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WASHINGTON,   D.C.   (13   November   2020)   –   In   a   White   House   press   conference   concerning   an   
update   on   Operation   Warp   Speed,   Dr.    Slaoui   will   announce   that   the   first   vaccines   and   
therapeutics   may   be   approved   by   the   FDA   for   distribution   to   the   public   before   the   end   of   the   
year.   

“It   is   important   to   know   that   this   progress   has   been   achieved   without   any   political   interference”   
Dr.   Slaoui   confirms.   “It’s   not   Operation   Warp   Speed.    It’s   not   the   U.S.   government.    It   is   
independent   experts   that   assess   the   safety   and   the   efficacy   of   the   vaccines   that   are   being   tested.”   

Dr.   Slaoui,   the   head   of   Operation   Warp   Speed,   says   the   group   was   first   created   with   the   goal   of   
having   vaccines   and   therapeutics   to   combat   COVID-19   by   the   end   of   the   year   2020.   Although   
this   was   an   ambitious   goal,   the   group   believes   they   will   achieve   it.   

   
There   are   currently   six   vaccines   in   the   clinical   development   stage   with   at   least   one,   hopefully   
two,   that   will   be   approved   by   December.   The   Pfizer   vaccine   has   shown   a   90%   efficacy   rate   to   
protect   against   the   COVID-19   virus.   Dr.   Slaoui   calls   this   “thrilling   information.”   The   second   
vaccine   contender   is   by   Moderna   but   he   is   waiting   to   hear   back   on   the   results   of   the   trials.   

   
There   are   three   therapeutics   by   AstraZeneca,   Eli   Lilly,   and   Regeneron   that   are   also   in   phase   three   
clinical   trials   showing   promising   efficacy   rates.   Therapeutics   have   been   shown   to   be   an   effective   
form   of   vaccination   for   high-risk   people.   

   
Dr.   Slaoui   believes   at   least   two   of   these   therapeutics,   along   with   two   vaccines,   will   be   granted   
emergency   use   by   the   FDA   in   the   next   few   weeks   in   order   to   begin   immunizing   the   US   
population.   They   currently   plan   to   immunize   about   20   million   people   in   the   month   of   December   
and   immunizing   more   each   following   month   with   the   approval   and   manufacturing   of   even   more   
vaccines.   

   
Dr.   Slaoui   recommends   everyone   in   the   population   be   vaccinated   as   “vaccination   is   likely   to   be   
the   cornerstone   among   all   the   other   measures   that   we   have   to   take   to   help   us   really   control   this   
pandemic.”   

   
For   more   information,   visit   
whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-update-operation-warp-speed/.   
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MORTAR   BOARD   HOSTS   FIRST   TRADITIONAL   OKTOBERFEST   
SINCE   2019   

FARMVILLE,   VA,   Sept   26,   2021    —   Mortar   Board,   a   Longwood   University   honors   society   of   
service-driven   senior   students,   is   hosting   Oktoberfest   without   significant   changes   due   to   
COVID-19   concerns.   The   event   will   be   held   on   Saturday,   October   2,   2021   at   Stubbs   Lawn   and   is   
open   to   the   community.     

At   Oktoberfest,   guests   can   support   student   organizations   by   purchasing   various   items   at   booths   
and   enjoy   music   performances   by   Uncle   Jesse,   Kevin   Mac,   and   Fetty   Wap.     

“I’m   excited   to   bring   Oktoberfest   back   to   all   of   its   former   glory,”   Katrina   Cokain,   the   Mortar   
Board   Oktoberfest   Bonfire   Chair,   commented.   “As   a   senior   at   Longwood,   I   feel   like   it’s   my   duty   
to   ensure   underclassmen   know   about   our   traditions   and   experience   great   events   like   Oktoberfest   
fully.”   

Traditions   play   a   significant   role   in   maintaining   Longwood’s   tight-knit   community.   Cokain   
added,   “Part   of   the   reason   why   I   fell   in   love   with   Longwood   is   the   great   sense   of   community   that   
is   cultivated   by   our   beloved   traditions.”     

Many   of   last   year’s   events   were   held   online   due   to   COVID-19   policies   concerning   large   
gatherings,   so   Longwood   students   were   unable   to   enjoy   the   community   building   aspects   of   
Oktoberfest   traditions   like   they   had   in   years   past.   

This   year,   Mortar   Board   members   have   successfully   planned   an   in-person   Oktoberfest   without   
any   major   changes   to   the   traditional   event.   The   organization   has   high   hopes   that   Oktoberfest   
2021   will   successfully   engage   the   Longwood   community.   

About   Mortar   Board   

Mortar   Board   is   a   national   organization   that   values   leadership,   scholarship,   and   service.   
Longwood   University’s   Mortar   Board   is   the   Geist   Chapter,   with   the   German   word   geist   roughly   
translating   to   spirit   or   soul.   The   Geist   Chapter’s   unique   mission   is   to   maintain   the   spirit   of     
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Longwood.   

For   more   information,   visit    http://longwoodmortarboard.weebly.com/    or   contact   the   Mortar   
Board   Faculty   Advisor   at    sullivansm@longwood.edu .   
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