
To:	PVU	International	Risk	Management	Committee	
From:	Harrison	Gill,	PVU	Office	of	Global	Enrichment	
Date:	April	8,	2017	
Subject:	Student	Participation	in	BCA	Study	Abroad	–	Chennai,	India	Program	
	
Recommendation:	NO	GO	(pending	additional	information	from	BCA	Study	Abroad)	
	
Executive	Summary	
	
While	BCA	Study	Abroad	is	a	member	of	The	Forum	for	Education	Abroad	and	has	made	a	
commitment	to	attempt	to	implement	The	Forum’s	Standards	of	Good	Practice	(Forum	
Standards),	given	the	higher	risk	of	programs	in	India	than	a	number	of	other	programs	
elsewhere	in	popular	study	abroad	countries	as	well	as	a	number	of	questions	that	cannot	
be	answered	by	researching	the	program	from	available	materials	online,	it	is	essential	that	
the	PVU	International	Risk	Management	Committee	as	well	as	advisors	within	the	PVU	
Office	of	Global	Enrichment	tasked	with	the	College	of	Education’s	program	portfolio	obtain	
answers	to	essential	questions	before	the	BCA	Chennai	program	can	be	recommended.	As	
such,	I	recommend	a	NO	GO	until	essential	questions	can	be	answered	directly	by	BCA	in	
writing	provided	to	our	office	to	ensure	that	BCA	complies	with	both	the	Forum	Standards	
as	well	as	the	Council	for	the	Advancement	of	Standards	in	Higher	Education	Education	
Abroad	Programs	and	Services	Standards	and	Guidelines	(CAS	EAPS	Guidelines).	
Regardless	of	the	ultimate	decision	made	on	whether	PVU	students	shall	participate	in	this	
program,	it	is	important	to	recognize	that	study	in	India	has	higher	risks	than	a	number	of	
other	countries	and	that	the	internship	component	adds	additional	elements	of	uncertainty	
into	the	program.	Students	seeking	to	participate	in	the	BCA	education	internships	must	be	
advised	during	the	selection	process	about	specific	risks	that	are	more	prevalent	to	India	
(in	addition	to	all	information	students	are	generally	provided	about	health,	safety,	and	
security	during	the	advising	process).	
	
A	full	table	of	risks	is	attached	as	an	appendix	following	key	concerns	highlighted	below.	
	
Health	Risks	
	
This	program	has	very	high	health	risks.	There	are	several	medical	conditions	endemic	to	
India	that	pose	greater	risk	than	in	the	US,	however	serious	illnesses	while	possible	do	not	
affect	most	travelers.	Additionally,	the	quality	of	medical	care	is	mixed	with	some	hospitals	
being	on	par	with	US	standards	but	may	others	far	below	American	expectations.	Finally,	it	
is	unclear	if	students	with	special	needs	are	able	to	participate	or	if	internships	place	
students	at	additional	health	risk.	As	such,	PVU	must	seek	additional	information	on	a	
number	of	different	potential	health	issues:	
	

• It	is	unclear	if	this	program	can	accommodate	students	with	special	needs	and,	if	so,	
how	special	needs	can	be	accommodated.	

o In	accordance	with	CAS	EAPS	Guidelines	Part	7,	PVU	must	seek	to	prevent	
the	discrimination	of	students	on	the	basis	of	disability.	Additionally,	it	is	
important	for	advising	practices	to	know	the	abilities	required	for	students	



to	participate	in	this	program.	In	order	to	advocate	for	students	and	seek	
appropriate	accommodations,	PVU	must	understand	the	services	and	
limitations	of	this	program	with	further	information	form	BCA.	

	
• At	least	one	internship	site	(for	education	majors)	is	located	in	an	integrated	

healthcare	facility,	increasing	health	risks.	
o It	is	unclear	why	education	majors	may	be	assigned	to	intern	within	an	

integrated	healthcare	facility.	Such	an	experience	is	not	required	for	their	
major	and	exposes	them	to	additional	risks.	BCA	must	ensure	that	proper	
PPE	or	procedures	are	in	place	or	PVU	education	majors	shall	be	placed	in	
other	internship	sites	with	mitigated	health	risk.	

	
Safety	Risks	
	
This	program	has	very	high	safety	risks.	In	particular,	there	are	risks	associated	with	
water	safety	at	Chennai	beach,	transportation	safety	within	India,	and	unclear	dormitory	
safety	procedures.	Due	to	a	number	of	areas	lacking	clarity,	PVU	seeks	more	information	
regarding	a	number	of	different	safety	issues:	
	

• Road	safety	issues	are	of	critical	importance	within	India.	PVU	must	seek	clarification	
about	transportation	to	and	from	required	course	excursions.	

o The	US	State	Department	reports	that	air	travel	is	the	safest	form	of	domestic	
travel	within	India.	Road	travel	to	the	proposed	excursion	sites	is	dangerous	
not	only	because	Indian	road	standards	are	not	up	to	the	standards	of	the	US	
and	a	number	of	other	countries	(resulting	in	a	significant	number	of	
fatalities,	including	study	abroad	students	in	the	past)	but	also	because	the	
duration	of	travel	is	multiple	days	and	drivers	may	not	be	properly	rested.	
PVU	should	seek	clarification	that	BCA	subscribes	to	ASIRT	reports	as	
appropriate.	Additionally,	it	is	unclear	what	types	of	activities	students	will	
participate	on	during	the	excursions	and	if	that	will	cause	them	to	experience	
additional	risk.	

	
• PVU	must	seek	additional	information	on	fire	safety	within	the	dormitories	of	Madras	

Christian	College.	
o The	Jasmine	Jahanshahi	Fire	Safety	Foundation	recommends	every	dorm	

room	have	a	smoke	alarm	(with	carbon	monoxide	testing),	a	fire	
extinguisher,	and,	if	not	on	the	ground	level,	an	emergency	escape	window	
ladder.	

	
• PVU	shall	seek	additional	information	regarding	the	availability	and	qualifications	of	

program	staff.	
o Standard	7	of	the	Forum	Standards	and	CAS	EAPS	Guidelines	Part	4	require	

qualified	and	available	staff.	BCA	highlights	the	presence	of	a	resident	
director	on-site	with	an	MA	in	Ecology,	as	well	as	educational	program	
assessment	and	study	abroad	experience	for	the	past	ten	years.	At	the	same	



time,	the	resident	director	is	also	responsible	for	teaching	several	elective	
courses	and	there	is	no	mention	of	additional	staff	beyond	those	working	for	
Madras	Christian	College	(and	not	BCA)	in	the	dormitory.	It	is	unclear	if	
staffing	is	adequate	to	handle	emergency	situations	should	they	arise.	

	
• PVU	shall	seek	additional	information	regarding	non-academic,	conduct-related	

policies.	
o BCA’s	website	provides	information	regarding	academic	policies	and	limited	

information	on	emergency	policies,	however	there	is	no	information	on	a	
student	code	of	conduct,	which	is	essential	for	issues	that	may	arise	among	
students	or	between	students	and	program	staff.	Standard	5	of	the	Forum	
Standards	and	CAS	EAPS	Guidelines	Part	2	require	programs	to	have	a	clear	
student	code	of	conduct.	

	
Security	Risks	
	
This	program	has	very	high	security	risks.	Terrorism	resulting	in	death	is	not	
unprecedented	within	public	places	within	Chennai	and	it	is	unclear	if	BCA’s	insurance	
policy	covers	security	evacuation.	Crime,	while	less	significant	in	Chennai	than	in	other	
Indian	cities,	still	poses	a	high	risk	to	students.	As	a	result,	PVU	must	take	the	following	
next	steps:	
	

• PVU	must	seek	clarification	from	BCA	about	which	insurance	plan	students	are	offered	
to	ensure	students	have	security	evacuation	coverage;	otherwise,	it	must	require	
students	to	purchase	the	CISI	comprehensive	plan	independently.	

o Standard	8	of	the	Forum	Standards	require	that	organizations	maintain	
insurance	“at	recommended	levels.”	In	accordance	with	CAS	EAPS	Guidelines	
Part	6,	it	is	essential	for	insurance	to	include	security	evacuation	coverage.		
CISI	offers	both	a	basic	plan	without	security	evacuation	coverage	and	a	
comprehensive	plan	with	such	coverage.		

	
Conclusion	
	
At	present,	this	program	is	a	NO	GO	for	PVU	students	due	to	a	lack	of	information	relating	
to	best	practices.	Pending	satisfactory	answers	to	PVU’s	inquiries,	the	PVU	International	
Risk	Management	Committee	may	wish	to	reconsider	the	possibility	of	students	
participating	in	the	BCA	Study	Abroad	program	in	Chennai.		We	commend	BCA	on	the	fact	
that	they	are	members	of	The	Forum	on	Education	Abroad,	however	it	is	clear	that	not	all	
Standards	of	Good	Practice	are	addressed	within	their	advisor	webpage.	Until	it	is	ensured	
that	all	standards	are	followed,	we	cannot	recommend	this	program,	especially	given	the	
higher	risks	associated	with	study	in	India	when	compared	with	a	number	of	other	popular	
destinations	for	PVU	students.	
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Education Abroad Risk Assessment – BCA Chennai, India Study and Education Internship 
 Analysis 

Likelihood + 
Probability 

Policy 
Statement + Disclosure 

Response 
Practice + Implementation 

Accommodations 

Likely Likelihood 
+ Not Significant 
Consequences = 
Medium Risk  (at 
a minimum) 
 
 

“BCA students live on campus in student housing 
in air conditioned rooms that are furnished.” 
 
Campus locks students out at a certain hour for 
curfew. It is unclear what occurs if students miss 
curfew if they are able to make it back. 
 
A BCA resident director is on call, but it is 
unclear if she is based at the dormitory. 
According to Madras Christian College’s (MCC) 
housing website, local staff lives on-site.  It is 
unclear what training local on-site staff has that 
qualifies them for their positions. 
 

Students need an action plan if they are 
unable to enter the accommodations after 
curfew. PVU needs to check with BCA how 
the policy at MCC affects BCA study abroad 
students. 

Activity Hazards 

Possible 
Likelihood + 
Severe 
Consequences = 
Very High Risk 
 
 

Various overnight trips to other parts of the 
country occur – It is unclear what hazards might 
occur or how participants are transported to 
those locations. 
 
BCA is a member of the Forum on Education 
Abroad, however there is no QUIP for their 
programs. 
 

PVU must seek clarification from BCA about 
specific hazards of activities and overnight 
excursions that occur during the student’s 
time abroad. 
 
BCA policy requires all students to notify 
their resident director of any independent 
travel in advance. 

Alcohol and Drug Abuse  

Possible 
Likelihood + 
Severe 
Consequences = 
Very High Risk  
 
 

Tainted alcohol resulting in multiple deaths has 
been reported as recently as summer 2016, 
amplifying the potential dangers of alcohol 
abuse. 
 
According to various news sources, access to 
illicit drugs has become easier within the last 
five years and poses a greater risk than in the 
past. 

Students must be warned about the 
potential of alcohol tampering and must be 
advised to follow all directions from local 
authorities on alcohol restrictions if a ban 
occurs. 

http://bcastudyabroad.org/chennai-india/
https://www.mcc.edu.in/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=348&Itemid=245
https://www.mcc.edu.in/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=348&Itemid=245
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Animal Hazards 

Unlikely 
Likelihood + 
Severe 
Consequences = 
High Risk 
 
 

CDC reports rabies and Zika hazards have been 
reported in India. 

Rabies can be mitigated with a pre-exposure 
rabies vaccination, however any animal bites 
must be treated immediately afterwards. 
 
There is no vaccine available to prevent Zika, 
thus students must be able to use bug spray 
and dress appropriately to attempt to 
prevent the spread of the disease. 
 

Conflict Between 
Students or Students and 
Program Faculty/Staff 

Possible 
Likelihood + Not 
Significant/Minor 
Consequences = 
Low-Medium 
Risk 

Students are expected to buy appropriate attire 
for their internship upon arrival to avoid conflict 
over this matter. 
 
BCA has a resident director on-site but provides 
no information about additional on-site staff. It 
is not clear if Forum Standard 7 or CAS EAPS 
Guidelines Part 4 are met in regards to staff 
accessibility. 
 
Forum Standard 5 requires a program to have a 
student code of conduct. It appears that BCA has 
academic policies available online to home 
university advisors, but there is no reference to 
conduct policies or disciplinary procedures. 
 

Students must wear proper attire to their 
internship site. 
 
BCA has a resident director who should be 
expected to intervene in a situation 
between two students or between a student 
and program staff. It is unclear who 
intervenes if a conflict occurs between a 
student and the resident director as no 
other local program staff is listed online. 
PVU should seek further clarification on this 
matter. 
 

Crime and Violence 

Possible 
Likelihood + 
Moderate 
Consequences = 
High Risk 
 
 

Chennai is considered to be one of the safest 
cities within India per OSAC, however theft and 
robbery is common. 
 
 

Pre-departure and on-arrival orientations 
should cover information necessary to 
reduce risk of crime. 

Discrimination 

Likely Likelihood 
+ Not Significant 
Consequences =  
Medium Risk 
 

Women often face gender-based discrimination 
in India. 
 
India has a caste system that results in 
discrimination towards certain lower caste 
groups. 

Students must be made aware that they 
may face discrimination based on gender or 
if locals perceive them to be members of a 
social caste. While all women can face 
discrimination, it may be more likely for 
those of Indian or South Asian descent to 

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/india
https://www.osac.gov/pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=19074
http://www.redressonline.com/2014/03/gender-and-caste-discrimination-in-india/
http://www.redressonline.com/2014/03/gender-and-caste-discrimination-in-india/
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experience more problems with caste-based 
discrimination. 
 

Emergency 
Communication 

Cell services 
appear to be 
minimally 
adaquate 
 
 

Calls to 112 are now routed to police for all 
emergencies. 
 
Students are provided with contact info for the 
resident director and BCA home office. 
 

Students are required to have a phone in 
accordance with BCA policy. 

Environmental / Natural 
Hazards 

Likely Likelihood 
+ Minor 
Consequences = 
High Risk 
 
 

Chennai has had the highest proportion of 
severe AQI ratings out of all cities in India. One 
third of all days have a severe, very poor, or 
poor AQI. 
 
Due to high air pollution readings, the US 
consulate in Chennai measures AQI. 

Students should be advised on-site on daily 
AQI and precautions to take based on air 
quality. 
 
Students should be advised during the 
selection process that Chennai has severe air 
pollution and the location may be 
unhealthy, especially for students with 
certain medical conditions, such as asthma 
or allergies. The State Department also 
notes that working outside is a potential 
health hazard, thus internship work should 
primarily be conducted indoors. 
 

Field study or Laboratory 
Hazards 

Unknown Risk 
(information 
about all 
internship sites is 
not available) 
 
 

As this program requires internships and it is 
unclear where all placement sites are, it is not 
entirely clear what the risk of field studies may 
be. 
 
At least one placement site is integrated with a 
medical facility, which may lead to a risk of 
increased exposure to pathogens. 
 

Students should not be allowed to 
participate in activities that place them at 
significantly higher risk of infectious disease. 
Any activity that increases exposure to 
disease must require that students have 
access and the ability to use appropriate PPE 
or the activity must cease immediately. 

Fire Safety in 
Accommodations 

Unknown Risk 
(potentially high-
very high) can be 
reduced through 
fire standards 
 

There is no information available. PVU must request additional information 
from BCA or conduct a site visit. 
 
Students shall be provided with smoke 
detector, CO2 monitor, escape ladder, and 
fire extinguisher. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/indias-single-emergency-number-112-to-be-active-from-january-1/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/the-quality-of-air-you-breathe-in-chennai-is-worse-than-in-delhi/article7422559.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/the-quality-of-air-you-breathe-in-chennai-is-worse-than-in-delhi/article7422559.ece
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/india.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/india.html
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Food Safety and Water 
potability 

Possible 
Likelihood + 
Severe 
Consequences = 
Very High Risk 
 
 

CDC recommends only eating hot foods or 
peeled fruits. 
 
Food safety of processed food items remains a 
concern and there are many items considered 
unacceptable by the FDA. 
 

Students must be advised on food safety 
during on-arrival orientation. Any provided 
meals must meet food safety guidelines 
from the CDC (e.g. no raw salads unwashed 
or washed with unclean water). 

Kidnapping  

Possible 
Likelihood + 
Major 
Consequences = 
High Risk 
 
 

According to OSAC, kidnapping of foreigners is 
rare in Tamil Nadu state, however kidnappings 
of local women and children are known to occur 
with some regularity. 
 
In 2014, there were 1479 kidnappings in Tamil 
Nadu state, however OSAC believes that local 
police statistics underreport kidnappings. 
 

Students should be advised on areas to 
avoid and to remain with buddies during 
independent time off-campus. 

Language Difficulties 

Inability to access 
an English 
speaker may 
make other 
situations more 
difficult. The RD 
is a local that 
may capable of 
being reached in 
an emergency, 
but this cannot 
be guaranteed. 
 
 

Tamil is the local language spoken and all BCA 
students are required to take an introductory 
Conversational Tamil course. 
 
According to anecdotal evidence, up to 25% of 
Tamil Nadu residents may be fluent in English 
and an additional 25% will have a working 
knowledge of English. This means that at least 
50% of the population will not be English-
proficient. 
 

Students are required by BCA to take an 
introductory Tamil course. 
 
Students should be advised on key words 
and phrases for basic communication in a 
crisis situation and be given a pocket guide 
with English phonetic pronunciation and 
local spelling of these terms. 

Local Laws 

Unclear Impact 
 

It is unclear if any local laws have an impact on 
the operation of this program beyond that of 
another type of visit by an American to India. 
 

Students are responsible for following all 
local laws. On-arrival orientation shall advise 
students of any specific situations in Indian 
law that may impact their experience. 
Students shall be advised on visa regulations 
prior to departure. 
 

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/india
http://thediplomat.com/2015/09/india-and-food-safety/
http://thediplomat.com/2015/09/india-and-food-safety/
https://www.osac.gov/pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=19074
https://www.quora.com/How-does-the-number-of-English-speakers-in-Tamil-Nadu-compare-with-the-number-of-Hindi-speakers-in-Tamil-Nadu
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Medical/Physical Health 
Services 

Unknown Risk  
(accessibility of 
US-standard 
medical care 
unclear) 
 
 

According to the US State Department, health 
facilities in major Indian cities (probably 
including Chennai) may be up to US standards, 
however rural health care facilities as well as 
certain urban hospitals may be lacking adequate 
health care. 
 
Rh-negative blood is difficult to obtain in India, 
predominantly affecting students of European 
descent. 
 

In accordance with Forum Standard 8 and 
CAS EAPS Guidelines Part 6, students must 
have insurance that covers medical 
evacuation and repatriation of remains. BCA 
contracts with CISI for insurance to provide 
insurance that covers medical expenses, 
evacuation, death and dismemberment, and 
repatriation of remains. 
 

Mental Health Stressors 

Likely Likelihood 
+ Minor Risk = 
High Risk 
 
 

Students will be working on an internship that 
takes place in a new work environment that 
they may not be familiar with. 
 
Students are unfamiliar with the country and 
may need additional support. 
 

Students should be given ICC-related 
training about being in an Indian workplace 
prior to the start of the internship. 
 
 

Mental Health Services 

Unknown Risk 
 
 

It is unclear what mental health services are 
available in Chennai. 

PVU shall seek clarification on mental health 
availability from BCA. 
 
If services are unavailable, students self-
reporting mental health care shall be 
advised towards more appropriate programs 
that have services available. 
 

Political / Civic Instability 

Possible 
Likelihood + 
Minor 
Consequences = 
Medium Risk 
 
 

OSAC considers the local political violence risk to 
be medium. 
 
In the event of an emergency, access to police is 
limited. Tamil Nadu state has less than half the 
average ratio of police officers found worldwide. 
 

It is unclear if BCA has the CISI Basic or 
Comprehensive insurance package, thus it is 
unclear if a security evacuation is covered. 
CAS EAPS Guidelines Part 6 recommends 
security evacuation insurance. PVU OGE 
should follow up with BCA to determine if 
the level of coverage is sufficient.  
 
 

Guidance of the U.S. 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 

Possible 
Likelihood + 
Severe 

There is no elevated travel health notice in 
effect for India. 
 

Students shall attend a medical travel clinic 
prior to departure to ensure that 
vaccinations are up to date and that 

https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/india.html
https://www.culturalinsurance.com/pdf/2017-Study-Abroad-Brochure-Application.pdf
https://www.osac.gov/pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=19074
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Consequences of 
CDC-highlighted 
diseases = Very 
High Risk 

The CDC advises travelers may be exposed to 
Hepatitis A, Typhoid, Cholera, Hepatitis B, 
Malaria, Japanese Encephalitis, Zika, and Rabies. 
 
Travelers shall maintain medical surveillance of 
symptoms for up to 1 year after departure due 
to the lengthy incubation period of Malaria. 
 

students understand full medical risks from 
a medical practitioner.  
 
Students shall be advised to immediately 
seek medical care if any fever occurs within 
1 year of return, both during per-departure 
as well as any relevant re-entry 
programming or outreach. 
 

Guidance by U.S. 
Department of State 

No Travel 
Warning 
 
 

A US Consulate is present and open in Chennai. 
 
There is no travel warning for India, however 
other foreign ministries advise against travel to 
other regions of India and the Indian 
government restricts travel to certain regions 
without a permit. Travel in Tamil Nadu is 
relatively unrestricted. 
 

BCA Study Abroad group registers all 
students in SMART. 
 
Students must agree to not travel to regions 
where travel bans are in effect as such travel 
is against Indian law. 

Sexual Harassment and 
Assault 

Possible 
Likelihood + 
Major 
Consequences = 
High Risk 
 
 

Foreign women have faced harassment by 
groups of men on numerous occasions per 
OSAC. 
 
Serious sexual assault resulting in rape and 
physical assault or more serious crimes occurs 
and sexual assault is often under reported. 
 

Recommend students maintain the buddy 
system to reduce vulnerabilities. Make clear 
who students shall contact in the event of 
sexual assault in order to seek support. 

Students with Special 
Needs / Disabilities 

Chennai appears 
to be largely 
inaccessible for 
students with 
special needs. 
 
 

Using a resource recommended by MIUSA, it 
appears that no location in Chennai has been 
rated for access for persons with disabilities. 
 
As recently as 2013, it has been difficult to get 
wheelchair assistance at Chennai airport. 
 
It is unclear if Forum Standard 7 is met in 
relation to whether infrastructure can 
accommodate students of varying abilities 

Students must be advised that it is unclear if 
access for students with disabilities is 
available. Students with disabilities or 
special needs should be advised towards 
selection of an education abroad location 
where their needs are known to be able to 
be accommodated. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.osac.gov/pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=19074
http://www.axsmap.com/search/?what=Everything&where=chennai%2C+india
http://www.axsmap.com/search/?what=Everything&where=chennai%2C+india
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/a-long-wait-for-wheelchair-assistance-at-chennai-airport/article5330714.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/a-long-wait-for-wheelchair-assistance-at-chennai-airport/article5330714.ece
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Terrorism 

Possible/Likely 
Likelihood + 
Severe 
Consequences = 
Very High Risk 
 
 

OSAC considers the local terrorism risk to be 
“high” while the Indian government considers 
the risk to be a “significant threat.” 
 
The last major terrorist attack occurred in May 
2014, in a public train station in Chennai, 
resulting in 1 death and 9 serious injuries. 
 

Students must be advised changes to the 
terrorism risk as they occur and to be 
vigilant at all times, especially while utilizing 
public transportation (the most common 
site of fatal terrorist attacks). 

Transportation Safety 

Possible 
Likelihood + 
Severe 
Consequences = 
Very High Risk 
 

OSAC considers travel by road to be 
“dangerous.” Students studying abroad in India 
have died before using road transportation even 
part of other study abroad programs. Seatbelts 
are not common in vehicles, including taxis. 
 
Road infrastructure is lacking. 
 
Trains are the safest form of ground 
transportation but still have a higher number of 
accidents than in other countries. 
 
Airlines based in India are generally considered 
to be safe per OSAC. 
 

Ensure that air transportation is being used 
for long-distance excursions or course trips 
within India. 
 
Students should receive orientation 
information regarding traffic laws (or lack 
thereof) and information about pedestrian 
safety. 
 
Students shall be prohibited from renting a 
vehicle. 

Regional Diseases 

Possible 
Likelihood + 
Severe 
Consequences = 
Very High Risk 
 
 

Chennai has a moderate Malaria risk. 
 
Tamil Nadu (the state where Chennai is) has one 
of the highest rates of human cases of Japanese 
encephalitis in India. 
 
Cholera was potentially active in Chennai as 
recently as December 2016 and conditions may 
remain. 
 
According to the State Department, TB is a 
significant concern in all of India. 

Students should be required to meet with a 
travel clinician to discuss the implications of 
study abroad in Chennai and have the ability 
to obtain Malaria medication and the 
Japanese encephalitis vaccination if 
appropriate. 
 
 

 
Water Hazards 
 

Possible 
Likelihood + 
Severe 

Chennai is on the coast and between 40-50 
people drown each year at Chennai’s beaches. 
 

Students shall be advised that dangerous 
conditions at beaches have resulted in 
deaths and should be advised that it is 

https://www.osac.gov/pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=19074
https://www.osac.gov/pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=19074
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2012/12/03/study-abroad-safety/1742503/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/yellowbook/2016/infectious-diseases-related-to-travel/yellow-fever-malaria-information-by-country/india#seldyfm707
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/yellowbook/2016/infectious-diseases-related-to-travel/japanese-encephalitis#3880
https://scroll.in/pulse/824996/after-cyclone-vardah-a-diarrhoea-outbreak-in-chennai-raises-fears-of-cholera
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/india.html
http://www.thenewsminute.com/article/29-drowned-year-chennais-favourite-tourist-spots-are-amassing-steady-death-toll-46476
http://www.thenewsminute.com/article/29-drowned-year-chennais-favourite-tourist-spots-are-amassing-steady-death-toll-46476


Source: IEMG 8610: Ed. Abroad Management, Smith 
 

Consequences = 
Very High Risk 

There are no lifeguards at beaches in Chennai. 
 
 

unsafe to swim in Chennai. 

Weather Conditions 

Likely Likelihood 
+ Severe 
Consequences = 
Very High Risk 
 
 

Seasonal monsoon/cyclone risk Students shall be trained on the emergency 
plan in the event of a monsoon or cyclone 
during their on-arrival orientation and 
should be given additional information 
during pre-departure orientation.  
 

 

http://www.eyeartcollective.com/lack-of-safety-in-chennai-beaches/

