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July 1, 2015 

 

Dear Colleague, 

Over the last eighteen months, The Supply Chain Innovation Network of 
Chicago (SINC) has been championing private sector desire for 
implementation of a streamlined permitting process for OS/OW trucks 
operating in the seven county northeastern Illinois region.  

Significantly, all seven elected county executives and the City of Chicago 
have endorsed and embraced this project. Consequently, the seven county 
and Chicago highway departments in conjunction with their chief engineers 
are engaged in the process.  

Recently, the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) approved 
a $250,000 research contract for Cambridge Systematics to establish and 
evaluate a baseline assessment of the current status and approach to 
OS/OW permitting in the region.  

SINC’s current initiative is to recruit a cadre of affected companies, like 
yours, who will agree to participate on a Steering Committee that will guide 
advocacy for informed pro-business solutions to this everyday business 
problem.  

The SINC Steering Committee is being organized to provide expertise, 
advice, guidance, and financial support for this on-going project to improve 
efficiency and reduce costs for your company.  

It is imperative that the private sector‘s real-life expectations and responses 
to current and future government permitting operations are effectively 
presented, well articulated and incorporated into anticipated government 
actions.   

SINC invites your company to join this Steering Committee and help us 
advocate for private employers who must navigate a complicated and 
inefficient system, pay the fees, and sustain the risks for themselves and 
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their customers that arise from an antiquated approach to permits and 
routes. 

We have learned this is a complicated process that will take a considerable 
amount of time to implement as more than 300 governmental units are 
potentially affected by this undertaking. Among the key elements being 
pursued are: Intergovernmental Cooperation, Technology & Software, 
Fees-Financial processing, revenue sharing, ordinances, and Safety & 
Routing. SINC’s Steering Committee intends to assure industry perspective 
and input regarding these elements and other factors that may emerge. 

 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT TO YOUR COMPANY:  

1. If The Steering Committee is successful in spearheading this project to 
conclusion there will be measurable bottom line benefits derived from your 
investment in this undertaking.  

2. The goal is to resolve real life business problems that no one company 
or trade association can achieve unilaterally, or it would have already been 
done.  

3. If we are successful in achieving our objectives in the Chicago 
metropolitan region it is highly likely this process will bring about 
momentum to achieve similar gains throughout the state and in other parts 
of the country. 

THE ASK: 

Steering Committee member companies will convene periodically to help 
SINC, CMAP, and local government make sure private sector presence 
and voice is never overlooked. SINC asks for your company expertise, 
experience, time, and money. SINC asks that company owners and 
employees be available on occasion to join conference calls, attend 
meetings, appear, present or speak about the topic.  

In addition to being the primary source of guidance for SINC’s advocacy, 
member companies are expected to make annual financial contributions 
ranging from $2,000 to $5,000 to help finance the work. The level of 
financial commitment is open to self-determination with the presumption 
that your company’s experience factor with the cost of fees, fines, 
employee aggravation and lost time will help dictate how important this 
initiative is to your company’s working conditions. Thus, you will contribute 
accordingly.  
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SINC is proposing a $150,000 annual budget to support staff, operations, 
expenses, programs, meetings, travel and related activities to assure the 
success of this initiative. We anticipate it will take three years to achieve 
meaningful results.  

The Illinois Road and Transportation Builders Association has already 
agreed to fund one-third of the budget requirements--subject to annual 
reviews--and have offered to place members on the Steering Committee. 

The Illinois Trucking Association endorses the initiative. Other trade and 
industry associations are being approached for financial help and member 
engagement to serve on the SINC Steering Committee.  

 

THANK YOU: 

Thank you for your company’s consideration of this invitation. Your 
participation is paramount to developing a real solution to a region-wide 
problem with national implications. 

In order to be successful, companies like yours must join and invest to see 
the value of bringing responsive, customer friendly, business practices to 
Illinois state and local government. This is a real opportunity to bring about 
change. Private sector interest must be prepared to engage, finance, and 
advocate for a better solution and future. 
 

Please contact me if you have any questions or if I can be of further 

assistance with this matter. We hope to have your endorsement, 

cooperation, and collaboration, which we believe is critical to this initiative. I 
look forward to hearing from you in the near future. 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Doug Whitley,                                                                                            
Executive Director 
312-802-8005                                                                                             

Doug@SupplyChainChicago.com 

 

 
 


