
YCAPS Recommended Reading & Viewing List for the 3/11 Disaster and Response 
 

Last Update: 22 Feb 2021 
  
This list catalogs YCAPS members’ recommendations regarding English-language 
media (mostly articles) that will help to gain a better understanding of the March 2011 
Fukushima earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disaster, as well as its aftermath. Inputs 
are encouraged. Please submit to info@ycaps.org! 
 
Video Documentaries: 
 
-PBS FRONTLINE, Inside Japan’s Nuclear Meltdown  
  

In this documentary, FRONTLINE utilizes exclusive interviews with senior employees at 
TEPCO to give the viewer a close look at what went wrong at the Daiichi reactor in the 
hours following the tsunami. This firsthand account of the situation in Fukushima is paired 
with footage from Tokyo and interviews with Japanese government officials, including the 
prime minister himself, to brilliantly illustrate the chaotic unfolding of the crisis.  

 
-Pioneer Productions, The Japan Tsunami: How it Happened 
  

This documentary by Pioneer Productions is important to watch as a reminder of the aspects of 
the 3/11 crisis that were beyond human control. For those curious about seismology and the 
natural disasters that occurred that day, this analytical film is critical.  

 

Articles:  

 
-Martin Fackler, Japan Weighed Evacuating Tokyo in Nuclear Crisis 
 

As the title suggests, in this article Martin Fackler (Panel participant of our upcoming 3/10 event) 
reports on how this decision was exposed. He details the efforts of a 30-person investigative 
team, run by famed former editor in chief of the Asahi Shimbun Koichi Funabashi, to uncover the 
government’s consideration of a contingency evacuation, and the breakdown in communication 
and trust between TEPCO and the Kan cabinet.   

 
-Martin Fackler, Japanese City’s Cry Resonates Around the World 
 

In another piece for the New York Times, Martin Fackler shows the struggles of Minamisoma, a 
small town devastated by the 3/11 disaster, and the international support that brought it back from 
the edge. A fascinating account of how the elderly mayor of the city turned to YouTube to 
petition for help, and the resulting outpouring of aid from around the world ahead of government 
assistance. 

 
-Michael Paterniti, The Man Who Sailed His House 
  

In this piece, Mr. Paterniti draws on his reporting to deliver a moving, poetic account of the tragic 
true story of the man who sailed his house. On 3/11 Hiromitsu Shinkawa lost his wife to the 



tsunami when it struck his home, and rode the roof of the building for two days, until he was 
rescued by emergency workers nearly 9 miles from shore. Truly riveting.  

 
-Richard Lloyd Parry, The School Beneath the Waves: The Unimaginable Tragedy of Japan’s 
Tsunami 
  

An excerpt from Richard Lloyd Parry’s beautifully researched and written book, “Ghosts of the 
Tsunami”, which is also essential reading. In this excerpt, Parry details the poor decisions that led 
to the tragic loss of many schoolchildren at Okawa elementary school, and uses this situation as a 
case study of Japanese authority hierarchy.  
 

-Kyle Cleveland, Mobilizing Nuclear Bias: The Fukushima Nuclear Crisis and the Politics of 
Uncertainty 
 

This piece by Professor Kyle Cleveland of Temple University discusses the political 
repercussions of 3/11, including the mishandling of risk assessment efforts by the Japanese 
government, and the conflict between Japanese and foreign definitions of a “safe” exclusion zone.  
 

 
Reports: 
 
-Department of Defense, USS Ronald Reagan Radiation Exposure Report to Congress 
  

This report by the DoD is an excellent primary source for information regarding both 
Operation Tomodachi and radiation exposure broadly. This is recommended reading 
particularly for those who are interested in learning about the US Navy's assistance in the 
weeks following 3/11 but is also immensely helpful for understanding the risks of radiation 
exposure and the safety precautions used to mitigate those risks. 

 
RAND (National Security Research Division), Lessons from Department of Defense Disaster Relief 
Efforts in the Asia-Pacific Region (Pages 85-105).  
 

This is an extensive report on the Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief efforts of the 
DoD in the Asia-Pacific Region, in which chapter five focuses on the 3/11 crisis. As the title 
suggests, the purpose of this report is to consider what was learned during the crisis, and thus 
the content is insightful for learning about both the successes and the shortcomings of the 
U.S. Military’s involvement. 

 
-Kenji Kushida, Japan’s Fukushima Nuclear Disaster: Narrative, Analysis, Recommendations 

 
Echoing the content of Professor Cleveland’s piece, Kushida provides a timeline of the 
disaster and response, while diving into the well-documented mismanagement of the efforts 
and the Japanese Nuclear industry more generally. He situates that mismanagement within 
more fundamental structural issues in Japan, such as uncertainty over the locus of decision 
making in the Japanese government.  

 
-The National Diet of Japan, Fukushima Nuclear Accident Independent Investigation 
  

The content of this report is similar to the ones above, but is significant in that it was conducted 
by an investigative commission organized by the National Diet of Japan. The board takes an 



uncharacteristically critical approach towards shortcomings by both the Japanese government and 
TEPCO in their response to the disaster. It also highlights pre-existing structural dynamics in 
Japanese culture, politics and the nuclear industry that paved the road for the botched handling of 
the disaster. An essential read for those who are curious about the Japanese government narrative 
of the event and response.   

 
 
 


