County Fair and I looked forward to seeing the beautiful quilt exhibit.  I 
prayed that someday I could learn how to quilt.  But the problem was I didn’t know 

anyone who quilted. 
 
Years later, when I was in my 40’s, my husband and I became missionaries and moved 

to Japan with our 3 children, and lived there for 14 years, first in Okinawa.  Soon after 
arriving in Okinawa, I met an American lady at church who taught quilting in her home 

and I began taking lessons from her.  I didn’t have a sewing machine at that time, so for 
the first few years I only quilted at her house a few hours a week.  Later I got a sewing 
machine and joined the Okinawa International Quilt Guild for about a year.  One of the 

highlights was attending the Tokyo International Quilt Festival in 2012. 
 

After we moved to another area of Japan, I couldn’t find another quilt class nearby so I 
took a long break from quilting.  In 2017, my youngest child graduated from high school, 

and we moved back to the States to take care of my mother in law who has dementia.  I 
finally had more time to devote to quilting.  I desperately wanted to get back into 
quilting and learn more techniques, and meet other quilters.  So I started searching the 

internet for classes and guilds.  I discovered the Acacia Quilt Guild and met Michelle 
Smith at a craft fair that December.  She was so warm and friendly and invited me to 

the monthly meetings. 
 
 

 

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
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(Quilter of the Month, continued) 
 
I joined Acacia in 2018 and I am happy to be learning so much from the various 

speakers at the meetings and at the workshops.  I also took a class with Beverly Tyler 
where I learned needle turn appliqué for the first time. 

 
Now I take a weekly quilting class, and I’m in a monthly art quilting group that also 
meet at the Buena Park Senior Center.  I’m learning how to do Sachiko, needle turn 

appliqué, embroidery, and art quilting.  I like batiks and Asian fabrics. 
 

So God answered my prayer and provided teachers and a sewing machine so I could 
learn to quilt.  Someday I want to make a farm quilt in honor of my parents and 
grandparents, and a landscape quilt of the Japanese countryside where I used to live. 

 
Barbra Riley, President 

 

 
 

Opportunity Quilt for 2019-2020 
 

Even though we were not able to take the Opportunity Quilt to 

as many places as planned, the tickets were sold with the 

understanding that the drawing would be on June 4, 2020.  We 

will, therefore, have a brief meeting in the front parking lot of 

the Ehlers Event Center at 6:30 pm on Thursday, June 4th for the 

drawing.  There will be additional tickets available for any 

procrastinators. 

If you choose to come to witness the drawing please wear a 

mask and keep the 6 foot distance in mind.  You can even stay 

in your car.  Be safe! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Please submit newsletter articles and photos to Patti (see roster for email address) by the 
Sunday after the Board meeting which meets monthly on the 3rd Thursday.  For the July 

newsletter, this would be June 21st.  Anyone in the guild can submit an article and we love 
getting your Show & Tell pictures too. 

 

 
  

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
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SUNSHINE & SHADOWS & SHOUTOUTS 
 
Acknowledging life events of the following guild members 
• Sandy Brown - Recovering from shingles. 
• Judi Young - Dealing with some health issues. 
• Judy Phillips - Recently broke her arm in two places. 
• Beth Swift - Recovering from 3 breaks in her spine.  Her osteoporosis was aggravated 
by recent chemotherapy. 
 
Acacia is requesting a card shower for Beth.  Please send a note or greeting card.  Beth's 
address is in the guild directory otherwise contact Sonia for the address. 
 
Sonia Das will be handling Sunshine & Shadows for Acacia this year.  If she has omitted 
anyone or anything, corrections and updates will be made in future newsletters. Please 
contact her with news about guild members at 562-607-2384 or soniadas@yahoo.com. 
 

 
 

 

2nd Vice President–Programs & Workshops 
Phyllis Campbell 

 

Programs and Workshops Canceled 
 

The samples from Elizabeth Eastman have been returned to her.  We 
will make every effort to reschedule her to speak at a meeting in the 
future.  Her workshop promises to be a very interesting one.  
Elizabeth’s blog is OPQuilt.com. 
 

 

 

Fabricators 
Barbra Riley, Fabricators 

 
If there is a meeting of the Fabricators Friendship Group in August, it will be on August 1st.  

(No meetings are scheduled for June or July.)  We can easily work six feet apart and wearing a mask 
is not a hindrance to working with a sewing machine or talking.  Details will depend on the status of 
the virus at that time. 

In preparation for the March meeting most of the heavy fabrics were taken from the storage 
unit to make kits for grocery bags that can be donated to food banks.  That fabric never made it back 
to the storage unit, so now there are lots more kits made up for grocery bags. 

There are also still kits for the disappearing nine patch philanthropy quilts.  When completed 
these kits make a small quilt about 42 inches by 49 inches, just small enough to be quilted on a home 
machine.  It might be nice to make something other than face masks! 

Stay tuned for further updates. 

 

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
mailto:soniadas@yahoo.com
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BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

Link to Block of the Month Instructions on website: 

 

Memorial Flowers BOM Project 
 
I am happy to say that we are making progress on our Memorial Flowers.  Beth Swift 
mailed me three, I have made 7 so far, and I know that Phyllis Victor and Shar Tiara are 
making some too.  It would be great if everyone in our guild would make at least 2 blocks.  
Once you start, you will likely make more as they are easy and take very little fabric. 
 
If you are out of fusible for the centers, a glue stick will hold the 
circles in place until you sew them down.  You could also pin closely 
and remove pins as you sew. 
 
Won't this be beautiful for our guild to display in honor of those lost 
during this pandemic? 
 
Phyllis Campbell - BOM Chair. 
 
The blocks in the photo are not sewn together yet. 
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Membership renewal is in full swing.  If you haven’t gotten your application in yet, there is 
still time.  Thank you to those of you who have renewed on time! 
 
For those of you yet to renew, please download an application from the website (link: 
https://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/Membership.html), the newsletter (link: 
https://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/files/Newsletters/2020/06.2020_AQGNewsletter.pdf) or 
call Maryjo and she will mail you one with a self-addressed, stamped envelope!  Her phone 
number is on the application and in the newsletter.   
 
Thank You! 
Maryjo and Brenda, Co-Chairs 
 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

April and May brought in a total of $300 in income (Opportunity Quilt tickets and Membership 
dues) and $297.88 in expenses (Post office rental, website charges and a late reimbursement 
check from 2019).  Even with the “pause” on meetings the guild is remaining solvent. 

The Treasurer recommends the budget committee, consisting of the President, Treasurer, and 1 
other member of the board meet to prepare a budget for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020.  The 
committee should meet early in June in order to present the budget to the full membership for 
ratification at the next general meeting. 

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/BlockOfTheMonth.html
https://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/Membership.html
https://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/files/Newsletters/2020/06.2020_AQGNewsletter.pdf
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Here is a Quilt Themed Crossword Puzzle courtesy of Compuquilt. 
Unfortunately Compuquilt is going out of business June 4th but everything is on sale. 

 

 

 
Answers on page 12       

Puzzle courtesy of 

 

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
https://compuquilt.com/
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Here is a Quilt Themed Word Search Puzzle courtesy of The Happy Quilter. 
 

 

 

Answer Sheet was not supplied. 

 

I hope you enjoyed these two puzzles.  Apologies if the text is blurry.  They were copied using screen shots 

which can sometimes blur text.  

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
https://www.ctpub.com/blog/free-puzzle-from-happy-quilter-word-search/


Volume XVII Issue 1 Acacia Quilt Guild of Orange County June 2020 
 

www.acaciaquiltguild.org   Page 8 of 14 

VIRTUAL SHOW & TELL 
Thank you everyone who sent in pictures. 

First up - Beth Swift 
 

 
For a friend 

 

 
A lion & tiger for my 2 great granddaughters. 

 

 
A lamb for a granddaughter 

 

 
A bear for a grandson 

 

 
A piggy for a granddaughter 

 

 
A quilt to use up some Christmas fabric scraps 

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
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Show and Tell, continued 

Next We Have Phyllis Victor 

 
This rocket ship quilt is for a friend of my grandson.  
The friend's mother asked me to make the quilt a 

couple of years ago and I finally got it done. 

 
This butterfly quilt was made from a kit Barbra put 

together to get rid of fabric in the storage room.  
This one is in green and yellow. 

 
Another butterfly quilt made from a kit Barbra put 
together with fabric in the storage room.  This one 

is in blue and dark orange. 

 
This glittering star quilt is for my son's birthday on 
the 4th of July.  He lives in Texas so I thought the 

stars were appropriate. 

  

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
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Show and Tell, continued 

This was made by Off Kilter Quilters for Mary Ann West who was very fond of owls.  Since Lisa and 
Donna wanted to be included, it took awhile to get all the blocks together.  By then the “stay at home” 

order was in place and we had trouble completing it.  She never saw it but we gave it to Bob, her 
husband, after she died. 

  
 

A friend of Shar’s heard about the 
owl quilt project and wanted to be 

included.  Since the design was 
based on the eight members of Off 
Kilter Quilters that was not possible.  

This block was pieced by Anne 
Sonner and made into a pillow by 

Shar Taira.  It was also given to Bob 
West. 

The last quilt from Mary Ann 
This quilt top was hand pieced by Mary Ann’s Grandmother on 
muslin.  It was not flat so Jean had trouble quilting it.  The circles 
were not entirely symmetrical so trimming it was a challenge for 
Barbra.  The binding had to be cut on the bias, so Phyllis did 
that.  Sonia finished the hand stitching. 

Despite the problems it came out looking pretty good.  It was 
given to Martha, Mary Ann’s daughter, on Wednesday, May 13th. 

 

  

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
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FACE MASK SHOW & TELL 
Thank you for your hard work. 

  

As of 4-28-2020, Susan Wei has made 67 masks of which 48 were given to a hospice agency. 

 
30 masks to North OC Masks for First Responders 

also from Susan Wei. 

 
20 face masks (from Barbra using batik fabric) 
given to Ehlers Event Center for the Meals on 

Wheels volunteers. 

 
 

SCCQG 
Barbra Riley, SCCQG Representative 

 
The Meet the Teachers event, originally scheduled for April 2020 was postponed until 

September and then cancelled.  There will eventually be videos of many of the teachers 
scheduled to speak at Meet the Teachers on the SCCQG website, but since we won’t be 
having a meeting until at least August we should still have time to find speakers for any 
future meeting this year. 

The next scheduled meeting of SCCQG is October 10th in Victorville, hosted by the 
Desert Winds Quilt Guild.  The topic is “Transitioning of Guild Boards”.  Let’s hope that we 
have a new board to transition by that time! 

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
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QUILTING LINKS OF INTEREST 

Sonia Das 

 
The History of Quilting 
A free online class is starting on June 1, 2020 through Santa Ana College.  Please register through this link: 
https://www.sac.edu/sce/programs/activeadults/Pages/Active-Adults-Online.aspx 
 
Free Patterns from Jordan Fabrics 
Many of us have seen this company at quilt shows - their focus is affordable precuts and patterns to go with their 
precuts.  They provide free patterns from many different fabric manufacturers. 
https://jordanfabrics.com/pages/free-patterns-thumbnails 
 
Free Quilt Coloring Pages & Patterns from National Quilters Circle 
There are 111 pages in this file that features 30 quilt block patterns/cutting instructions as well as coloring pages.  
The other files are smaller. 
https://go.nationalquilterscircle.com/activity-pages-u/ 
 
Thank you Sonia for sharing this. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Crossword Puzzle Answers 

   

Calendar at a Glance 

   

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
https://www.sac.edu/sce/programs/activeadults/Pages/Active-Adults-Online.aspx
https://jordanfabrics.com/pages/free-patterns-thumbnails
https://go.nationalquilterscircle.com/activity-pages-u/
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ACACIA BOARD 2019-2020 
 

President:  Barbra Riley  
1

ST
 VP. At Large:  Denise Howard 

2
ND

 VP, Programs & Workshops:  Phyllis Campbell  
Secretary:  Mary Edgar 
Treasurer:  Frannie Donoghue 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES & CHAIRS 

Birthdays:  Membership  
Door Prizes: Bev Tyler 
Equipment: Lori Ramsey 
Historian: Susan Wei 
Hospitality: Anita Catano & Ernestine Caro 
Membership: Mary Edgar & Brenda Howard  
Newsletter: Mary Edgar 
Opportunity Basket: Bev Tyler 
Opportunity Quilt:  Barbra Riley 
Parliamentarian: Open  
Past President: Shar Taira 
Philanthropy Team: Phyllis Victor & Team 
Photographer: Anne Killian 
Publicity: Phyllis Campbell & Barbra Riley 
Secret Pal:  No program this year. 
SCCQG Representative: Barbra Riley 
Social Media Coordinator: Jodi Gill 
Special Events (Tea & Quilt Auction) Marianne Mahoney 
Sunshine & Shadows: Sonia Das 
Ways & Means:  Phyllis Victor & Sonia Das 
Website: Patti Paschall 

 
GENERAL MEETINGS are held on the 1st THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH. If this is a holiday, the 
meeting will be moved to the 2nd Thursday. Doors open at 5:15 pm; meeting begins at 6:45 
pm 

Ehlers Event Center 
8150 Knott Avenue 

Buena Park, CA 90620 
 
BOARD MEETINGS are at 7:00 pm on the 3rd Thursday of the month in the same location.  
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS THE SUNDAY AFTER THE BOARD MEETING.  
Please email articles to: Patti Paschall (see roster for email address) 
 
The purpose of this guild shall be to promote cooperation and exchange of ideas among 
those persons interested in or engaged in quilting; to further the education and skill levels of 
the members of this guild; to preserve the heritage of quilt making and to educate the public 
as to the significance and history of quilting as an art form as well as an ongoing craft; to 
utilize the skills of members to make items for those in need and to assist other 
philanthropic organizations.  
 
Dues are $25.00 per year, June 1 through May 31st. Dues for members joining after 11/30 
will be $15. Due for members joining after the last day of February will be $10.00. Guests will 
be asked for a donation of $3.00 at General Meetings. 

 
 

Ernestine Caro  06/09 
Susan Magpayo  06/12 

Susan Wei  06/12 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Mary Edgar & Brenda Howard 

 
Keep up the good work, 
introducing yourself to new 
members and visitors at all 
events, and inviting friends to 
our programs and workshops. 

 
Applications for membership are 
available at the Welcome Table 
at each General Meeting, via the 
website (use “Membership” tab), 
or through the Newsletter. If you 
have any questions, please call 
Mary at 714-232-3806. 

 

 

  

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
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ACACIA QUILT GUILD of ORANGE COUNTY 
Membership Year: June 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021 

 

 

Date:  ______________________ New Member: ____________    Renewal: _______________ 

Name: ______________________________________________________  Birthday:  _______________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________________________________  Zip:  ____________________________ 

Home Phone:  ____________________________________  Cell: ___________________________________________ 

E-mail:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact:  Name:  __________________________________ Phone: ______________________________  

 

 

Can you help Acacia Quilt Guild with any of the following: 

 
_____ Assist Hospitality with set-up at meetings 
_____ Assist with clean-up after meetings 

_____ Teach a class / mini-demo 

 
What can you teach? ____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES: 

______$25.00* (with EMAILED newsletter);  _______$43.00** (with MAILED newsletter) 

*dues after November 30th will be $15.00; dues after February 28th will be $10.00. 
 

 
**OPTIONAL NEWSLETTER MAILING FEE:  $18.00 (for 12 months) 

The Acacia newsletter is sent to the membership via email and is available for free on the 
Acacia Quilt Guild website. If you wish to have a newsletter mailed to you, please add $18.00 to 
Membership Dues for a total of $43.00 to cover postage and mailing materials. 

 
Amount:                  Cash:                   Check #:                 (Payable to Acacia Quilt Guild) 

 
Dues can be paid at the Membership Desk at General Meetings.   

 

If mailing your application, please send your 
form and fee to: 
 

Acacia Membership 
Attn:  Membership Chair 
P. O. Box 6853 
Buena Park, CA 90620 

If you have questions, please call or email:  
 

Maryjo Edgar – 714-232-3806 – maryjedgar6612@gmail.com  
 

OR 
 

Brenda Howard - 714-952-4798 
 

 

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/

