
Volume XVI - Issue 8         January 2020 
 

 

 
ACACIA QUILT GUILD – SMALL, BUT MIGHTY! 

NEWSLETTER –JANUARY 2020 
President’s Report 

 
 

Happy New Year, Acacia! 
 
January is the month for re-evaluation, new resolutions, and plans for the future.  With that in mind, what does 
Acacia plan for the future?  Where do we stand in our current activities? Do we want different speakers?  Do 
we need more social media?  How do we attract new members?  Do we want to find new philanthropy 
outlets?  Do we want to focus more on quilts and less on other projects?   
 
Regarding the last question, we have a large supply of pillowcases and Christmas stockings and a good 
supply of quilt tops, so we are halfway to having a lot of quilts to donate.  This could be a record year for 
philanthropy quilts.   The question of speakers should be addressed before the Meet the Teachers event in 
April, the event at which we meet and choose speakers for the upcoming year.   In the next few months, 
starting in February, we will be putting out a questionnaire asking about the type of speakers Acacia members 
find interesting, or about techniques you’d like to learn more about.  We now have a media person, Jodi G., 
so look for some new things there in 2020.  Our goal is to attract new members through social media.  We will 
also be looking for new groups needing our help, especially those helping children. 
 
In 2019 we donated a total of 44 quilts (plus a lot of other items) when much of our energy was directed 
toward the Tea and Auction in April.  We should be able to do much better in 2020. 
 
On an individual level, New Year’s resolutions are being made. What are yours?  Mine is to start attacking my 
UFOs.  My goal is to complete one per month; there are probably at least 50 to choose from, so if I can 
continue at the rate of one per month for four years, it would be much easier to organize all the rest of my 
fabric.   Fat chance!! 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Barbra Riley, President 
President, Acacia Quilt Guild 
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To all guild members who participated in the Halloween Candy Give-Back Program this year for 
Operation Gratitude, here is a copy of the email we received from them: 
 

“Wednesday, December 11, 2019, 07:38:59 AM PST 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Our 2019 Halloween Candy Give-Back program was a HUGE success! This past Monday, we finished 
distributing candy to tens of thousands of Deployed Troops, Veterans, and First Responders around the 
world. With your help, Operation Gratitude collected 343,909 pounds of candy from 6,000 organizations 
and households in 2,339 cities representing all 50 states and DC! 
 
Over the past three weeks, we received dozens of thank you emails from the recipients of your 
generosity. I’m sharing two of my favorites at the bottom of this email to remind you that your actions 
made a difference. 
 
Every sweet treat you donated is a tangible reminder to our nation’s heroes that their service is 
appreciated. As you can see from the email below, your kind actions also made a difference to children 
in war-torn areas and helped our military build goodwill as they carry out their mission. 
 
Would you like to take action again and help Operation Gratitude during the holiday season? 
 
Consider hosting a fundraiser to help us ship 20,000 Care Packages before the end of the year, or 
purchasing (and asking everyone you know to purchase) much needed items from our Amazon Wish List 
to help fill them. 
 
I can’t thank you enough for taking part in the Halloween Candy Give-Back Program and your continued 
support of our mission.  YOU put smiles on countless faces, and you are helping Operation Gratitude 
forge strong bonds in communities here at home and across the globe. 
 
With Gratitude and Semper Fidelis, 
Kevin M. Schmiegel 
CEO, Operation Gratitude 
Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Ret.) 
 
     Email #1: “I just wanted to say thank you for the care package. All of my squad mates and I really 
appreciate it! The candy we didn't use ourselves was handed out to Afghani kids we see on our missions, 
and they are very grateful. Happy Holidays, PFC T." 
 
     Email #2: “On behalf of my Company, I would like to say thank you to Operation Gratitude for the 
amazing care packages that have been sent to us. We have been enjoying the Halloween Candy and we 
are very grateful for the thoughts and holiday greetings. Our Company appreciates everyone that helped 
create these packages, and we appreciate your support. We wish you all the best!   With Warm regards, 
Specialist V.”  “ 

 
 
 
 

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
http://www2.operationgratitude.com/e/409962/ign-support-our-heroes-c140501/5hcb9l/1024550491?h=OKhvha5gvdv4W3uK02C51OnF100xmU5m_BJ8MetsMDU
http://www2.operationgratitude.com/e/409962/-FY2O3UG2PNSG-ref-cm-go-nav-hz/5hcb9n/1024550491?h=OKhvha5gvdv4W3uK02C51OnF100xmU5m_BJ8MetsMDU
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Quilt Display/ Reception and Open House 
 

Acacia Quilt Guild has had a joint display of quilts with the Subterranean Quilters (an art quilt group 
that also meets at Ehlers Event Center) at the Buena Park City Hall Council Chambers since November 
6, 2019.  The program that put together this display is the Cultural and Fine Arts Division of Buena 
Park’s Community Services Department. This is a wonderful program that aims to spotlight and exhibit 
local artists.  The last day of this quilt display will be January 15, 2020. 
 
The Council Chambers are normally locked and the quilts are available for viewing only during normal 
business hours and by appointment. (A phone call to the Community Services Division at 714 562-
3860 is needed to make sure someone will be there to unlock the door for you.) 
 
Acacia has scheduled a Reception/ Open House to view the display on Friday, January 3, 2020 from 
noon until 2:00pm.  Everyone is invited.   Bring a friend to see some of the interesting and colorful 
quilts made by members of Acacia or the Subterranean Quilters.  The display in the City Council 
Chambers includes only quilts 48 inches wide or smaller, so many of our quilts were excluded.  The 
Opportunity Quilt will also be displayed on the 3rd and possibly some other larger quilts. 
 
If you know someone you would like to introduce to quilting and what we do at Acacia, this is your 
chance. Come and join us on: 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 2020 
Noon to 2:00 PM 

Buena Park City Council Chambers 
6650 Beach Blvd. 

 

 

 
 

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
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Fabricators 
Barbra Riley, Fabricators Organizer 

 

The next Fabricators meeting will be on Saturday, January 11th in the Picasso Room.  Since that is the same 
day as the SCCQG meeting, I will not be there, but if you are planning to come to the shopping bag 
workshop on January 4th, the 11th could be time for you to come and finish that project, or bring your own 
project.  I’m sure there are still some unfinished quilt kits out there that members took before Christmas 
and haven’t had time to complete. Come to finish a UFO and sew with good company. 
 
February 1, 2020, is also a meeting of Fabricators, which meets before the February General Meeting. 
February will be an important meeting because we will be determining projects for the coming year. 
Bring your ideas on ways to use the donated fabric stacking up in our storage unit. Lori and I will be going 
through the fabric in January to get an idea about what we should concentrate on using up. 
 
Fabricators begins at 10:00 AM and we finish when we feel like it.   We have the room until 5:30PM so come 
and join us as we sew and plan for next year.   Everyone is welcome. 

 
 

2019 PHILANTHROPY RECAP 
 
Acacia is a relatively small guild, but we have done well in terms of using our talents and abilities to aid the 
community in 2019.  To review: 
 

 In January we teamed with Kindness to Animals to send 32 pet beds and a quilt of appreciation to 
the Butte Humane Society where animals displaced by the Paradise Fire were being cared for. 

 In February we gave 4 quilts to the Buena Park Police Department to give to children who have to 
be removed from a bad situation.   In March we gave them 3 additional quilts for the same purpose. 

 After our Tea and Quilt Auction in April, we gave Thomas House four Afghans and 24 shopping 
bags to be used in their food pantry. 

 In July we donated 11 quilts, 5 sheets, and miscellaneous kitchen items to Thomas House. Also in 
July, we donated 12 cancer bags with small pillows to the Hematology and Medical Oncology 
Center in Long Beach. The pillows are used by breast cancer patients after surgery. Lisa Sullivan, 
formerly in charge of philanthropy, was successfully treated at this facility, so we have a special 
connection. 

 July was also the beginning of our drive to collect school supplies for the children at Thomas 
House, and paper, pencils, crayons, and other supplies were given to Thomas House in August. 

 In September 3 boxes of heavy fabric donated to Acacia were given to Komfortcare in San Diego. 
Komfortcare makes pet beds for animals at the San Diego Animal Shelter in northern San Diego 
County.  If we cannot use fabric donated to us, we try to find another group that can use it. 

 In October we presented a special quilt to the family of Arthur Brice, a Buena Park police officer 
who was killed in an auto accident on September 28th. The label for the quilt was made by Beth 
Swift and the quilt was presented to the police department to give to the family. 

 At our December meeting we made our usual presentation of filled Christmas stockings to 43 
children living at Thomas House as well as 24 quilts plus 3 afghans and additional school supplies. 

 
When you consider that much of our energy was taken up with our biennial Tea & Auction in April, we did fairly 
well in our community contributions.   Let’s make next year even better! 
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FUN, FRIENDSHIP AND MEMORIES FROM OUR CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

            
  Our festive dressers                                                                                         Santa? 
 

      
Denise prepares and gives our home baked goodies to the happy Senior Center Staff (above). 
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Candy Caneland Update 
 

Thank you to Phyllis V., Denise, Bev, Judy, and Lori for their help at Candy Caneland on December 
7th. A special thanks to Lori for helping pack up and being our last, best customer.  We made a total 
of $503.50 for the guild (less the $35.00 for cost of the booth). 
 
Thanks, also, to all those who participated in the Christmas Table Runner Challenge and donated 
their runner to the boutique. There were 17 fabric kits taken for the Challenge and 13 finished 
before the meeting and craft show.   The table runners were our top seller at the boutique.  We sold 
9 of them for a total of $210.   (One person purchased seven!) 
 
At the next board meeting and at Phil’s Place (the next philanthropy meeting) we will be discussing 
what did and did not sell and how we should approach making items to sell at the 2020 Candy 
Caneland. 
 
Barbra Riley, Boutique Chairperson 
 

Table Runners submitted for Challenge and donated to craft sale boutique: 
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2nd Vice President–Programs & Workshops 
(Subject to change.  Please see website for current schedule & links) 

Chair– Phyllis Campbell 

 
We begin our new year at Acacia with our annual Quilters University on January 2. Shar Taira will 
be demonstrating Japanese Sashiko embroidery. Barbra Riley will be demonstrating an easy way 
to make a tote bag, and I will demonstrate Quilt-As-You-Go. We might have a fourth 
demonstration too. 
 
We are offering a free workshop for Guild members on Saturday, January 4th at 10 a.m. Barbra 
Riley will be teaching how to make fast and easy tote bags. Fabric will be furnished by the guild. 
Each participant will make one tote for philanthropy and a second for themselves. 

 

 
January 2020 -May 2020 Programs and Workshops 

Jan 2 Quilters University Learning Stations Jan. 4 Barbra Riley - Fast and Easy Tote Bag 

Feb. 6 
Nancy Williams - Quilting and Gardening-A 
Common Thread 
Brown Bag 

Feb. 8 
Nancy Williams – Design a Jacket (* see 
below)  

March 5 Christen Brown – Artfully Embroidered March 7  Embroidering with Confidence 

April 2  Lenie Bosman – Rescue Quilts April 4 
Free Motion Nine-Patch Sampler and 
Practice 

May 7 
Business Meeting & Elections.  Challenge 
Begins.  Brown Bag 

May 9 Workshop TBA or New Member Tea 

 

 February Workshop “Design a Jacket” 
 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

Link to Block of the Month Instructions on website: 

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/BlockOfTheMonth.html 

 
We always need Block of the Months blocks for philanthropy quilts.  Please take time to visit the website 
for instructions.  Thank You to all who donated blocks in 2019!! 
 

  

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
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Twenty-six members and eight attended our November General Meeting.   
 
Thank You, members, for always being gracious and encouraging to new 
members and guests. 

 
Membership applications are welcome any time.  If you have questions, 
please contact Membership Chair, Mary, at 
maryjedgar6612@gmail.com or by phone at 714 232 3806. 
 

Link to current Membership Application: 
http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/files/Membership/Renewal_Form_2019-
2020.pdf  

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Please submit newsletter articles and photos to Mary at 

maryjedgar6612@gmail.com by the Sunday after the Board meeting which 
meets monthly on the 3rd Thursday. 

 
 

SUNSHINE, SHADOWS, & SHOUT-OUTS 
 

Acknowledging life events of guild members.  Sonia Das handles Sunshine & Shadows for 
Acacia.  If she has omitted anyone or anything, corrections and updates will be made in 

future newsletters. Please contact her with news about guild members at 562-607-2384 or 
soniadas@yahoo.com. 

 

 
  

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/
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Door Prizes 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations to our Door Prize Winners at the 
December General Meeting!  

 
Julia 

Mary Ann 
Mitali 
Nancy 
Patti 
Susan 

 

 
 

 

OPPORTUNITY BASKET FUN AT THE JANUARY MEETING! 
By Bev Tyler, Door Prize & Opportunity Basket Chair 

 
At the January General Meeting, we will be celebrating the birth of the King.    
Don’t know who?   The King is ELVIS!    We will have a birthday cake and 
the Opportunity Basket will be full of blue fabrics, including some Elvis 
fabric, to celebrate his movie, Blue Hawaii. 
 
We will be raffling an extra large basket, overflowing with wonderful fabrics - 
some small cuts, some large cuts - that I am sure the winner 
 

 

 
RCA/Legacy – Sony Music Entertainment 
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SHOW & TELL 
 

 
Quilt from a past workshop finished by Phyllis C. and 

submitted to Road to California. 

 
 

Beautiful quilt for Christmas by Phyllis V. 

 
Shar T’s beautiful hand-dyed Shibori pillows and purse.   
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SHOW & TELL, continued 
 

Two Philanthropy kit quilts finished and shown by Barbara P.  Quilt tops by Mary AnnW. 

      

Adorable superhero capes by Susan M.   
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SCCQG 
By Barbra Riley, SCCQG Representative 

 
The January 11, 2020, meeting of the Southern California Council of Quilt Guilds will be held in 
Norco, hosted by the Inland Empire Quilt Guild.  The topic at the October meeting was the 
importance of social media and the January meeting will be a continuation of that topic, stressing 
“how to use” social media.  The speaker is Caryn Payzant, the same person who gave the 
presentation in October.  I will be attending and taking copious notes, along with Jodi Gill, our new 
Social Media Chairperson. 
 
If anyone else is interested in this very important topic and would like to attend the SCCQG 
meeting, please let me know. 
 
The April meeting for SCCQG will be the annual “Meet the Teachers” event. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Social Media & Networking 
Jodi Gill, Social Media Coordinator 

 
Hello, fellow quilters,  
 
Acacia Quilt Guild is launching social media platforms to share ideas and information through 
building virtual networks and communities within our guild and others. This will allow other 
Guilds to see our schedule and perhaps join us for events and workshops and provide a better 
way for other quilters to find out about Acacia and what we do.  It will allow us to communicate 
within our community in real time through Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, and YouTube. 
 
In October, Barbra and I attended Part 1 of the SCCQG meeting on Social Media, and on January 
11th we will be attending Part 2.  I look forward to implementing all of the exciting information 
we have learned at these events. More information will be announced at General Meetings, but 
please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
 

 
  

http://www.acaciaquiltguild.org/


Volume XVI Issue 8 Acacia Quilt Guild of Orange County January 2020 
 

www.acaciaquiltguild.org   Page 13 of 14 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Calendar at a Glance 

 

 
 

 
2

ND
      6:30 PM  GENERAL MTG – Quilter’s University  

3
rd

       12:00-2:00 PM OPEN HOUSE/RECEPTION AT Buena Park City Hall 
4

TH
    10:00 AM WORKSHOP – Quick and Easy Shopping Tote  

11
TH

  9:00 AM  FABRICATORS Sew Day – ALL are welcome 
16

TH
  7:00 AM  BOARD MEETING 

28
TH

  6:00 PM  PHYL’S PLACE (Philanthropy Meeting) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1

ST
     9:00 AM  FABRICATORS Sew Day – ALL are welcome 

6
TH

       6:30 PM  GENERAL MTG – Program with Nancy Williams   
8

TH
      10:00 AM WORKSHOP – Quilting & Gardening-A Common Thread  

20
TH

  7:00 AM  BOARD MEETING 
25

TH
  6:00 PM  PHYL’S PLACE (Philanthropy Meeting) 
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ACACIA BOARD 2019-2020 
 

President: Barbra Riley  
1st VP. At Large, Denise Howard 
2

ND
 VP, Programs & Workshops: Phyllis Campbell  

Secretary: Mary Edgar 
Treasurer: Anita Catano 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES & CHAIRS 

Birthdays:  Membership  
Door Prizes: Bev Tyler 
Equipment: Lori Ramsey 
Historian: Susan Wei 
Hospitality: Anita Catano & Ernestine Caro 
Membership: Mary Edgar & Brenda Howard  
Newsletter: Mary Edgar 
Opportunity Basket: Bev Tyler 
Opportunity Quilt:  Bev Tyler 
Parliamentarian: Michelle Smith  
Past President: Shar Taira 
Philanthropy Team: Phyllis Victor & Team 
Photographer: Anne Killian 
Publicity: Phyllis Campbell & Barbra Riley 
Secret Pal:  Sonia Das 
SCCQG Representative: Barbra Riley 
Social Media Coordinator: Jodi Gill 
Special Events (Tea & Quilt Auction) Marianne Mahoney 
Sunshine & Shadows: Sonia Das 
Ways & Means:  Phyllis Victor & Sonia Das 
Website: Patti Paschall 

 
GENERAL MEETINGS are held on the 1st THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH. If this is a holiday, 
the meeting will be moved to the 2nd Thursday. Doors open at 5:15 pm; meeting starts at 
6:45 pm 

Ehlers Event Center 
8150 Knott Avenue 

Buena Park, CA 90620 
 
BOARD MEETINGS are at 7:00 pm on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the same 
location.  
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS THE SUNDAY AFTER THE BOARD MEETING.  
Please email articles to: Maryjo Edgar at maryjedgar6612@gmail.com 
 
The purpose of this guild shall be to promote cooperation and exchange of ideas among 
those persons interested in or engaged in quilting; to further the education and skill levels 
of the members of this guild; to preserve the heritage of quilt making and to educate the 
public as to the significance and history of quilting as an art form as well as an ongoing 
craft; to utilize the skills of members to make items for those in need and to assist other 
philanthropic organizations.  
 
Dues are $25.00 per year, June 1 through May 31st. Dues for members joining after 11/30 
will be $15. Due for members joining after the last day of February will be $10.00. Guests 
will be asked for a donation of $3.00 at General Meetings. 

 
 

1/06  Charlotte Hansen 
1/27  Donna Turner 
1/31  Barbara Purks 

 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Maryjo Edgar & Brenda Howard 

 
 

At the December 2019 Meeting 
we welcomed 26 members, and 

8 guests; Keep up the good 
work in introducing yourself to 

new members and visitors at all 
events, and inviting friends to 
our programs and workshops. 

 
 

Applications for membership are 
available at the Welcome Table at 
each General Meeting, via the 
website (use “Membership” tab), or 
through the Newsletter. If you have 
any questions, please call Maryjo at 
714-232-3806. 
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