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A 2020 Vision Australian Manifesto  

- seeing clearly a path to a better world 

 

A Message to Australia’s Politicians 

Disruptive Change is happening as we enter the Fourth 

Phase of the Industrial Revolution with new Internets. 

The Internets of Things, Energy and Transport. 

We urge Better Politics, Better Policies and Better 

Leadership, if we are to reverse Climate Change and 

benefit from a modernising world. 

 

 

Written by…                  

                                         Us 

(A small team of Global Citizens from Australia) 
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About 
Vote4Better.org is an initiative of CauseGoodThings.com, a Not-For-Profit start-up 

organization that’s non-partisan, non-religious and is setting up based on the 

principles of transparency, trust and the natural laws of ecosystems.  

Mission: to empower and enable purpose for the stakeholders that make up societies 

around the world. 

This Manifesto is   licensed on the Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0). We encourage 

derivative Manifestos where other global citizens further innovate these ideas.  
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Graves and our own Barry Jones, Phil Ruthven, Christopher Thorn, Tom Dawkins and 

Will Dayble. It is our hope that those who follow amplify and provide the leadership to 
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ecosystem we call Earth….and uses our talents to regenerate and heal a sick planet. 
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In advance, we’d like to acknowledge the politicians who as leaders of this great nation 

and remarkable planet take action and be part of the change. You have the power to 

make Australia an inspiration for the wider world to do the same and see with ‘2020 

Vision’ the world that awaits. It’s time to unite and go to work, creating the policies, 

setting the plans, inspiring and managing the processes to make it all happen.  
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A Manifesto For Australia to take the lead as we enter the 

Decade of Transformation (2020-2030) 

The decade of giant leaps in our Information, Communication, Energy 

and Mobility systems as they migrate into the hands of the Citizens on 

the ‘Commons’. 

The decade where the power of ecosystems and Think Tanking can 

avoid the planet’s sixth extinction by reversing Climate Change and 

tackling other big problems as we transition to a world of prosperity and 

purpose where we regenerate and heal the earth. 

All starting with an awakening and seeing the world of possibility – 

2020 Vision 

The Fourth Phase of the Industrial Revolution (The Ecosystems 

Revolution) is beginning with the convergence of : 

• The ‘Internet of Things’, 

• The ‘Internet of Energy’ (Renewable Solar and Wind Energy) 

• The ‘Internet of Mobility’ (Driverless Electrical Vehicle Logistics 

Platform running on the Shared Economy Internet) 

It’s the dawning of mankind’s transformation to a better world for future 

generations including the reversal of Climate Change…. 

…A time of PARADIGM shifts, requiring leadership, innovative policies, co-

operative politics and the involvement of Australia’s Citizens 

Please read the manifesto to discover: 

• The Problems and Opportunities 

• The Evidence of the impending disruption 

• An Overview of the Solutions 

• Your personal role/opportunity/choice 

• Your Action Steps 
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‘Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 

world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.’- Margaret Mead 1901-1978 
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This manifesto is an open letter to Australia’s politicians on the eve of our 

46th Federal Election…We need your leadership. 

A team is being assembled to work with the Parliament, to put Australia on the 

path to be leaders in the Ecosystems Revolution. 

This team will comprise Climate Change Innovators, Ecosystems Design 

Thinking Consultants and we hope to onboard the Strategic Advisers who 

helped the leadership teams of China, Germany and wider Europe to develop 

Australia’s 2020 Strategy . Ideally to work closely with Government should the 

winning party invite assistance. Alternatively, the project will continue 

independently with philanthropic and citizen support. 

INTRODUCTION 

This manifesto is being delivered to the candidates of both parties such a short 

time before the Australian Federal election so that you and your party have an 

opportunity to form an ‘add-on’ policy of support to lead Australia (and in fact 

the world) in the most important disruption that mankind has seen. 

A step-by-step blueprint has been developed and a sample overview is 

presented in the appendices. Ideally a close collaboration with New Zealand 

can be obtained as the first stage of rolls out: 

Project 2020 Vision – A strategic blueprint for reversing Climate Change and 

guiding the world into the disruptive decade where extractive Capitalism 

evolves to a more sustainable Capitalism based on the principles of Mother 

Nature and her symbiotic ecosystems. 

As you read and reread this manifesto and then embark on the process 

outlined to gain the understanding. We hope you’ll see the reality and urgency 

of the problem, and the path to solving the problems humanity faces….. you 

should experience the paradigm shift to make your mark on the planet and go 

down in history as part of the team that averts disaster and creates a much 

more utopian outcome. 
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Regardless of the election outcome, you will remain in an elite leadership 

group at an extremely exciting and purposeful time as a politician as we see a 

time of bipartisanship that Australia has not experienced since world war two. 

But only one party can be the lead team and your challenge is to see whether 

at such short notice you can regroup and decide how you incorporate this as a 

last minute add-on policy for Australia’s citizens when they cast their votes on 

May 18th. 

An equivalent letter is being distributed to Australian Voters and the children 

of voters. You and your inner circle supporters have an opportunity to position 

yourselves before they take this information into account when casting their 

vote. 

So what’s so important (What’s the problem/opportunity) and how do you 

prove to yourself that this is real (What’s the evidence) and What’s the 

solution and more importantly What Actions can you either take or ignore. 

In the appendices we provide a case study of a vision of what a disrupted  Food 

Ecosystem might look like after we apply the ‘Ecosystems Design Thinking’ 

methodologies to develop strategies and action plans, that in turn help us 

design the policies and develop the budgets so we can create more wealth and 

jobs for Australians. 

Once you and your political colleagues at federal, state and local government 

level see how by shifting paradigms, you’ll see how  huge efficiency gains can 

be made. There’s an opportunity to save big slabs of spending from the policies 

and budgets you’ve entered this election campaign with. 

Our hope is that with your help we can shift the mindsets and paradigms to 

create an Australian Political system that thrives on co-operative capitalistic 

democracy.  We suspect you’ll soon find being a politician even more exciting, 

empowering and quite possibly the most purposeful jobs imaginable. 
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SECTION 1:   THE PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Overview 

The coming decade will see the converging of several big disruptive changes 

that are already taking place. They will gain exponential momentum over the 

next few years. These changes will combine to be the beginning of  a change 

to society that is even more disruptive than the changes already caused by the 

first three phases of The Industrial Revolution….a phase when society shifts 

from our current Capitalistic Economy to a Post Capitalistic Economy – still 

market driven but a contributory, non-extractive and sustainable economy 

that is in harmony with the Ecosystems of Mother Earth and Humanity. 

It’s our opportunity to benefit from the wealth that extractive Capitalism has 

created and help our sick planet heal as we work together to regenerate it and 

empower those in the developing world to improve their wellbeing. 

This change is being driven by four factors that all converge. 

1. The Economic Transformation (a shift from extractive to contributory 

Capitalism) 

2. The Political Transformation (a shift of power and input to the citizens 

– Think Tanking) 

3. The Human Transformation (a discovering of purpose) 

4. The Ecological Transformation (Regeneration – reversing climate 

change and ecological damages) 

The speed of change is being catalyzed by the fact that we are racing against 

the clock of increased pain as the weather systems of the world get more 

violent in response to the Climate Changing from increased Greenhouse gases. 
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1.The Economic Transformation 

Prior to each disruptive change it is very difficult to see and believe what is 

coming and then when it happens, our typical response is we wish we had seen 

it coming. This is how paradigms and mindsets work. They hold us prisoner to 

our past world and consequences of that paradigm. 

Our ancestors have seen that so many times, but in recent times we have seen 

whole sectors of industry put out of business because they didn’t heed the 

opportunity to pivot and change business model. They put their heads in the 

sand instead of becoming the leaders and owners of the new business model 

when as the next phase of Industrial Revolution was entered. They mistakenly 

thought they could survive in their paradigm. They believed that what worked 

in the past would serve them in the future instead of innovating and 

transforming. 

• Newspapers – Lost their business revenue to RealEsate.com.au, 

CarSales and Seek 

• Telstra – Lost their yellow pages/trading post revenue to Google and 

eBay/Gumtree 

• Kodak – Invented the digital camera but their paradigm mindset put 

them in bankruptcy 

Economic Changes do not affect just one Industry, they affect everything.  Like 

past disruptions, the Fourth Industrial Revolution - ‘The Ecosystem Revolution’ 

will create massive value and wealth through increased efficiencies. 

Some of Mankind’s biggest problems are Apathy and Close Mindedness. If we 

can shift mindsets to be open to possibilities, to then act on them, great things 

can be achieved. 

If we can vision our own future, see it with clarity,  and know we can unite and 

make it happen, then great things can be made to happen surprisingly quickly. 

While scepticism is healthy, disbelief is a very disempowering form of self 

sabotage. 
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Imagine in 1900, how the Citizens of New York City would have felt at their 

Easter Parade in horse and cart, if you told them that disruptive change was 

about to dramatically impact their world within a decade.  
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Is it so far-fetched to imagine a Driverless Electric Vehicle Logistics network 

managed by the Government and generating excise revenue to offset the 

coming collapse of Fossil Fuel, Gambling and Tobacco excise? 

A world where renewable energy is so cheap that amazing abundance is 

created. Enough wealth for all the planet to share so purpose flourishes. 

Did you know that through our extractive capitalistic system at a global level 

the combined wealth of the 7 wealthiest individuals who have benefitted from 

‘extractive capitalism’ is the same as the combined wealth of the poorest 4 

Billion? 

When inequities like that have existed in the past, there has always historically 

been a correction, unfortunately often bloody. The difference this time is that 

the wealth will be distributed for fairly through all socio-economic levels in 

Australia and the wider planet through reduced taxes and higher wages.  

We should realize that the wealth and infrastructure created by extractive 

capitalism has been an important foundation to enable a transition to 

contributory capitalism and co-operative democracy. We now just need to get 

on and let Mother Earth heal from the collateral damage created by extractive 

capitalism. 

So what causes this impending Economic Shift? 

The same three factors that have caused each of the previous three phases of 

the Industrial Revolution. The speed of change is dramatic when disruptive 

changes happen to : Information/Communications, Energy and Mobility. 

First Industrial Revolution (1760-1820): 

• Info / Communications: Automated Printing/Telegraph 

• Energy: Gas lighting/Steam Power / Water wheels 

• Mobility: Railroads and steam driven ships 
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Second Industrial Revolution (1900-1920) 

• Info / Communications: Telephone 

• Energy: Electricity and Fossil Fuels (Internal combustion engine) 

• Mobility: Fossil Fuel Transport - Cars, Trucks, Planes, Ships 

Third Industrial Revolution – Analogue to Digital (1980-2020) 

• Info / Communications: Computers, The Internet and ICT 

• Energy: Renewable Energies and Nuclear Power 

• Mobility: Digitised Transport / Logistics systems (eg Uber) 

Fourth  Industrial Revolution – Ecosystems/Networks (2020-2030) 

• Info/Communications: The Internet of things (sensors/data) 

• Energy: The Internet of Energy – Distributed network grid of 

Renewable Energy (solar/wind) 

• Mobility: The Internet of Mobility – Networks of electric driverless 

vehicles (the new uber but not just cars: bikes, trucks) and hydrogen 

powered ships and planes. 

This mobility phase can then transition to on land mobility powered by 

electrical and sea and air mobility powered by hydrogen. With limitless almost 

free energy, hydrogen can be produced by solar/wind electricity from water 

and when it burns in an engine or fuel cell it is converted back to water. 

Hypersonic planes powered by hydrogen ‘Reaction Engines A2’ have already 

been largely designed, and could make the trip from Sydney to Brussels in 

under five hours. 

During each of these economic changes Extractive Capitalism enabled the 

entrepreneurs to take commercial benefit of wealth generation as their 

rewards for being the innovation pioneers like eBay, Google, Facebook etc. as 

the innovators worked out how to financially benefit from an Internet that was 

initially created for the greater public good by university researchers. 

The same applied in the other industries such as mining where a limited few 

managed to acquire the rights to the resources of mother nature. 
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In both situations it created an economy boom that powered wealth for the 

nation and created jobs and efficiencies that many benefitted from and so it 

was seen as fair and appropriate. With a Capitalistic mindset it served us well 

and certainly was a much better model than the alternatives of communism, 

socialism and dictatorships that other parts of the world were experimenting 

with. 

It did however come at a cost as we failed to appreciate the problems 

extractive capitalism can cause to our planet with Climate Change and 

poisoning of nature with pollution. Thankfully Mother Earth has amazing 

regenerative powers and recovers when we allow her to heal. 

The next decade is our opportunity to not only reverse global warming, but to 

let the earth regenerate into a truly abundant place. With limitless almost free 

energy, the possibilities are boundless. We can turn on our desalination plants 

and water our country. We can mobilise our population (and supplement it 

with others) to build great networks of regeneration projects to turn our 

country into clean, healthy and productive landscapes. 

Landscapes of networked ecotowns where life is brought back to our rural 

areas through agriculture, ecotourism and relocated population. Taking the 

pressure off our urban hubs and putting the dream of owning your own home 

back into the reach of our children. 

It’s time to shift our paradigms and inspire, imagine, design and build a country 

based on self-regenerating ecosystems that feed our souls and act as a model 

for the rest of the world. Proven biodynamic practices like Syntropics can 

transform our country. We just need the leadership to implement. 
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2. The Political Transformation 

Capitalism went hand in hand with Democracy and triumphed over 

Communism. Interestingly China transformed into Autocratic Capitalism with 

long term planning, which has had an incredible competitive advantage over 

our short-term adversarial version of democracy.  

The Chinese leaders have taken their power and been using it for economic 

good to lay down and be early movers during the Third and Fourth Industrial 

revolutions. 

They now lead the way in laying out Digital infrastructure and Manufacturing 

capabilities. They also lead the world in other aspects of the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution. Like our Capitalist Democracy, they have taken a path of wealth 

generation and an economy driven society to position themselves for the 

coming age. They are rolling out all the Infrastructure to launch them into the 

future when hopefully they will, as demonstrated when they transitioned from 

Communism to Autocratic Capitalism, be ready to make the transition to a 

democratic Ecosystems Economy where focus on wealth generation and 

entrepreneurship transitions to a focus on freedom, purpose and happiness. 

What is clear is that their Autocratic Capitalism has made much greater 

economic progress than our Divisive Democratic Capitalism. 

While China’s strength creates fear in some, Australia is in a good position to 

foster our relationship with them in the future. Not only to exchange 

manufactured goods for high quality clean and green food (and infant 

formula), but also culturally as many of the middle class Chinese who generate 

wealth from the Third and Fourth revolutions choose to send their children to 

our Public Schools and Universities and buy Real Estate. 

We believe this should give us hope that those ties will benefit and forge our 

relationship and that the cynics view that they will cause conflict is misplaced. 

The Chinese leadership team have already made a bigger paradigm shift than 

we have here in Australia and realise we live in one world.  They developed 

their strategic plan based on advice from the same Societal Architects  we want 
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to assist Australia get on the bus. It’s our time to take the opportunity to be on 

board with China, Germany and much of Europe as the world heads into The 

Ecosystems Revolution. The bus will double back in the future, but the ride will 

be a whole lot more fun for all our politicians and citizens if we jump on now. 

Germany and China will of course, like any team playing in a global competition 

want to shine, just as we will when we accept their invitation to join the game. 

In recent times we’ve seen how democracy can result in surprising results as 

the citizen protest against the democratic system and its politicians gave us 

Brexit and Trump. This election thankfully the extremists are being rejected by 

the broader public. 

Australia now has an opportunity to transform our Democracy into a unified 

democracy that taps into the enthusiasm, energy and intellectual capital of our 

great country. A nation that has been shaped by mateship and fairness and a 

good life balance. A multicultural society that when a disaster hits, whether it 

be a tsunami that affects our neighbours or a bushfire that affects our own, we 

rally as a country. Our ANZAC pride of our courage and mateship in the face of 

adversity, our Sporting competitiveness to win and our land’s natural beauty, 

set our great nation apart as being worthy to lead the wider global into the 

Fourth Industrial Revolution – The Ecosystems Revolution 

What we need now is for our politicians to lead this transformation or we risk 

joining Germany, wider Europe and China on the bus too late and missing many 

of the early mover advantages. 

This manifesto will also be going to Australian citizens via the power of the 

Internet.  The Internet provides the transparency, accountability and unity that 

democracy requires to operate effectively. It also provides the conduit for 

great ideas and market feedback to reach our politicians so you are not forced 

to make important policy decisions lacking the right data and debate. 

Over the course of the next political term we are likely to see, regardless of 

whether the politicians choose to embrace and lead the process, a shift to 
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Citizen Think Tanking of the complex issues to help provide the inputs to 

crafting more effective and lower cost policies to achieve better outcomes. 

Climate Change is likely to be the case study of the transformation. In fact, it’s 

partly responsible for the driving of those changes. Over the coming years as 

the world awakens to the severity of Climate Change and the fact that we are 

actually running towards the cliff of the planet’s sixth extinction (yes there 

have been five previous extinctions when climate change wiped out more than 

75% of species, the most recent 66 million years ago when we lost most 

dinosaurs) 

Often out of adversity, comes choice.  It lets us decide whether it’s Game Over 

or Game On. We get to choose to wake from our apathy and unite to solve the 

problems. Just like mankind did during war times or to put man on the moon. 

Political unity, vision and empowering the citizens with purpose is an incredibly 

transformational set of energies. 

This awakening in Australia is seeding over this 46th Federal election campaign. 

It will continue to gain momentum during the winner’s first term. 

What the winners choose to do with that term is how they will be judged. 

Similarly, the losers will have an opportunity to transform into a very powerful 

and useful part of this new political ecosystem of politicians and citizens. They 

will have the opportunity to be the bipartisan voice of debate and scepticism. 

Scepticism and debate can be very beneficial to shape better solutions and 

identify potentially damaging consequences from overlooked issues. 

Of course, if after the election, both parties choose to remain in their 

paradigms of adversarial politics, they are likely to be deposed at the next 

election when a Reform Party will no doubt seize the opportunity to 

implement sustainable democracy. 

The transition this upcoming term will be gradual and needn’t overturn the 

apple cart. The core policies and budgetary plans can proceed. But over the 

next four years it will be seen that they are inefficient compared to the 

disruptive ideas and models that are implemented from the policies crafted by 
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the citizens. Due to the low cost of volunteerism, only a very small sum of 

money is needed to ideate and pilot installation of transformative 

infrastructure and ecosystems models. 

Importantly Australia takes the lead in our Global Community, we can take the 

role as the innovators and architects. Rather than spending vast amounts we 

can inspire our fellow nations to contribute to the more expensive detailed 

research and deployment phases. 

For example, the European Union has just announced a $100 Billion Innovation 

fund over six years. But our agile CRC (Co-operative Research Centre) model 

are inefficient. So, if we are smart, we can play a lead role and leverage the 

funds from other countries. 

Even when our plans are made and we are ready to implement, the costs will 

be small compared to other parts of the budget. The finance to scale up will 

largely come from the capitalistic markets and the citizens themselves rather 

than needing to be funded or incentivised from the Government’s budget. 

It’s this low-cost structure as to why this neo democratic change will take place 

anyway, whether supported and funded by the government or crowdfunded 

or philanthropically funded by the citizens. 

As a politician you have the power to help be the change.  

Of course, there will be resistance by some to hang onto the past, but those 

who show courage to support Australia being a leading nation in the Fourth 

Industrial Revolution will be the ones who are judged positively by future 

generations. Those who truly do have a motive to be in politics for effecting 

great change rather than an opportunity for fame or ego will be the ones who 

take the time at this incredibly busy part of their schedules to not only digest 

this manifesto, but to champion it with their colleagues. 

You may be one of the many who are too busy to read this at first and follow 

our process to opening your eyes to the paradigm change. But most likely 

someone you trust whether a fellow politician, family member or friend will 

give you the friendly advice that this document is a pivotal document in your 
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personal political path. You have a choice to accept the challenge or leave it to 

others. These changes are happening anyway and whether Australia is a leader 

or a follower will most likely not affect the outcome, but it just could. We don’t 

know what our timing is on Greenhouse gases wreaking havoc with our 

Climate causing more localised drought and bushfires. 

Australia with our mateship and competitiveness to win could well be just the 

force that minimises the pain if humanity does end up right at the edge of the 

abyss. 
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3. The Human Transformation 

The catalyst for the overall disruption will be thinking citizens awakening from 

their paradigms of how the world operates; who they are and what their place 

and purpose is in the new world. 

We all know that the current emptiness of life is the root cause of so many 

issues not the least of which is mental health and general well-being. 

In particular our troubled youth are dealing with the fact they don’t 

understand this fast-changing world and their place in it. Thankfully most find 

it easier to fall into the vortex of selfies and reality tv. At least that protects 

them from the alternative….feeling hopeless and not being able to find 

purpose and consequently not being able to find happiness. 

Unfortunately, this country is losing many truly great citizens to drugs or 

suicide. 

Prior to his accidental prescription drug overdose, Aussie actor Heath Ledger 

poignantly pointed out that:  

‘Everyone you meet always asks if you have a career, are married or own a 

house as if life was some kind of grocery list. But no one ever asks if you are 

happy’ 

By fast tracking Australia’s involvement in transforming the world, you as 

politicians have the power to put purpose into the lives of struggling youth 

and in fact all demographics of society including our farmers. 

Sure you may never know who specifically you have saved, but we hypothesise 

that the statistics will reward your vision. We expect that when this 

transformation takes place there will be a reduction in youth suicide and in 

fact suicide more generally. 

A big part of our Blueprint solution for Australia positioning itself to be a driving 

force in The Ecosystems Revolution, is around Mindset, Paradigms, Systems, 

Education, Empowerment and Enablement.  
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We will be providing the training and learning resources to help not only the 

politicians and public servants fast track and enhance a greater sense of 

purpose, but we have the methodologies to empower and enable purpose in 

each sector of society: 

• People (give them the tools and knowledge to find their personal path 

to true happiness) 

• Business (empower them to pivot to adapt to the changes and to 

embed purpose into their business model to drive sustainability and 

profitability 

• Causes (connect causes with supporters and resources eg. skills, 

knowledge, systems and tools) 

• Institutions 

• And other societal stakeholders in this ecosystem that is mankind 

The common thread is helping people understand that the path to maximising 

benefit during a transformation like this is to look at embedding purpose in 

existence. 

This Manifesto is designed to help you get a glimpse of what the paradigms are 

and what the impending transformation is all about. It’s designed to help you 

get a sense that some really powerful ‘purpose-related stuff’ could be around 

the corner for you personally and for the wider nation. 

Please don’t worry at this busy time about trying to understand the mechanics. 

Just get a sense of the flavour. 

We follow and will provide the gradual training of a methodology called 

‘Ecosystems Design Thinking’ which draws some of the best practices of 

Human Resources Management (or People and Culture as you probably 

already know it in new-speak), Strategic Planning and Agile Project 

Management. But most importantly it’s an evolutionary jump on the proven 

Innovation process of 5 Stage Design thinking which combines human 

psychology with project management: 
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1. Empathise (gather information including importantly the human 

impact for stakeholders) 

2. Define – Use the wisdom of the crowd to define and prioritise 

problems and opportunities 

3. Ideate – Use think tanking to innovate and model ‘outside the box’ 

ideas 

4. Prototype 

5. Test 

This process can be combined with Agile Project Management to deliver 

measurable outcomes in short periods of time at low cost. 

When you combine this with Ecosystems Design and power it with 

volunteerism, peer to peer funding, and collaborative innovation, the results 

can be astounding. 

From a cost/efficiency and speed perspective compared with more traditional 

bureaucratic linear planning and implementation models. (Refer Chapter  

‘Ecosystems Design Thinking’ to understand the concepts behind this powerful 

innovation and agile deployment model.) 

5 Loops of Ecosystems Design Thinking: 

1.UNDERSTAND and Evolve Loop 

1. Mindset (the verb) – Identify and Adjust Paradigms and Mindsets 

2. Gather – Assemble historical findings  

3. Define the current actors and existing Value and Energy exchanges and 

‘Business’ Models 

4. Draw the existing Ecosystem Map and identify perceived 

problems/opportunities 

5. Empathise – Listen, Learn and Assess existing narratives 

2.DEFINE and Hypothesise Loop 

6. Define Problems and Opportunities 

7. Redesign the Ecosystem (including add, remove and repurpose actors) 
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8. Identify new Value and Energy exchanges for actors and apply the values test: 

Truth, Fairness, Fellowship, Beneficial, Tolerance, Diversity, Empathy, 

Compassion, Sustainability, Growth, Purpose and Happiness 

9. Create awareness of Value and Energy Flows and Advantages and 

disadvantages of actors and identify repurposing opportunities 

3. IDEATE Ecosystems Model Design Loop 

10. Brainstorm different ecosystems models and explore value/energy 

exchange propositions 

11. Select models to develop further for prototyping 

12. Identify knowledge and skills gaps and set research and development 

and training plans 

4.Prototype 

4. Componentise the project and develop agile project outline 

5. Set Key Performance Indicators and critical Success factors 

6. Take action, execute, review, adapt and evolve 

5.Test 

15. Launch in phases and measure against KPIs and success factors 

16. Refine and Continuously evolve 

After the election, the parliament will have an opportunity to invite a team of 

management consultants and advisers to outline the processes and strategies. 

We will then work with Government (and the wider Parliament) to develop 

and implementation plan and budget. Then if and when the value is seen and 

the Government agrees to proceed in stages, the upskilling and expansion of 

the process can be activated.  

In parallel to working with the Australian Government, discussions with New 

Zealand and European politicians will be progressed. 
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Work and Jobs: Big changes are coming 

When major disruptions arrive, there are dramatic changes to the job market. 

As Phil Ruthven put it: “Work is significant in our lives, in more ways than one. 

It provides the means by which we survive and hopefully thrive. Indeed, it often 

helps us to provide for others – not only those close to us, but society in general. 

It contributes to our self-respect, pride and satisfaction; and it often provides 

us with a network of friends and a social life. Work gives us a future – money 

and otherwise.” 

“Back in history, the notion of an ‘employee’ didn’t exist. Small tribes simply 

shared the necessary tasks to survive, travel and entertain themselves’. “ 

As we move into the future, we have seen the rise of contractualism, 

freelancing and entrepreneurialism. 

We don’t need to fear the future. As with all past dramatic advances with past 

revolutions, some jobs disappear but new ones arrive. The Ecosystems 

Revolution gives enormous opportunity for people to craft their own futures 

and lead lives where they earn money from ‘work with purpose’ whether 

working for a purpose driven company as an employee or are self-employed. 

But for many there will be worry – fear of the future. Your job as a politician is 

to help set the environment to assist them transition into the new age. 

We have a big problem in Australia with us living in an age of entitlement. We 

need to move to an age of enlightenment. Many second and third generation 

Australians enjoy the wealth that their hard working migrants created. But that 

hunger for hard work for creating a better future for subsequent generations 

can be lost if entitlement takes over. 

The change management process needs leadership, resources and plans so 

that people, businesses and the other organizations that make up the fabric of 

our society have an opportunity to manage the transition. 
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A big part of this is helping people feel supported and empowered to find their 

purpose and to discover their shift of Mindset from Entitlement to 

Enlightenment. 

One of the fundamental shifts we must make is from a mindset of “Me” and 

“Others” to “Us”. It is one planet we inhabit and there is fundamental good in 

all of us. We each just need the inspiration to let it shine and not be clouded 

by flaws such as thirst for power, self or greed. Self interest is a powerful force 

and needs to be fostered but with an ‘ecosystems’ mindset. 

It’s a four step process: 

1. Enable people to have clear 2020 Vision as to what the world is moving 

towards as we hit 2020 

2. Empower them to make the mindset shift to operating Ecosystems 

Principles 

3. Provide the support, education and training so they have the skills to 

make good decisions as to what to do with their lives or businesses 

4. Empower and enable them to take control of their lives and turn those 

decisions into actions, rather than continue with an Entitlement  

Mindset 

If people have purpose, the negative consequences of worry (fear of the 

future) and self-sabotage are less likely to occur. 

Ecosystems Design Thinking can be applied to life just as well to redesigning 

complex infrastructure Ecosystems like redesigning Australia’s Food Supply 

Chain. 
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The Ecological Transformation 

When there has been a fundamental shift in mindset and the ‘laws of nature 

and ecosystems’ are fully understood, then Australia and the wider world can 

transform to a thriving ecosystem. 

The core aspects of Ecosystems are: 

• Individual Stakeholder self-benefit 

• Synergistic Co-existence 

• Co-operative Energy Flows 

• Sustainability and Regenerative Practices 

• Evolution – adaptation, improvement and growth (not necessarily in 

size) 

• Trust, Truth and Transparency 

• Tolerance and Diversity 

• Contributory not Extractive 

Ecosystems do involve competition and some participants eating up others to 

absorb their energy for their own growth. However, in nature this is normally 

done in harmony with the environment and no single species takes more than 

it needs. You don’t find competition happening to plunder and devour for 

personal gain. 

Types of Ecosystems (not exhaustive list) 

• Land Ecosystems 

• Aquatic Ecosystems 

• Innovation Ecosystems 

• Infrastructure Ecosystems 

• Human Ecosystems 

Land Ecosystems 

Terrestrial ecosystems as a concept are well understood. From Forests and 

Grasslands to Agricultural crop ecosystems with their biomes of flora, fauna 

and other species. 
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Aquatic Ecosystems 

Marine (sea) and Fresh Water ecosystems account for the majority of our 

world with seas being 71% of the earth’s surface. A huge natural resource 

which beyond fishing and pollution, mankind has not had much interaction. 

Innovation Systems 

With the rise of the digital age, we have seen Co-operative Research Centres 

(CRCs), Co-working spaces, Startup Ecosystems, Social Enterprise ecosystems 

strengthen. These Innovation Ecosystems tend to thrive because they adhere 

to the principles of ecosystems. 

Societal Infrastructure Ecosytems 

The infrastructures that power our society are types of early stage ecosystems. 

Over the coming decade they will transform into ecosystems fully in alignment 

with Ecosystems principles whether they are Communication, Information, 

Energy, Transport, Civic, Food, Education, Healthcare or Recreation 

Human Ecosystems 

You can also think of ecosystems at a much smaller level. Our community,  our 

tribes (groups we identify with), our family, our friendship circles, our 

colleagues and even our body with the ecosystem of microorganisms in our 

gut that impact our wellbeing. 

 

WHY MUST THIS CHANGE HAPPEN NOW? 

There are two things at work here in our wider world that drive for ’The 

Ecosystems Revolution’ to happen swiftly over the next decade. 

1. The Economic Benefits of applying existing proven technologies to 

making the changes. Capitalistic Return on Investment/Effort 

2. The impending catastrophic disaster that is Climate Change 
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Climate Change is very real, and even though most of the readers will take that 

as a known, it is worth discussing as it’s a key factor in driving the change and 

it’s an issue of deep concern for many Australians. 

Generally speaking change will NOT happen if : 

1. Issues are perceived to be too complex to solve 

2. Offered solutions are not yet proven 

3. People are apathetic and don’t care about the issues 

4. People feel unempowered because they know the solutions being 

offered, whilst they might help won’t actually make the slightest 

difference to the end outcome 

5. It’s difficult for them to mobilise and join with other likeminded 

changemakers 

6. It is against their self-interest (eg. it will cost them money) 

7. It is in the interest of powerful self-interested parties for change not 

to happen 

If you are missing just one of those, change is difficult. 

Yes, there are some powerful self-interested parties who will lose out from this 

Fourth Industrial Revolution. But even many of those are likely to see the 

greater common good outweighing their self-interest. It will be interesting to 

see the reaction of the Fossil Fuel Industry that is faced with having Trillions of 

assets that they are currently trying to work out how they best repurpose so 

they salvage some value. 

Similarly, Uber (and their shareholders) and other businesses that have 

created their wealth from extractive Capitalistic use of resources and systems 

that were actually not theirs in the first place. They were ours, Mother Earth’s, 

whether it be fossil fuel, iron ore or The Internet. Each of these really do belong 

on ‘The Commons’. That’s where our forefathers used the term 

Commonwealth. They realised that public wealth should be Commonwealth to 

benefit all of the citizens not the few smart entrepreneurs who work out a 

system to capitalise. 
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Again….it’s important to understand that this was how our extractive Capitalist 

system was set up. People were encouraged to legally exploit Common assets. 

Without this incentive, the planet would not be where it is at. We have needed 

to incentivise entrepreneurs to take the risks. But now as we enter ‘The 

Ecosystems Revolution’ these rewards for creating value do not need to be so 

skewed and can be better distributed to the masses thanks to Blockchain 

technologies. 

This wealth can be returned as reduced taxes and improved wages to provide 

the fuel to build even stronger economies and happier communities. 

Because of the Internet, Trust and Transparency, those powerful self-

interested groups are being disempowered. Sure, we have seen how fear and 

misinformation can lead to interesting results at the ballot boxes in the UK and 

USA. But that is only short term. Item 7 – self interested powerful people will 

not stop the impending change. 

So, let’s review the remaining six. 

1. Issues are perceived to be too complex to solve 

2. Offered solutions are not yet proven 

3. People are apathetic and don’t care about the issues 

4. People feel disempowered because they know the solutions being 

offered, whilst they might help won’t actually make the slightest 

difference to the end outcome 

5. It’s difficult for them to mobilise and join with other likeminded 

changemakers 

6. It is against their self-interest (eg. it will cost them money) 

Before you started reading this Manifesto you would probably have thought 

that all six apply. So, it’s no wonder there is no visible change yet. 

This Federal Election in Australia has the potential to change all that.  Now the 

change won’t happen overnight. (Although it wouldn’t be a bad idea to be 

planning our Change Management strategy to cope with it just in case it does. 
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Gradually as people awaken and discover they have 2020 Vision, then very 

quickly all six reasons disappear and change takes place. 

1. If the issues are simplified and logical step-by-step blueprints are 

issues, then it no longer seems so complex and the plans are 

meaningful 

2. In fact, the only reason people have a view that the solutions are 

unproven is because they don’t understand. (refer to next chapter The 

Evidence) 

3. If they gain understanding and have purpose, they lose their apathy 

4. Meaningful and Logical solutions dissolve disempowerment 

5. Our Social Networks enable very quick mobilisation. The very first draft 

of this manifesto was still being written 13 days ahead of the election 

(not reviewed nor formatted nor published, written) 

6. The Ecosystems Revolution is in everyone’s best interest as it leads to 

a better, more civil society of abundance and it just so happens it’s the 

same path to avoid cataclysmic Climate Change problems causing the 

Sixth Mass Extinction 
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SECTION 2: THE EVIDENCE 

The problem with Big Idea thinking, is our brains are not wired for accepting 

and believing things that are outside our paradigms 

As Albert Einstein said: “We cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we 

used when we created them.” 

Let’s first look at the facts about the Climate Change issue.  

Then let’s look at the facts about the Economics and discover what is being 

achieved right now as the architects of The Ecosystems Revolution work with 

the leaders of countries such as Germany and China and the Global Captains 

of industries such as Energy, Transport & Logistics, Insurance implementing it. 

The Evidence: Global Warming is real. So is the possibility to reverse it. 

There are several videos on our Vote4Better.org website that hopefully will 

clarify things for you. Many people have tried to clarify but it is so complex and 

scientific and there is so much misinformation that it’s easy to be sceptical as 

to whether it’s not real and believe it’s not solvable anyway. 

So let’s work through a simple 3 step process to hopefully help you 

1. What is it and why if the world is warming is it still cold at times? Isn’t 

it just a natural climate change cycle? 

2. How can it be reversed? 

3. If this is known why aren’t we acting on it? 

 

1.What is Climate Change?  

Couldn’t the fact that it’s hotter just be a natural climate cycle? 

Climate is the system of our weather. It is caused by the fact earth is a 

“hydrosphere’. A water planet. As the sun hits our planet, water evaporates 

and then later comes back to earth as rain. Some of the water is on land as 

fresh water, some has soaked the salts out of the land and made its way to our 

seas. Wind, Clouds, Rain, Ocean Currents are all part of this water cycle. 
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But our Earth also has different geological (rock) and ecological (life) forms on 

its surface. We have mountains, ice caps, deserts and forests. These affect how 

the water cycles. Also how our sun rotates and tilts affects climate. So 

Tasmania has colder temperatures and colder climate, because its closer to the 

south pole. Cairns is tropical because its closer to the equator. 

Within localities though there are Microclimates. Depending on where you are 

compared to mountains or forests or the sea, the climate will be different. 

Even buildings and roads can affect microclimates as they affect the air 

currents. 

Climate is complex. But so very worth exploring further, as it’s a big key to our 

existence on this planet and we have a lot more to learn about how it works 

and how we might be able to assist it make a more productive planet for us. 

As you know our Earth has an atmosphere. Millions of years ago it was a very 

different atmosphere, and as life evolved the life itself changed the 

composition dramatically and made it more friendly for other life forms. So 

now it has Oxygen(21%) and Nitrogen(78%) and a whole host of other gases 

such as argon (0.9%), carbon dioxide (0.04% = 400 ppm) and small amounts of 

other gases like methane, hydrogen, helium, ozone, and even man made ones 

like the CFCs we banned that were destroying the ozone layer. 

The ‘Greenhouse Gases’ are the ones that act as Earth’s blanket keeping us so 

we are at that optimal temperature. This gas layer traps in heat like a blanket 

so we don’t get too cold. It also reflects the sun so we don’t get too hot. 

Carbon Dioxide is the most prevalent, but there are much more powerful ones 

like Methane (this is what we get when plants rot without oxygen. The same 

gas that people and cows fart). Even more powerful (4000x) are the HFC 

refrigerant gases we use to power our air conditioners and fridges. 

Recently scientists have taken ice cores in the Arctic and measured the 

historical levels of Carbon Dioxide for the past 400,000 years (it didn’t go back 

the 66 millions to the time of the dinosaurs when our 5th Species extinction 

took place. That’s right there have been six events in the world’s history when 
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there was drastic climate change and more than 75% of species became 

extinct. We are running towards the cliff to create the sixth extinction.) 

 

As you can see above from this picture taken from the NASA website (by the 

way if you don’t have time to understand the issue, do you think 

http://climate.nasa.goc/evidence) would still be published if it wasn’t a fact. 

Don’t you think that if the self-interested parties could query the science to 

disprove or shed doubt on what the climate scientists are saying , they would?  

Instead they just run campaigns of confusion to try prolong how long we stay 

in a destructive fossil fuel era. 

So, when the average temperature of the earth rises above it’s steady  level. 

(As it has since  we really started to ramp up  fossil fuel emissions in the  1900s. 

According to NASA  since it was recorded it has gone up 0.8C. It’s currently 14C. 

Most of this has been since 1975 and it’s going up 0.2 C every ten years. 

It seems ridiculous that such a small fluctuation could make Mother Earth so 

sick. Even our bodies have to go up a few degrees for us to be really sick. 

That slight change makes massive differences in how much water evaporates 

from our seas, how our currents change. The warming of the seas has been 

proven to be one of the main culprits for killing off much of the Great Barrier 

Reef and the Kelp forests off the Tasmanian coast that absorb vast amounts of 

Carbon Dioxide. 

http://climate.nasa.goc/evidence
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The levels of Carbon dioxide do vary naturally over very long cycle. In fact, we 

should be on a downwards cycle now. But instead we are into total 

unchartered territories as we surge upwards. 

All we know is that with each previous extinction the levels were outside the 

band of 150 to 300. 

We are destined to see more pain over the coming decade even if levels stop 

getting higher. That means a spiralling situation, more water evaporated from 

our oceans, more ice caps melting which shifts the salt balances in the oceans 

which in turn affect the currents. 

The Result; the climate just gets wilder and wilder. More droughts, More 

Hurricanes, More Big Freezes and More Bushfires. 

The levels of Carbon Dioxide are also the key part of other cycle that Earth has 

that’s important to life is the Carbon Cycle. Carbon is the building block of all 

life. 

It either spends time: 

• On earth as a form of carbon (mainly in living cells but also dead ones 

like coal and oil that came from dead trees and other life) 

• Or in the air as gases like Carbon Dioxide or Methane 

Our Plants take the carbon in the air and bring it back to earth within their 

living cells. That’s what happens during photosynthesis. 

So normally nature keeps a good balance for both our Water and Carbon 

cycles, and if they get out of balance, she tries bring them back into sustainable 

levels. But if it gets too difficult for the ecosystems to do this work, then an 

extinction is what happens. 

Just like with cancers. The tumours need to be killed off so that the rest of the 

body can survive. For mankind that means we either need to fix the problem 

caused ourselves, and quickly at that, or the cancer treatment of extinction 

begins to protect the planet in the long term. This involves getting rid of the 

culprit so Earth can slowly regenerate again. Our Planet has been trying to heal 



‘A 2020 Vision Australian Manifesto’ v1 140519 @ Vote4Better.org       33 
 

these past decades but it’s clearly losing the battle to get greenhouse gas levels 

down. 

 

2. Can It Be reversed? 

Yes, it can. But this knowledge has only been published in the last couple of 

years and the full extent of the research is still emerging with ‘Coming 

Attraction’ opportunities that look like promising (and surprising! For example  

feeding the world’s beef and dairy cattle a seaweed supplement so they don’t 

fart so much methane! An in the aquaculture process, simultaneously 

returning more carbon from the air to the earth.) 

A not-for-profit group in California launched Project Drawdown four years ago 

and the findings of that painstaking research are becoming available. We now 

have scientifically proven solutions. Paul Hawken and his team at Drawdown,  

recruited a team of 150 highly qualified research scientists from around the 

world, overseen by 40 multidisciplinary advisers and a further 30 Independent 

Peer Review scientists (playing the devils advocate role as skeptics) 

They have demonstrated that our move to Renewable Energy like Solar and 

Wind is definitely helping. But in all they have found 100 things we can be 

doing to reverse global warming. Many of these we are doing, just not at 

enough scale. 

The world’s task is to scale it up.  

http://drawdown.org has a list of the Top 100 solutions. 

What’s particularly cool about his model, is not just the research and its 

findings. But he achieved all this with a tiny budget. He started with a mere 

$150,000 and was able to achieve these great results, because he was able to 

inspire that whole team to do all that work as volunteers. He gave them a 

vision, helped them find meaningful purpose and off to work they went. 

Eagerly. 

http://drawdown.org/
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Interestingly as you’d expect given that Climate Change is a global problem and 

that the solutions they found, require global actions. 

Australia reducing levels IS NOT GOING TO FIX THE PROBLEM 

It is becoming clearer and clearer everyday, that we are running towards the 

edge of the cliff and the current set of policies that the Liberal Party, 

Australian Labor Party and The Greens are offering, will only send us over the 

cliff slowly.  

We need policies that will get us to stop and turnaround and get those 

Carbon Dioxide levels back into a safe zone. 

Chances are even if the world was fully on renewable energy quickly, we still 

have a problem. 

The really cool thing is that almost every one of the 100 solutions are things 

are things most Australian citizens would like to be doing anyway… 

…things like reducing food waste, empowering young women to stay at school 

longer in the developing world, reafforestation and creating businesses and 

products that contribute wealth and prosperity rather than rely on funding as 

a cost! 

In implementing the plans laid out in this Manifesto many of these top 100 

solutions can be significantly impacted by Australian Government taking action 

after this election. 

Our children need a solution now.  Chances are they will DIRECTLY experience 

the apocalypse effects if climate continues on its path to the sixth extinction.  

The apocalypse will not be sudden. It will be a little like a frog boiling to death 

in the slowly heated pot. We don’t really notice what’s happening in our 

environment. We don’t attribute events like more droughts and farmer 

suicides, more deaths from bushfires and floods to Climate Change. Before we  

start to see rising waters cause people to lose their homes and land to the sea, 

we will see much earlier impacts. The most worrying will be more natural 

disasters and food shortages in developing countries.  
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As life gets even harder for these under resourced global citizens in developing 

or disadvantaged nations, it’s likely that some will turn their anger on the 

developed world for the deaths our Extractive Capitalism has caused their 

children…..it’s pretty easy to see how terrorism, revolution and even war could 

be a consequence of Climate Change. 

In an era of terrorism and nuclear weapons we can’t take a view that food 

shortages aren’t such a big problem for us just because we have enough food 

on our tables. We live in one very connected planet. 

Surely it’s a better plan to create an abundant world and disempower the 

terrorists and tyrants? All that needs to happen is the next Parliament take 

action to inspire the wider world. 

3. So why aren’t we acting already? 

Its pretty simple. It’s those 7 things from apathy of the general public to vested 

interest groups manipulating the politics. Not really good enough is it? Our 

children deserve better. They deserve us to overcome our apathy and take 

action. 

Thankfully we now have the Internet and change can happen so much faster 

than in the past.  

That’s the thing about future gazing. When you analyse what’s going on, it’s 

not that difficult to see what lies ahead. It gives us the data we need to make 

better decisions. But it’s no use if it falls on deaf ears like it did when Barry 

Jones was ridiculed for his drawings of an Internet Network that could be the 

basis for Australia to lead the world as a Knowledge Nation. Instead the 

‘Noodle Nation’ jibes came. Just because he was ahead of his time and our 

politics system is seriously lacking. 

Do we really want to repeat history again and not take a leadership role in the 

Global Community?   
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Evidence: The Fourth Industrial Revolution 

Prediction of future trends is always fraught with scepticism and the possibility 

of other unexpected events affecting outcomes. So there are no guarantees. 

There is however substantial evidence that the converging of the Internet Of 

Things, The Internet of Energy and The Internet of Mobility will create 

substantial disruption imminently. 

We don’t know whether we will implement the solutions quickly or slowly. 

We also don’t know exactly how long we have before Climate Change will start 

causing really serious things to happen in the world.  

We don’t know whether the energy of the sun will increase and decrease. We 

don’t know how big the impact will be of the recent loss of the great Kelp 

forests like those off the Tasmanian coast through the slight increases in the 

ocean temperatures, that used to absorb (sequester) huge quantities of 

carbon dioxide. 

We don’t know what the impact of the melting fresh water of the poles that 

affects the localised salinity balances of the seas, that in turn creates the 

Thermohaline Circulation effect that gives the world our currents, which in 

turn hugely impact the stability of the Climate system. 

BUT 

We do know…Climate Change is real. 

We do know that even the most sceptical of you, if given a one hour debate 

with the Climate scientists will change even the views of the most extreme of 

the Parliament (assuming there is a will for our children’s sake to put ego and 

deeply held convictions aside and listen). 

We do know we are running towards the edge of the abyss with our blindfolds 

on. 
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We do know that extractive Capitalism and our divisive Democracy have 

caused the problem. 

We also know that extractive Capitalism has given us the wealth and tools to 

solve the problems 

We do know that Climate Change is reversible 

We do know that Mother Earth will heal herself, even if that means resorting 

to solutions used five times before - causing mass extinction (more than 75% 

of species killed off). 

We do know we can speed things up by actively putting into place solutions to 

stop how much greenhouse gases we pump into the atmosphere 

And even more importantly we know that that regenerative solutions can 

impact dramatically on the outcomes 

We do know that there is a huge combined intellect amongst the candidates 

asking us to vote for them May 18th 

We do know there’s a far greater combined intellect and passion amongst the 

citizens of our country….and even greater intellect amongst the citizens of the 

world to find the answers 

And even beyond that the combined intellect and wisdom of all of people who 

have ever lived on this planet. 

We do know that there’s a handful of committed individuals who have 

dedicated their lives to unlock the solutions. Some have been working directly 

with the leaders of China, Germany and the global captains of the major 

industries of the world: The World Bank, The Insurance industry, The Energy 

Industry, The Automotive Industry to name a few so that they can mobilise and 

start working on the solutions that they can affect. 

We do know that they are achieving results and if you let us bring the team 

together and present to Parliament, you’ll be astounded at what is already 

happening. 
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We do know that while the authors of this book don’t have all the answers, but 

we do have a damn good model that’s based on the solutions that have been 

staring us in the face.  

We need to mimic Nature.  

We need to harness the power of the principles of Ecosystems, where the 

diversity and energy flows work to not only create sustainability, but speed up 

regenerative healing for all inhabitants of the ecosystem. 

We need to stop the bickering and squabbling in parliament and the use of 

that intellect of our politicians for ‘smart debate’. 

We need to unite as a country and honour our forefathers. Honour the ANZAC 

spirit of citizens who were prepared to lose their lives for our generations. 

We need to WAKE UP and take action. 

We need the leadership and courage of our Politicians to listen to the voice of 

those children who are taking to the streets and striking to grab your attention, 

but not in a militant way…just a passioned plea to be listened to as they know 

its their future not yours that will be most affected. 

It won’t cost much money, it won’t take much of your time. 

The team’s assembled. 

You simply need to help us get to work on putting the processes in place and 

working with you to inspire Australia’s citizens to get behind us all so that we 

can start implementing solutions and inspiring the rest of the planet. 

The alternative is we keep the blindfolds on and continue running towards the 

abyss. 

The policies of all three major parties WILL NOT stop us running, chances are 

they won’t even slow us down. 

That’s why we’ve been up since 2am most mornings since Easter Sunday when 

the concepts for Vote4Better and this book came together…so that you 

politicians and our citizens have in front of you this Manifesto… so you have 
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the information you need to make the decisions that cause us to stop and don’t 

take humanity along the path we are on, to the sixth extinction. 

If you’ve seen the movie “the Martian’ with Matt Damon as Mark Watney, the 

Martian lost in space who was left for dead. The solution to coming home, was 

to decide it was Game On, not Game over. It was time to solve one problem 

that lead to another top solve and by following that path of science, of solving 

problems one after the other. He made it back to pass on that wise advice. 

That’s all you need to do ….”Do the Math!” (let’s make that Maths hey?) 

We don’t know how long we have to solve the problems, but we do know we 

can. 

So let’s unite and starting working on solutions….solutions of regeneration. 
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Section 3: AN OVERVIEW OF THE SOLUTIONS 

1. Assemble the Team 

Invite the experts who are willing to help. But you need to realise that they 

only have time to work with the people who want the solutions, not just 

need them 

2. Inspire the Team 

We will then work with you to craft the communications to inspire the 

various stakeholders within Australia and the world to provide the energy 

and support to fast track outcomes as cost effectively as possible 

3. Mindsets and Paradigms – Global Citizens in a disruption era 

As Einstein said: “We cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we 

used when we created them.” 

If you are willing to show the leadership and invite assistance, then we will 

teach you the fundamental first stage, without which efficiency levels 

plummet, with which powerful creative ideas and energies flow. 

We can’t stress how important this step is to getting the methodologies 

working. 

We need an Ecosystems mindset and a Global Citizen Paradigm 

Firstly,  we need to understand our place in this process. We are very small 

players in the global arena. The impact our emission reductions have will be 

small, the impact our inspiration and proving the models and theories can have 

is MASSIVE. 

Secondly, we need to understand and see with 2020 Vision how Ecosystems 

dynamics work. How diversity, energy flows, only extracting no more than 

what is needed from system, co-dependence, co-operation, evolution, 

adaptation. 
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We need to understand that this is ONE WORLD.  

From a paradigm standpoint we need to start thinking of Australia and New 

Zealand within a global economy as being like Tasmania in Australia. 

Yes the issues we are trying to solve are issues for State Government and Local 

Government too, just like they are for the yet to exist Global Government. 

To help put it in perspective, Australia /New Zealand is even smaller that Tassie 

on the Australian map. It’s that small circle bottom left (AU). 
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And while we Australians are putting out more than twice the carbon 

emissions of the Chinese and almost twice the Germans, we still don’t have a 

big global impact. But as leaders we should be trying to follow Germanies lead 

who are 90% of 1960 levels, where we are 190%! 

  
 

Ecosystems Mindset 

We are developing training materials to help entrench each of us with 

Ecosystem values, principles and thinking. 

Asa mentioned earlier in this Manifesto, we also have a separate Innovation 

frame work we call Ecosystems Design Thinking that is an amplification of the 

5 stages of Design Thinking 
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4. Ecosystems and Design Thinking 

We can then work with Government (at all levels and including the opposition), 

The Public Service and the Citizen Think Tanks to teach these frameworks 

which can be used to both solve complex problems and to design Ecosystem 

Platforms for Australia’s Infrastructure systems like Information, Research & 

Development, Innovation, Energy, Transport, Food etc. 

This framework enables a fusion of scientific research, creative innovation and 

effective and agile project management to provide fast and measurable 

outcomes at low cost 

This framework is in its infancy and we will focus on working with the Think 

Tanks to continuously adapt and evolve it into a powerful toolset that can be 

used globally and by future generations. 

5. Architecting and Engineering Frameworks 

We then will assemble teams of Consultants, Citizens, Politicians and Public 

Administrators at federal, state and local level to refine our base architecture 

and start design the Information and Project Management tools to build the 

frameworks that will design the outcomes. 

6. Building the Information and Project Management Tools 

We can then get to work on building out the tools we need to craft the 

Infrastructure Ecosystems that will create the disruptive outcomes 

7. Mapping the Ecosystems 

Nest stage is to Map the key existing Infrastructure systems and identify the 

‘actors’ (the stakeholders and others) who will be participants in the new 

Ecosystems we craft 

8. Researching the Past, Interviewing the Present 

Next stage is to assimilate the existing knowledge in the key target areas and 

identifying knowledge gaps. A key part of this process is to interview and 
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empathise with the current actors so we have a good perspective on the issues 

at hand, the value creation and energy exchange flows between the actors.  

9. Engineering the Solutions 

From this we can then start to complete the subsequent stages of the 

Ecosystems Design Thinking phases to define the problems, prioritise areas to 

be tackled, ‘ideate’ (creatively innovate possible solutions), shortlist and 

prioritise, prototype and test. Then as the outcomes become known we loop 

cycle the process to deliver better outcomes 

10. Infrastructure 

In rolling out Australia’s infrastructure for The Ecosystems Revolution we need 

to focus on the three aspects that underpin the greatest positive impact on 

reversing Climate Change and the wider opportunities. 

• The Internet of Things (the data gatherers that enable us to measure 

and design more efficient organizations. Enabling us to work smart and 

create more value with less financial and human resources.) 

• The Internet of Energy (our data network that connects our energy 

producers and consumers from power stations to renewable rooftop 

solar and wind energy that can now put energy into battery storage 

and the grid.) 

• The Internet of Mobility (the data network of transport and logistics) 

There are massive opportunities for Government to be involved in the build of 

these infrastructure layers. There is huge value to be created and using 

blockchain and other technologies it will be possible for the government to 

generate revenue from these networks. 

The really cool thing is, these are very thin and inexpensive layers of 

technology that will be placed upon the expensive infrastructure that already 

exists: the NBN (National Broadband Network), Road, Rail, Electricity and Gas 

Distribution. 

There are huge cost benefit opportunities that are waiting to be unleashed 
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11. The Commons and Blockchain 

The Ecosystems Revolution is partly about bringing Capitalistic value 

opportunity back onto the Commons for the greater good of all citizens. This 

does not mean socialism. We still need a capitalistic model where people and 

businesses are incentivised by self-benefit to create value. 

It’s just that with technologies like blockchain its possible to do this and do it 

in a way that protects privacy and distributes the ownership of new wealth as 

it’s created 

Processes will be put in place when building the Ecosystems to ensure they 

sustainably and fairly distribute the wealth from value created. So we can 

move from the age of extractive Capitalism and Entitlement to Enlightenment 

12. Co-Operative Research Centres 

Australia already has an excellent model of interfacing Scientific Research with 

Innovation and Commercialisation. 

For example recently the Blue Economy CRC was set up in Tasmania which has 

huge opportunities to help reverse global warming with multiple opportunities 

including setting up aquaculture commercialisation to produce kelp and 

seaweeds that regenerate the damage done by recent Climate Change, 

sequester significant amounts of carbon from the atmosphere and create 

seaweed animals feeds that if fed to beef and dairy cattle will increase yields 

of beef and milk and also reduce the animal’s inefficient  gut production of 

methane – a very powerful and very significant part of the world’s greenhouse 

gas problem. 

By establishing targeted programs within this existing framework and 

supplementing that with Research and Development funding from other 

philanthropists and other countries’ R & D and Foreign Aid budgets, we are 

confident disruptive positive outcomes will be delivered. 

Did you know that as of last month (April 2019), the European Union has $100 

Billion that will be sitting in a newly created Horizon2020 fund to be spent from 

2021 to 2017, just waiting for smart projects to come along 
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13. Building the Solutions 

We can then start to implement solutions. Solutions in however wide a range 

of areas we as a country choose to tackle. We see huge gains to be made with:  

• Climate Change 

• Innovation (Business and Social Impact) 

• Data and Information Management incl Citizen Think Tanks 

• Energy (renewables) 

• Transport and Logistics (Electric Vehicles) 

• Agriculture (incl regeneration) 

• Food (value adding and waste management) 

• Humanity (purpose, happiness, culture, change management) 

• Health and Wellbeing 

• Education 

• Population (incl Immigration)  

• Employment 

No doubt some of the solutions that the Ecosystems Design Thinking process 

will identify as low hanging fruit with high Return on Investment, will be 

solutions that exist in the existing Policies and Budgets being proposed by all 

parties as we head to the polling booths May 18th. 

But we are sure many will not. 

The processes, effort and funding required to run this proposed 2020 Vision 

Manifesto are TINY compared to the wider agenda for the next political term. 

So let’s take action and get started so we can: 

Inspire this nation, deliver Better Politics, Better Policies and a Better Future 

for our kids and future generations. 
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SECTION 4: Your personal role, opportunity and choice 

We don’t know you so can’t really tell you what your role will be in this rollout 

of Australia’s new infrastructure plan. Infrastructure that’s a low cost but very 

powerful digital layer built on top of the Internet, Electricity, Road and Rail 

infrastructure already built. 

Chances are as a politician, you chose your career because you felt a calling to 

a higher purpose. To leave a legacy for future generations that you could look 

back on in your later years, so you could exit this planet knowing you stepped 

up and lead a meaningful life of purpose. 

You understand the power of serving others. 

Unfortunately, the environment you work within of divisive politics and a 

broken democracy built on an extractive capitalist base makes it tough for you 

to live to your potential.  

You now have an opportunity to break free from that paradigm and be the 

inspiration to Australians and in turn an inspiration for the world. You now 

have an opportunity to help rebuild trust in our Democratic Capitalist system. 

It doesn’t matter which party you are serving, under the Vision 2020 

Manifesto, there is most likely full alignment with your ideals. It is possible to 

drive a strong capitalistic economy and create a fair and abundant society that 

nurtures the environment and let’s mother nature regenerate and heal. 

Hopefully your paradigm hasn’t become so entrenched and jaded to prevent 

you opening your mind and heart opening to the possibilities ahead.  

The 2020 vision is based on building a society of trust. By taking action today 

you can rebuild trust in the political system and the country’s respect for your 

vocation. You now have an opportunity to create that perfect job for yourself. 

So please do take some time out of your busy campaign to work out how you 

and your party (assuming you’re not an independent), can regroup and pitch 

to our nation to choose you at the ballot box to lead Australia into The 

Ecosystems Revolution. 
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SECTION 5:  It’s Time for Change. Your Best Next Steps 

The key to how effective ecosystems work is that they need to self organise. 

In preparing this Manifesto, that was the message we were given by the lead 

architects. We had to want to find the solution ourselves that fitted our local 

framework. 

One of the natural laws is you can only give the gift to people and explain with 

enough clarity that they want what they need. It’s only when you want 

something that you value it sufficiently when it’s given. 

So yes we have some ideas and in the appendix have given you a basic skeleton 

of our methodologies and some of the steps to consider. 

But it’s up to you to try use these last days before election day, to work out 

how your party should self-organise and how you best use the information and 

vision provided so that your party can in turn craft the best add-on policies and 

pitch to the Australian public. 

We would have liked to have had our ideas earlier and given you more notice. 

But we suspect it’s how it was meant to be. The solutions you come up with 

will very much require a team effort and how quickly, effectively, 

empathetically and unitedly you respond will probably play a significant role in 

how your team is judged. 

We hope that it’s not just the Citizens of Australia who decide to sign onto this 

manifesto and Vote4Better but that you do too. 

Thank you for your attention and Good luck!  

May the best teams win on May 18th  
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Appendix A – A possible early Stage 1 Action Framework 

Other details are provided in the Climate Crisis Blueprint appendix 

1 Objective Create Clarity, Unity and Vision (2020 Vision) 

 Actions • Engage the advisory team to work with key 
stakeholders in your party and the public service to 
establish 2020 Vision 

• Empathise (ask, listen and understand) with your 
team and develop an aligned Vision and Mission 

• Design a high level framework to guide the 
processes 

• Educate, Train and Upskill so all participants in your 
parliamentary ecosystem can switch to an 
ecosystems mindset 

• Establish Communications and Transparency 
Systems to liaise with the public 

2 Objective Define the longer term architecture of your framework 

 Actions • Break your Policies down into broad Ecosystem 
topics (eg. Innovation, Energy, Transport, 
Healthcare, Employment, Agriculture, Food) 

• Establish consultative working parties to oversee 
the creation of Ecosystems to steer the ‘Ecosystems 
Design Thinking’ process for that vertical 

3 Objective Establish an Architecture for Levels of Government 

 Actions • Collaborate with State and Local Governments to 
create a framework for integration of Australian 
Government 

• Collaborate with New Zealand to join our pilot 
programs 

• Design options for a Global Government and work 
with other countries to begin establishing 
collaboration ecosystems 

4 Objective Build the steering Ecosystems 

 Actions • Identify and engage stakeholders 

• Upskill and align the stakeholder representatives 

5 Objective Establish Humanity and Ecosystems Framework 
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 Actions • Develop a national “people and culture’ support 
framework to focus on ‘soft economic’ factors such 
as purpose and happiness 

• Establish Change Management education and 
training initiatives to assist people, businesses and 
organizations find their places as change starts to 
take place 

6 Objective Review your existing Policies against your new paradigm 

 Actions • Gather knowledge and structure  

• Define your existing policies and budgets within 
these ecosystems 

• Identify savings opportunities and put commitment 
to those expenditures on hold   

7 Objective Engage The Public and Global Political Community 

 Actions • Design and implement the Communications 
framework and update stakeholders on vision, 
proposed processes and status 

• Establish Think Tanks with Stage 1 tasks 

• Forge global alliances  

• Understand current status of other countries 

• Set up Global Steering Ecosystems 

• Set up Global Consultative processes to help design 
and develop a united Global plan 

8 Objective Develop Innovation Policies, Plans and Budgets 

 Actions • Review status of Alignment of existing Co-operative 
Research Centres (CRCs)  

• Form new Co-operative Research Centres around 
priority enabling areas. (eg Happiness and Purpose, 
Design Thinking, Climate Change) 

• Design Think solutions for more effective use of CRC 
activities and review, fund and  deploy additional 
Stage 1 initiatives 

9 Objective Collaborate with the Global Community to develop 
strategies 

 Actions • Establish plans to develop aligned high level 
architectures, policies and platforms  
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• Establish Pilot ecosystems around key 
infrastructure verticals. (People/Culture, Climate, 
Energy, Logistics, Data, Learning) 
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APPENDIX 

Food Ecosystem- 2030 a review of the past decade 

(The following solution was developed using the Ecosystems Design Thinking 

Methodology of identifying actors, mapping existing the existing networks, 

identifying value creation and energy flows and then innovating and designing 

an efficient ecosystem, rather than a network) 

Overview 

The past decade has seen a total transformation of Australia’s Food Supply and 

Value Chains. Dramatically improved productivity, significant reduction in 

Food Waste, improved Food Security and large increases in farmable land give 

us an optimistic outlook for the coming decade. 

Yes the droughts and bushfires hit hard in some regions, but thanks to smart 

thinking, climate research and the temporary relocation of farmers to less 

disaster prone areas we were able to fair so much better than the rest of the 

world who were slow to move into The Ecosystems Age. 

The shift away from mass food to artisan food and healthy eating is showing 

early signs of reducing health care costs as our shift to being a nation of 

Foodies continues. 

More people are outsourcing their meals which has reduced costs and 

supported the creation of 100,000s of new jobs as Australians choose to spend 

their entertainment dollar on quality time with friends and family with get 

togethers over quality food and drinks. 

This outsourcing sees a healthy café and restaurant culture continuing to grow, 

it’s supplemented by ‘dine in’ where people are experiencing the diversity of 

food cultures with free delivery of both hot meals and chilled ready meals. 

The Dine in Market is satisfied by Artisan Food Makers, Cafes, Restaurants and 

Dark Kitchens (the Kitchen hubs where Restaurants and Food Makers produce 

their meals in facilities where customers cannot dine in, but only receive their 
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meals by ShaareIT, the government logistics network that put Uber out of 

business. 

This shift was driven by the Electric Vehicle Network (EVN) ‘ShaareIT’– the 

government run infrastructure where citizens can put their electric bikes, cars, 

vans and trucks onto the driverless network to earn them extra income. 

The same network that allows sharing, income generation and more efficient 

utilisation of all assets whether they be owned by people (like Airbnb used to 

do) or by companies and other organizations. For many creating that 

additional revenue that saved them from going under as the disruptions took 

place. While we had seen the possibility of big change, even the most 

optimistic hadn’t foreseen those new technologies that came out of Australia’s 

strong core competency of Scientific Research.  

Who would have guessed the impact to the Health and Wellbeing sector. 

Oops, sorry for digressing, it’s just been such a buzz as to how things have 

turned out, not the least of which has been transport. 

With the cost of electric cars dropping below $10,000 and the opportunity for 

car owners to earn income, the rollout cost of Australia’s EVN came in under 

budget as the infrastructure was funded by the public. Australia became the 

first Nation to introduce a truly “Public Transit and Logistics System’. 

It was 2026 that Uber finally had to admit defeat as people chose the 

government platform as each use of the integrated logistics network helped 

feed the government budget rather than the Uber Shareholders. It was the 

same year that Logistics Excise exceeded Fossil Fuel excise and it’s forecast that 

by 2035 when fossil fuels are limited to recreational vehicles, that logistics 

excise will have fully replaced the lost revenue from Fossil Fuel, Tobacco and 

Gambling excises that all diminished as Australia’s THI (Total Happiness Index) 

improved as Australians discovered more purposeful lives. 

The past decade has also seen a rationalisation of Food Manufacturing and the 

growth of Intermediary manufacturers who partially prepare food and on-
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supply to the restaurants. (eg preparation of precooked Organic Mushroom 

mince prepared from mushrooms that are not ‘consumer/supermarket’ grade. 

With Coles, Woolworths and Aldi repositioned their businesses to online 

thanks to the speed and convenience of next generation logistics and to utilise 

their physical assets. Who would have guessed that it won’t be long now 

before the last of the petrol bowsers are removed from most of what they used 

to call petrol stations in the old days. 

Agriculture / Farming 

Agriculture is booming thanks to improved landcare, efficient supply chains 

and best practice farming practices. Our relations with China have 

strengthened partly through our increased cultural connections due to the 

diaspora of middle class Chinese who are calling Australia home, but also 

because Middle Class Chinese consumers are willing to pay the premium for 

Clean Green Australian produce and wellbeing products. 

The Organics industry has delivered on its potential both export and 

domestically. This is largely due to dramatically improved export logistics 

infrastructure and abundant ‘almost free’ free renewable energy. Even though 

we are an Island we have excellent export access to our strengthening and fast 

growing neighbours. 

A strong industry by industry, best practice support network is in place. The 

benefits are being seem of the strong support and training given to farmers in 

the early 2020s to reinvigorate Australia’s agriculture industry as to how best 

manage landcare and ecological productivity and best manage their business. 

Farming is now driven by data management, bench marking tools and training 

and development programs. 

The boom in MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) and improved 

profitability has had dramatic impact on Rural Mental Health. Farmers are 

revered again for their role as the backbone of the nation. 

This improved resilience has enabled Farmers to better deal with the high 

instances of Drought, Floods and Fire (DFF) that are still ravaging the country. 
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Despite the fact that we seem to have peaked with Greenhouse Gas levels 

thanks to the dramatic actions taken in 2020 around the world as part of 

Project 2020 Vision to get the world united tackling Global Climate Change, it 

will be another 5-10 years before we return to those levels of the 2010s. 

Thankfully regenerative agriculture and increases in acreage under farming in 

areas not so prone to DFF averted a food crisis. 

The results are looking extremely promising although it’s still early days that 

our vision of tripling the area of arable land in Australia will be achieved 

through Syntropic Farming. Syntropics is regenerative agricultural cropping 

developed in Brazil where by mimicking Mother Nature’s rainforests with 

canopy, ground cover and biosynergies, it’s possible to regenerate land and 

grow water as well as achieve high yields of fruit and vegetables. 

With 5000 pilots at various stages of development in varying locations and 

climates, its still a little early to know what the potential impact will be. But we 

are certainly a lot further progressed than where we were in 2019 with only 

20 Syntropic farms in the whole country. 

The most encouraging result of the creation of Ecovillage Hubs is how well the 

Asylum Seeker solution has worked. By granting 10 year Visas to Asylum 

Seekers and granting them land and house leases in the Ecohubs in remote 

areas. The theory of empowering meaningful self employment both tending to 

land and building their skills as virtual service providers seems to be paying 

dividends. The demand for non-refugee immigration continues to grow and is 

helping reverse the trend of the 2010s of increased growth all happening in 

the major cities. 

The wake up to the importance of Bee Pollination and Biosecurity to our 

nations Food security came just in time. Despite the doom and gloomers that 

it was inevitable that Australia’s native bee population would be wiped, and 

that our honeybee population would be devastated, we have remained as we 

were in 2020, the only country with sizeable agriculture to be free of the 

Varroa mite. Consequently, our horticulture yields due to effective pollination 

have been hitting targeted growth.  
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It was pretty cool how Bee Pollination was identified as an issue. It wasn’t even 

really on the Government agenda despite its threat to Food Security. But a 

small group of people in Rotary in Melbourne helped put it on the agenda just 

like in the 1970s a Rotarian decided they could leverage the network to end 

Polio 

Food Supply Chains 

One of the most exciting aspects of the achievements of the past decade is 

how reorganising the Food Ecosystem has dramatically reduced food waste 

and created so much extra employment. 

As food leaves the farmgate with its iOT (internet of things) tags, it travels via 

the EVN (Electrical Vehicle Network) to the big wholesale hubs like at Epping 

in Melbourne. It’s then graded and split into grades and based on the 

algorithms the farmers set it’s then split to premium fresh produce (for local 

and export markets), lower grade/value add or charitable. 

The fresh produce passes into the resale marketplaces and then the 

distribution hubs and finally the last mile delivery to its destination. 

The consumer can then click the bar codes on their delivery and see the full 

traceability from farm. They’ve already set their buying preferences that 

determine where the food comes from. For example, if they prefer organic, 

low miles or from a particular farm they can set these in their personal shopper 

app. Thanks to blockchain their privacy is protected. 

So be sitting at a computer and planning the weeks food, they can determine 

how many and which meals they want prepared by someone else. (like 

ubereats), whether they want to pre-book those deliveries or order on 

demand. They can choose recipes of meals they’d like to prepare at home and 

how many they want to feed and their personal food app does the rest 

calculating the correct portion sizes of all of the ingredients, checking the 

settings and shelf-life of products to determine the frequency of delivery to 

their home food locker with refrigerated and pantry sections.  
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Just like Uber they can drill down and see the progress of each ingredient as 

the automated logistics network drives that ingredients journey from farm to 

fork. 

The reduction in food waste and household budget savings has been 

phenomenal. Such a wealth creator. The relay cool thing is being able to see 

exactly how the household budgeting for food works. It also feeds into the 

Wellbeing apps so you can see what you’ve been putting into your body. All 

seamlessly. Of course, many of us daren’t look because we know what we will 

see. But for many combined with the other components of their wellbeing app 

it’s provided the visual management interface to make it so much easier to 

lead a healthy and ethical lifestyle. 

The Food journey history has not only created wellbeing through healthier 

eating, but its also significantly reduced the incidence of sickness from food. 

The food safety layer that ensures all food is handled correctly and for the full 

journey is within HACCP food safety guidelines for temperature. When we look 

back at how it used to be before ShaareIT, when food was being picked up hot 

and put on the backseat of an Uber drivers car, it’s no wonder the metrics on 

gastroenteritis went down. 

It’s also been nice to see Food fraud stamped out. No more adulterated honey. 

No more ‘organic meat’ that comes of a farm where animals are fed nutrient 

depleted feedstuff rather than grazing from biodynamic grass on fertile 

paddocks full of nutrients.  

The Restaurants and Café owners have also benefitted dramatically from the 

changes. In fact, the efficiency gains delivered profitability back to a struggling 

sector of the economy. 

 It also created so much new employment as Australians continued their push 

to enjoying good food locally and outsource meal preparation. 

The restaurants also got to benefit from accessing the Export markets of Asia. 

By preparing ready meals with clean and green Australian ingredients, passing 
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them through to the repack processors and then onto the exporters, their 

meals can now hit Shanghai and Singapore within days.  

With the Repack processors using the High Pressure Pasteurising technologies 

that were originally used for fruit juices, the shelf life of chilled ready meals 

gives the consumer in Asia flexibility as to when they will consume the meals 

fresh. 

Similarly hubs like Terra Madre and Apples and Sage who started as shops now 

act as aggregators of Organic and Wholefoods for supplying both local and 

export markets much like Metcash used to act as an intermediary for 

Independent grocers. 

Vegan, Lactose Intolerant, Gluten Free and Cuisines by nationality (eg 

Ethiopian) have turned into marketplaces. Many of them run by Social 

Enterprises creating social impact as well as wealth. 

The other innovation that’s assisted the profitability of restaurants and cafes 

has been the reduced purchasing costs and higher workplace efficiencies. By 

now being able to purchase part processed ingredients made from ‘less 

aesthetic’ produce such as crooked carrots along with their other supplies from 

the Food service companies.  

So a restaurant can now order vacuum packed preminced and precooked 

organic mushrooms from ‘seconds’ that have been processed by the 

Preprocessors. So all that inefficient hand cutting of vege=ables with the 

inherent OH & S risks have been eliminated. 

Apart from more effective utilisation through the data management and 

logistics systems, food waste has also been reduced through the Charity 

networks. 

Food Waste Charities 

Fareshare who started with a kitchen in Melbourne and then expanded to 

Brisbane, now have 9 hubs servicing the disadvantaged in Australia and their 

model is being social franchised throughout the world. 
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Fareshare help keep waste food out of landfill and in the process they stop it 

rotting and generating carbon dioxide and methane that cause Climate 

Change. They receive food (firsts and seconds) that either the farmers want to 

donate so that using their army of volunteers in their mega-kitchens convert 

these donated ingredients to ready meals for distribution by the networks of 

Charities at no cost to the homeless and other disadvantaged Australians. 

Not only are Fareshare creating value for the disadvantaged but their 

programs are having significant positive impact on the volunteers with the 

sense of purpose having impact on their happiness and wellbeing. The effects 

were so marked that they have a longer queue of volunteers than they can 

handle. They also have companies paying sponsorship support funds so that 

they can access the Fareshare programs of Team Building and Corporate Giving 

and Social Responsibility. 

That same Rotary club in Melbourne have taken the same approach and are 

one of the leading suppliers of Team Building and Social Responsibility 

programs with their FORaMEAL initiative. 

With the increasing devastation caused by Climate Change in our region, 

nations such as Vanuatu, Tonga and The Philippines have borne the brunt of 

what were already high levels of natural disasters in the 2010s. 

Typhoons now ravage these island nations, and with earthquakes tsunamis, 

volcanic eruptions and other non Climate related disasters adding to the mix, 

the Rotary project has been a big help in getting first response food relief to 

those affected. 

It started with just one product, but has now grown to several formulations. 

Originally it involved a team of 10 volunteers standing at folding tables as a 

human assembly line packing stand up pouches of oats, rice, lentils and vitamin 

sachets to feed a family of 5-6. These heat-sealed pouches were packed in 

cartons and then shipped to the destination nation where they were stored in 

Food vaults. When a typhoon hits, the food vaults are unlocked and local 

Rotarians then deliver the nutritious meals to those affected at no cost. The 

whole system being sponsored by Australian agribusinesses supplying the 
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ingredients and corporates, community clubs and individuals sponsoring their 

own table at packing events so they benefit from the ‘feel good factor’. 

Good Food = Good Health, Sense of belonging and Happiness 

The hidden benefit of all these changes to Australia’s Food Ecosystem apart 

from the big increase in employment at both ends – the farmers and food 

producers, has been the sense of family and community. We’ve seen a boom 

in dinner parties and family’s sitting around the table and sharing meals. The 

power of community and good food, good drinks, good company and good 

conversations has been found to have a huge impact on the GHI (Gross 

Happiness Index)…..which after all is what life is all about anyway! 
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APPENDIX F- Inspiring Quotes By Albert Einstein 

1.“Try not to become a man of success, but rather try to become a man of value.” 

2. “In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.” 

3. “A person who never made a mistake never tried anything new.” 

4.“Only a life lived for others is a life worthwhile.” 

5. “Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance you must keep moving.” 

6. “Imagination is more important than knowledge.” 

7. “Weakness of attitude becomes weakness of character.” 

8. “Great spirits have always encountered violent opposition from mediocre minds.” 

9. “It’s not that I am so smart, it’s just that I stay with problems longer.” 

10. “Insanity is doing the same thing, over and over again, but expecting different 

results.” 

11. “Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take you everywhere.” 

12. “You have to learn the rules of the game. And then you have to play better than 

anyone else.” 

13. “We cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we used when we created 

them.” 

14.  “The only source of knowledge is experience.” 

15.  “You never fail until you stop trying.” 

16. “Once we accept our limits, we go beyond them.” 

17. “A ship is always safe at the shore – but that is NOT what it is built for.” 

18. “If you want to live a happy life, tie it to a goal, not to people or things.” 

19. “Only those who attempt the absurd can achieve the impossible.” 

20. “It is better to believe than to disbelieve; in so doing you bring everything to the 

realm of possibility.” 

21. “Everybody is a genius, but if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree it will 

live it’s whole life believing it’s stupid.” 


