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ACACIA QUILT GUILD – SMALL, BUT MIGHTY! 
NEWSLETTER –APRIL 2019 

President’s Report – Barbra Riley 
 
Dear Members,  
 
The Tea & Quilt Auction will soon be behind us and we can return our attention to making quilts for philanthropy or fun 
things just because they seem interesting or we want to learn a new technique. 
 
‘Meet the Teachers’ is scheduled for April 13

th
.  Meet the Teachers is our primary opportunity to find speakers for 

programs and workshops over the next year, and the programs at Acacia are one of the “fun” parts of the guild.  
 
A questionnaire was given out at the January meeting.  Only 15 have been turned in so far, but I have been reviewing the 
responses for clues as to what we should be looking for while scheduling next year’s speakers and workshops.   The type 
of program that drew the most interest was one involving learning “New Techniques”. On a scale of 1 to 10, 10 being 
highest, “New Techniques” rated an average of 8.1. “Trunk Shows” averaged 7.0;  “Color study” rated a 6.9; and an 
activity with no speaker averaged 6.4.    
 
The survey also asked about what you find most important about Acacia.  Also on a scale of 1 to 10, members think the 
most important aspect of Acacia is “Philanthropy” with an 8.8 (or 9.3 if one response is dropped).  The next most 
important feature of Acacia is “Learning New Things” at 8.6.   This is something to consider when scheduling speakers.  
New techniques are always fun, even if you never use them.  I found the recent workshop on applique using invisible 
thread interesting; even though I will never use that technique, I did learn a lot about using invisible thread and that 
information was useful.    Members also found “Friendships” to be important at Acacia, rating them at 8.3.  “Sharing 
Talent” was close behind at 7.9. “Food” had the widest range of responses and was the only item on the list that scored 
every number between 1 and 10 except 2.  The average was 6.4. (Could this be an example of our love/ hate relationship 
with food?) 
 
Survey results indicated that there is significant interest in “Art Quilts”. Of the questionnaires turned in, 60% indicated an 
interest in learning more about Art Quilts.  Maybe we should schedule at least one speaker that would give us more 
information in this area.  40% indicated an interest in “Paper Piecing” - That sounds like a workshop.  Only 27% indicated 
an interest in learning more about “Embellishing”, but “embellishing” covers a lot of territory, so maybe the questionnaire 
should have been more specific - (beads, embroidery, paint, three-dimensional projects?) 
 
If these numbers do not reflect your interest, (or even if they do but you did not complete a survey), you can pick up a 
copy of the survey from Brenda at the Welcome Table at the General Meeting.  Please complete one.  Or, even better, 
come to the ‘Meet the Teachers’ event on April 13

th
 and help choose our programs and workshops for the next guild year. 

 
Barbra Riley, President 
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2nd Vice President– Upcoming Programs & Workshops – 2018-2019 
(Subject to change.  Please see website for current schedule & links) 

Shar Taira, Chair 
 
Hi, Ladies!   
 
At our April 4th General meeting, Nancy Ota will be sharing her Japanese textiles.   She will also have 
some of her sashiko patterns there for sale.  Also that evening is our Brown Bag fundraiser.   
 
April 6

th
 is our Tea & Auction; there will be no workshop that day.  At the General Meeting on May 2

nd
 we 

have elections and introduction of a Quilt Challenge.   
 
On May 4 Sylvia Davis is coming back to teach us how to make a quilt pattern notebook out of pizza box 
(should be lots of fun!).   June 6 is our new Board installation and a Shibori lecture by yours truly, Shar, 
and on June 8 a Shibori workshop.  (There are some new techniques to learn!)  
 
With elections coming up, please think about challenging yourself to help our board fulfill some jobs that 
desperately need filling! One of them being mine. The position of Vice President is in charge of programs 
and workshops and involves finding and booking good programs and great workshop instructors, as well 
as setting up for each workshop. Please consider helping, this job might be easier if it was split up and 
shared by two people!  Thanks, Shar 
 
 

PROGRAMS 
 

 April 4
th

 – General Meeting – Japanese Textiles 

 May 2
nd

 – General Meeting – Elections, Quilt Challenge  

 June 6
th

 – General Meeting – New Shibori Techniques 
 

WORKSHOPS 
 

 April 6
th

 – NO WORKSHOP – Tea & Auction (SOLD OUT) 

 May 4
th

 – Pizza Box Notebook with Sylvia Davis 

 June 8 – Shibori Techniques with Shar Taira 
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PHILANTHROPY 
 

The Buena Park Police Department requested four additional quilts to have on hand for children taken into custody 
due to a difficult situation. We donated two quilts to them last year, just as a trial run, and they have found a use for 
them.  (Child Services are usually called on to take care of children in a bad situation, but occasionally this job falls 
to the local police.) On March 7

th
 Anita Catano and Barbra Riley delivered four additional quilts to Jessica Lopez, 

our contact with the Buena Park Police Department. See photo of three of the quilts with Anita hiding behind the 
middle quilt. 
 

 
 

 

Tea & Auction Quilt Contest 
P R I Z E S!!! 

 
Just a reminder that there is still time to enter our Tea and Quilt Auction quilt contest.  
First prize will be a $50 gift certificate to Sue's Creating Cottage. Second place will be a 
$25 gift certificate to M&L Discount Fabrics, third prize will be a $10 gift certificate to 
Joann's. 
 
All entered quilts will be added to our April 6th Silent Auction to benefit our guild. 
 
RULES: 
 
 Size: 24" x 36" portrait mode 
 The subject must be anything Parisian: Eiffel Tower, flower carts, French poodles, 

bicycles, French fashion, etc. 
 Embellishments are encouraged. 
 Quilt must be 3 layers with finished edges, 4" sleeve (optional), label with quilt name, your name, and guild 

name. 
 My quilt will be entered, but I will not compete for prizes.  Quilts will be displayed in the lobby and our 

guests and members will have the opportunity to choose their favorite quilt while waiting. 
 During the Tea, we will announce the winners, then move the quilts to the Silent Auction. 
 Our goal is to have 8 to 12 quilts to display, but more are welcome.  Quilts are due by the April General 

Meeting on Thursday, April 4th. 
 
Phyllis Campbell 
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QUILTER OF THE MONTH –  

Susan Stokes 
 

 
Susan Stokes was the first President of the newly-formed Acacia Quilt Guild in 2004-2005 
and held that office again in 2013-2014. She has always been an active member of our guild.  
In 2004 she was one of the few of the Acacia Charter Members who had belonged to another quilt guild (Orange 
County Quilt Guild) which proved to be helpful in getting Acacia started.  Thank you, Susan, for helping to establish 
Acacia! 
 
Susan was born in Los Angeles, but lived in a few other cities before moving to Highland Park and attending 
Benjamin Franklin High School.  While in high school, she became a member of Job’s Daughters and eventually 
became Honored Queen of that group.  She attended community college and business school before meeting her 
future husband, Mark Stokes. They have now been married 48 years and Mark is looking forward to retirement soon.  
They have one son and three daughters and plan to move to Utah after retirement to be near their youngest 
daughter. 
 
Like many of us, Susan was not born into quilting; she started slowly by making tied baby quilts for her children. Her 
first “real” quilt was made in 1985 from a pattern called “Trip Around the World”.  She even worked for Cloth 
World for some time and discovered the joys of buying fabric!  In 1990, Susan started watching Eleanor Burns on 
TV and in 1992, she became a certified Quilt in a Day teacher after taking their teacher training.  Susan has had one 
of her quilts displayed at Hancock Fabrics and has been a frequent contributor to Show and Tell at Acacia.  In 
addition to being a Past President of Acacia, she has been our SCCQG Representative for the last few years. 

 
According to Susan, the best things about belonging to a quilt guild are the friendships, the philanthropy, and the 
creativity of other guild members, seeing their ideas and projects.  We will truly miss her when she leaves us for Utah! 
 
Thank You, Susan!  We Love You!!!    
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We had 28 members and 3 guests at our March General Meeting.  Thank You for always being helpful and 
encouraging to new members and guests.    
 
NOTE:  It’s not too soon to be thinking about renewing your membership.  Beat the Rush and give your 
dues and renewal application to Maryjo or Brenda at any meeting.   
 
Link to current Membership Application: 
http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/files/Membership/RenewalForm2018-2019rev2.pdf  
 
Questions?  Please contact Maryjo at maryjedgar@quietgrove.info. 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Please submit newsletter articles and photos to Maryjo at maryjedgar@quietgrove.info by the Sunday 

after the Board meeting which meets monthly on the 3rd Thursday. 

 
 

FABRICATORS 
 

The next Fabricators meeting will be March 30th. We do not currently have a date 
scheduled for April.  The originally scheduled date is also the date of the ‘Meet the 
Teachers’ event.  After the Tea, it will be good to take a break.   Fabricators will meet 
again on May 11th. 

 

 
 

Opportunity Quilt – 2018-2019 
 

The Opportunity Quilt has been making the rounds.  Plans are being made for it to visit other local quilt 
guilds over the next few months.   Please see Sonia if you are interested in accompanying this beautiful 
quilt on any of its journeys. 
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WAYS & MEANS - RUBIO'S FUNDRAISER 

 
Thank You to everyone who went to the Rubio's Fundraiser on March 11, 2019!  Many guild 
members (along with friends and family) came for both lunch and dinner while several others 
ate there and took more food to go.  The manager, Samantha, was very pleased with the 
turnout and showed me the stack of flyers that were turned in.  We received a check for $88.38 
on March 20, 2019 reflecting $441.92 in pre-tax sales. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

Link to Block of the Month Instructions on website:  http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/BlockOfTheMonth.html 
 
This month, we are re-visiting the Block of the Month blocks that are in process for our philanthropy quilts.  
We are still a few blocks short of enough to make a quilt with the following blocks.  Please take time to visit 
the website for instructions on these blocks.  Thank You!!  
 

                                               
August 2018                                                     September 2018                              November 2018 

 

                   
 February 2019                                       March 2019 
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SUNSHINE, SHADOWS, & SHOUT-OUTS 
 

 
Acknowledging life events of the following guild members 
 
 Anne Killian - Thinking of You for her recent bout of cellulitis in her foot. 
 Patti Paschall - Congratulations upon the purchase of a new home in Leisure World. 
 
Sonia Das will be handling Sunshine & Shadows for Acacia this year.  If she has omitted anyone or 
anything, corrections and updates will be made in future newsletters. Please contact her with news 
about guild members at 562-607-2384 or soniadas@yahoo.com.  
 

 

 
 

STOCKING STUFFERS FOR 2019 
 

Each November, Acacia Philanthropy stuffs many of the stockings that guild members made and donated and then 
gives them to Thomas House to distribute to the children in their programs.  In 2018, approximately 70 stockings 
were stuffed and donated and Acacia has now depleted its inventory of stocking stuffers.  
 
Throughout the year, Sonia Das will be collecting stocking stuffers at guild meetings and guild events for our 
donations in 2019.  Items for all ages from 1-18 are requested for both boys and girls. All stocking stuffers will be 
kept in the Acacia storage unit until November.   
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity! 
 
Sonia Das 
Stocking Stuffer Supervisor 
562-607-2384 
soniadas@yahoo.com 

Ideas/Suggestions for Stocking Stuffers 

Toy Cars 
Knit Hats 
Jigsaw Puzzles 
Nail Polish  
Small Toys 
Coin Purses 
Crayons 
Pencils 
T-Shirts 
Scarves 
Bouncy Balls 

Stuffed Animals 
Mittens/Gloves 
Books 
Pretty Socks 
Nail Files 
Pens 
Hair Accessories 
Lipsticks/Cosmetics 
Coloring Books 
Puzzle/Word Activity Books 

Toothbrushes 
Trial Sized Toiletries 
Math Activity Books 
Small/Cute Note Pads 
Comb/Brush Sets 
Gift Certificates (Fast Food) 
Gift Cards (For Older Kids) 
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Sandy B’s beautiful two-color bargello from an Acacia class 
with Sylvia Davis.  Great job, Sandy! 

 
 
 

 
 

SHOW & TELL 
 

 
 

  

Jo Melis’ two quilts for the Tea.  Beautiful, Jo.   
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Show & Tell, continued… 
 

 

 

Mary Ann’s beautiful creation from a pattern in AQ Magazine.  
M&M’s completed Jelly Roll Race Quilt – love those 

colors.  😊  

 

 
 

Phyllis V’s ‘Wonky Log Cabin’ pillow for donation to the Tea.   

 

 
 

Beautiful quilt made by Phyllis V. for donation to the Tea 
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Show & Tell, continued… 

 
 

Barbra R. shared a beautiful vintage Dresden Plate quilt she 
found at a neighbor’s estate sale that will be donated to the 

Tea.  

 
 

Many hands worked on this beautiful applique quilt to be 
donated to the Tea.  Thank You for organizing the work and for 

your talent, Beverly. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Off Kilter Quilter’s creative Piano Quilt. 
Front is to the left, back of the quilt is above. 
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Blocks for the Brave has donated this lovely quilt to the Tea 

Auction. 

 

 
 

Fabricator’s scrappy quilt, made with all donated fabric, to be 
donated to the Tea. 

 

Calendar at a Glance 

 

 
 
4

th
 6:30 PM  GENERAL MTG – Japanese Textiles and Brown Bag Fundraiser  

6
th

 9:00 AM  WORKSHOP – No Workshop – Tea & Auction (SOLD OUT) 
13

th
     ‘MEET THE TEACHERS’ – SCCQG EVENT 

18
th

  7:00 PM  BOARD MEETING 
30

th
  6:00 PM  LISA’S LADIES 

 

 
2

nd
  6:30 PM  GENERAL MTG – Elections, Quilt Challenge 

4
th

 9:00 AM  WORKSHOP –Pizza Box Quilt Pattern with Sylvia Davis 
11

th
 9:00 AM  FABRICATORS Sew Day 

16
th

  7:00 PM  BOARD MEETING 
28

th
  6:00 PM  LISA’S LADIES 
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ACACIA BOARD 2018-2019 
 

President: Barbra Riley  
1st VP. At Large, Programs/Workshops: Shar Taira  
Secretary: Maryjo Edgar 
Treasurer: Phyllis Victor 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
Birthdays:  Membership Team 
Door Prizes: Team led by Bev Tyler 
Equipment: Lori Ramsey 
Historian: Susan Wei 
Hospitality: Sandy Brown  
Membership: Maryjo Edgar & Brenda Howard  
Newsletter: Maryjo Edgar 
Opportunity Basket: Bev Tyler 
Opportunity Quilt:  Sonia Das 
Parliamentarian: OPEN  
Past President: Shar Taira 
Philanthropy Team: Mary Ann West –Leader 
Photographer: Anne Killian 
Publicity: Phyllis Campbell 
Secret Pal:  Sonia Das 
SCCQG Representative: Susan Stokes 
Special Events (Tea & Quilt Auction) Marianne Mahoney 
Sunshine & Shadows: Sonia Das 
Ways & Means:  Phyllis Victor & Sonia Das 
Website: Patti Paschall 
 
GENERAL MEETINGS are held on the 1st THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH. If this is a 
holiday, the meeting will be moved to the 2nd Thursday. Doors open at 5:15 pm; 
meeting starts at 6:45 pm 

Ehlers Event Center 
8150 Knott Avenue 

Buena Park, CA 90620 
 
BOARD MEETINGS are at 7:00 pm on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the 
same location.  
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS THE SUNDAY AFTER THE BOARD MEETING.  
Please email articles to: Maryjo Edgar at maryjedgar@quietgrove.info 

 
The purpose of this guild shall be to promote cooperation and exchange of ideas 
among those persons interested in or engaged in quilting; to further the 
education and skill levels of the members of this guild; to preserve the heritage 
of quilt making and to educate the public as to the significance and history of 
quilting as an art form as well as an ongoing craft; to utilize the skills of 
members to make items for those in need and to assist other philanthropic 
organizations.  
 
Dues are $25.00 per year, June 1 through May 31st. Dues for members joining 
after 11/30 will be $15. Due for members joining after the last day of February 
will be $10.00. Guests will be asked for a donation of $3.00 at General Meetings. 

 
 

4/14 Mary Ann West 
4/22 Marianne Mahoney 

 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Maryjo Edgar & Brenda Howard 

 
At the March 2019 Meeting we welcomed 28 

members, and 3 guests. 
 

Don’t forget to keep introducing yourself to new 
members and visitors at all events and keep 

inviting friends to our programs and workshops. 
 

 
Applications for membership are 

available at the Welcome Table at each 

General Meeting or via the website 

(use “Membership” tab), or through 

the newsletter. If you have any 

questions, please call Maryjo at 714-

232-3806. 
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ACACIA QUILT GUILD of ORANGE COUNTY 

Membership Year: June 1, 2019 – May 31, 2020 
 

 

Date:  ______________________ New Member: ____________    Renewal: _______________ 

Name: ______________________________________________________  Birthday:  _______________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________________________________  Zip:  ____________________________ 

Home Phone:  ____________________________________  Cell: ___________________________________________ 

E-mail:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In case of emergency, who can we call?   Name:  ______________________________________________________  

Phone:  ________________________________      Relationship: ___________________________________________ 

 

 

Can you help Acacia Quilt Guild with any of the following: 

 
_____ Setting up at meetings    _____ Making Photocopies 
_____ Making coffee at meetings _____ Sending out emails 
_____ Setting out refreshments at meetings _____ Phone Tree 
_____ Tidying up after meetings _____ Website 

_____ Teaching a class / mini-demo 

 

What can you teach? ____________________________________________________________ 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES: 

______$25.00* (w/o mailed newsletter); _______$43.00** (with mailed newsletter) 

*dues after November 30th will be $15.00; dues after February 28th will be $10.00. 
 

 

**OPTIONAL NEWSLETTER MAILING FEE:  $18.00 (for 12 months) 
The Acacia newsletter is sent to the membership via email and is available for free on the Acacia Quilt Guild 
website. If you wish to have a newsletter mailed to you, please add $18.00 to Membership Dues for a total of 
$43.00 to cover postage and mailing materials. 

 

Amount:                  Cash:                   Check #:                 (Payable to Acacia Quilt Guild) 

 

Dues can be paid at the Membership Desk at General Meetings.   

 

If mailing your application, please send your form 
and fee to: 
 

Acacia Membership 
Attn:  Maryjo Edgar 
P. O. Box 6853 
Buena Park, CA 90620 

If you have questions, please call or email:  
 

Maryjo Edgar – 714-232-3806 – maryjedgar@quietgrove.info  
 

OR 
 

Brenda Howard - 714-952-4798 
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