
“Love One Another” 

John 13:34 

 

 As we begin our Lenten journey with a focus on “Becoming One,” it is fitting that we 

begin by focusing on love.  Love is that universal commandment that all of Christ’s disciples 

can wholeheartedly agree on.  However, for disciples down through the ages, love is our 

greatest challenge.   

In Chapter 13 of John’s gospel, we find Jesus providing radical hospitality to his disciples by 

washing their feet before his final fellowship meal with them. After washing their feet, he 

goes on to explain how this act of radical love and service unites them.  He then encourages 

them to follow his example by showing radical love to one another.   

As Jesus shares the final meal with the disciples, he predicts that even those at the table with 

him will betray and deny him in the days to come.  Then Jesus lovingly concludes his fellow-

ship with them by giving them a new commandment:  “love one another.” 

Certainly, this is not a new commandment; but Jesus calls it new because he wants them and 

us to know that from this point on, this will be the test of our love for him.  Love will be the 

mark of our fellowship with Christ.  Love will be the standard by which we will become one 

with Christ and with one another.  When Jesus declares:  “As I have Loved you,” he is declar-

ing that our standard in loving one another is Christ’s love for us.  As Christ has loved us, let 

us now “love one another.” 

 

This week, we are invited to “love one another”  

by practicing the following: 

 

1. Before you leave worship today, give a hug to someone you haven’t seen in a while. 

 

2. Call and/or visit one person on the sick or shut-in list this week. 

 

3. Do one thing this week that shows radical love to a member you don’t know very well (be 

creative and remember it does not have to involve spending money).        

 

 

 
Week Two 

 

 


