
Gary Ann Williams has had a  
rough four years. Due to medical 
complications she lost her eyesight; 
had her heart, liver and lungs  
damaged; was in a coma; suffered 
from seizures and spent countless 
months in the hospital. During her 
ordeal, she also damaged her vocal 
chords, so she was no longer able to 
sing in her church choir. Gary Ann 
had to stay at a nursing home until 
she learned to walk again. While she 
still has many health issues, Gary 
Ann is living independently again.

“God gave me the strength,” she 
says. “I’m so blessed.”

Gary Ann lives in one of the  
affordable senior cottages on  
St. Mary’s Hoover Campus in west 
Dayton. She loves the fact that  
her cottage is handicap-accessible 
and has no steps, even coming in 
from outside.

“My last apartment was in a  
basement and had seven steps before 
I got to the door,” she says. “There 
was a long walk to the parking lot, 
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Feeling blessed through  
significant hardships
Gary Ann Williams’ faith and courage led her to the perfect 
home on St. Mary’s Hoover Campus.

Gary Ann Williams (right) has survived significant medical hardships and loves  
living in her affordable cottage on St. Mary’s Hoover Campus in west Dayton. 
Bianca Grady (left) is Gary Ann’s Service Coordinator and has connected her to  
the things she needs to remain independent.

Real Estate Development
• Construction continues at the       
  Residences at Eagle Point, 40 family   
  apartments in Eaton. These will be  
  completed by the end of the year.
• Construction is beginning for our   
  Roosevelt Homes II project, 30 lease- 
  to-purchase homes in west Dayton.
• We applied for funds to create two   
  new affordable senior housing  
  projects – one in Riverside and the  
  other in Huber Heights. The total  
  number of apartment units is 108.

Resident Services
• Through April of this year we  
  connected 415 low-income seniors to   
  more than 2,300 services. The value of  
  these services is nearly $380,000.  
  The value of services to which we’ve    
  connected residents in the last 12   
  months is more than $1.1 million.
• Connecting residents to food  
  programs continues to be the largest    
   area of need, with 312 residents  
  being served this year.
• Residents have attended 60  
  educational programs this year,  
  covering topics such as heart health,   
  transportation options and how to  
  navigate the healthcare system.
• 29% of our 800 senior residents are   
  frail or at-risk. About a third have  
  incomes less than $10,000.

The Eagle Point project is a beautiful  
renovation of the former Eaton High School. 
The fireplace (shown) is one of the many  
amenities offered.



“Doris” came into her Service 
Coordinator’s office in April  
because her medical transportation 
company had told her they could no 
longer give her rides to her dialysis 
appointments. By working with the 
resident’s insurance company, our 
Service Coordinator was able to get 
Doris 50 extra rides due to her  
medical necessity. Doris would not 
have received this help if it were not 
for her Service Coordinator and the  
generosity of those who support  
our work.

Through April of this year we’ve  
connected 415 low-income seniors, 
like Doris, to more than 2,300  
services, including health insurance, 
prescription benefits, food stamps, 
utility assistance, home healthcare 
services, home-delivered meals and 
transportation services, just to name 
a few. 

Our mission
St. Mary Development Corporation  
is a faith-based non-profit  
organization, called by God to  
create sustainable affordable housing 
for those in need. We work toward the 
day when all residents – especially  
the economically disadvantaged – 
have a decent, affordable place to  
live and become part of a community. 
We accomplish this through real  
estate development and management; 
supportive housing services; and  
community revitalization initiatives.

President:
   Tim Bete 
   P: 937-277-8149 ext. 210 
   Email: tbete@smdcd.org

Make a gift
We depend on donors, like you, to  
support our mission and help us  
continue to achieve the type of  
success stories featured in this  
issue of Progress Report. St. Mary  
Development Corporation is a  
501(c)(3) non-profit organization,  
so your charitable donation is tax  
deductible to the extent allowed  
by law.

Please make checks payable to:
St. Mary Development Corporation 
Attn: Tim Bete 
2160 E. Fifth Street 
Dayton, OH 45403

Make an online donation  
at: www.StMaryDevelopment.org

Your donation helps seniors  
living right here, in our 
community.  Thanks for being  
part of our ministry!
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Resident needed 
help getting  
to dialysis 
appointments
29% of our 800 senior residents  
are frail or at-risk. 

Transportation, including trips to 
dialysis and for other health-related 
issues, is one of the greatest needs 
expressed by our seniors. Twenty-four 
percent of residents say they need 
transportation to and from activities 
and appointments.

Before she moved to her St. Mary 
apartment home, someone had  
attempted to mug Gary Ann while 
she was out walking. She was able  
to fend him off using the cane she 
uses because of her blindness.  
Now on the Hoover Campus,  
Gary Ann feels secure. She regularly 
attends educational meetings and 
craft classes.

“I feel at home and safe,” she says.

As soon as Gary Ann moved into her 
cottage home, she met Bianca Grady, 
her St. Mary Service Coordinator. 
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needs and began to connect her to 
the most critical services. Those 
included Medicaid, food stamps and 
health services including a monthly 
visit from a nurse. Bianca also set up 
Gary Ann with services from Good 
Will, such as the Radio Reading 
Service broadcasts that provide  
daily readings of local newspapers 
and magazines.

“God provided for me,” Gary Ann 
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Gary Ann is legally  
blind and uses a device  
that beeps when the  
container she is filling  
is near full. The device  
is part of  several  
services Gary Ann was 
connected to through 
St. Mary’s Resident  
Services program.

Your gifts improve their lives!
Recent survey shows that donations significantly impact the 
lives of poor seniors.

Each year, St. Mary conducts an extensive survey of our senior  
residents. The survey covers everything from their quality of life to 
their biggest needs to the services residents most often use.

One huge endorsement of our Service Coordination program is that 
residents tell us they are better off when they know their Service 
Coordinator and use her services!  

       • 78% of residents who know their Service Coordinator say  
         they have a high quality of life, while just 63% of residents   
         who do not know their Service Coordinator say the same.

       • Similarly, 78% of residents who have been connected to  
         services through our programs report a high quality of life,                  
          while only 70% of residents who have not been connected  
         to services say the same.

Overall, 74% of our residents say they have a high overall quality of 
life despite many having very low incomes. More than a third of our 
residents have annual incomes of $10,000 or less.

Senior cottages are St. Mary’s most popular housing option. The back of each 
unit (pictured) includes a small screened-in porch. Each unit also includes a 
1.5 car garage and a washer/dryer, among other amenities.
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       Resident needed help getting to dialysis appointments
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We work toward the day  
when all residents of southwest  
Ohio – especially the economically  
disadvantaged – have a decent,  
affordable place to live and  
become part of a community. 

Gary Ann is like family

It would be easy to become depressed if you lost your 
H\HVLJKW�DQG�KDG�RWKHU�VLJQLÀFDQW�KHDOWK�LVVXHV��:KHQ�
Gary Ann opened the door of her senior cottage, the  
ÀUVW�WKLQJ�VKH�GLG�ZDV�JLYH�PH�D�ELJ�KXJ��6KH�ZDV� 
HQHUJHWLF��KDSS\�DQG�ODXJKLQJ��GHVSLWH�KHU�KDUGVKLSV��
Her attitude made me feel gratitude for all the blessings 
LQ�P\�RZQ�OLIH�

Gary Ann told me she felt blessed by her cottage home 
and the professional assistance and friendship of Bianca, 
KHU�6W��0DU\�6HUYLFH�&RRUGLQDWRU��6KH�IHOW�HYHQ�PRUH�
EOHVVHG�ZKHQ�%LOO��SDUW�RI�WKH�6W��0DU\�WHDP��SXW� 
WRJHWKHU�KHU�KRVSLWDO�EHG�

,W�RIWHQ�KDSSHQV�WKDW�6W��0DU\·V�6HUYLFH�&RRUGLQDWRUV�
EHFRPH�OLNH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�WR�RXU�UHVLGHQWV��$QG�LQ�
VRPH�FDVHV��WKH\�HYHQ�DUH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�

:KLOH�%LDQFD��*DU\�$QQ�DQG�,�ZHUH�FKDWWLQJ��,�OHDUQHG�
WKDW�%LDQFD·V�JUDQGPRWKHU�KDG�MXVW�PRYHG�LQWR�RQH� 
RI�6W��0DU\·V�DSDUWPHQW�KRPHV��2XU�FR�IRXQGHUV� 
�'LFN�0F%ULGH�DQG�6U��5RVH�:LOGHQKDXV��DOZD\V�VDLG�
WKHLU�VWDQGDUG�RI�TXDOLW\�ZDV�ZKHWKHU�6W��0DU\�VWDII�

ZRXOG�ZDQW�WKHLU�UHODWLYHV�WR�OLYH�LQ�RXU�KRPHV��%LDQFD�
ZDV�WKULOOHG�WKDW�KHU�JUDQGPRWKHU�ZDV�DEOH�WR�PRYH�LQWR�
/\RQV�3ODFH�,�RQ�WKH�+RRYHU�&DPSXV�ZKHUH�VKH�ZRUNV�

As always, thank you for being a part of our ministry 
WR�WKRVH�LQ�QHHG��:H�FRXOG�QRW�DFFRPSOLVK�ZKDW�ZH�GR�
ZLWKRXW�\RX��)RU�PRUH�DERXW�*DU\�$QQ��UHDG�WKH�VWRU\� 
RQ�WKH�IURQW�SDJH�RI�WKLV�LVVXH�

God bless,

Tim Bete
President
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St. Mary resident,  
Gary Ann feels blessed  
to have Bianca as her 
Service Coordinator!


