
 

NCCFF Names Erv and Marcia Friesen 2022 Philanthropists of the 

Year 

The Philanthropist of the Year Award is the most personal and humbling award 

presented by the Nebraska City Community Foundation Fund (NCCFF). The 

Foundation takes great pride in selecting a person or persons whose generous 

donations of time and talent have touched hundreds, if not thousands, of lives in the 

Nebraska City community. NCCFF firmly believe that the late Erwin ‘Erv’ Friesen and 

his wife Marcia are prime examples of self-less givers, so they named them the 2022 

NCCFF Philanthropists of the Year during the Foundation’s annual meeting Nov. 10th. 

Erv, who died last July 4th, and his wife Marcia moved their family to Nebraska City in 

1979 when Erv assumed the position of principal of the Nebraska City Public High 

School. After retiring from his principal role in 2001, Erv became director of the 

Nebraska City Chamber of Commerce until 2005. He then served as Operations 

Director of the Lewis & Clark Visitor Center and was on that Board from 2015 until the 

time of his death.  

Erv was an avid supporter of NCCFF, serving on its Fund Advisory Committee from 

2009-2018. His biggest achievement during that time was his role as Chair of the 

NCCFF Endowment Campaign from 2012 to 2015. Erv lead a team of FAC members 

who worked tirelessly and enthusiastically to acquire 256 donors and increase the 

NCCFF Endowment Fund ten-fold, from $73,000 to over $800,000. “Erv’s leadership 

was a real game-changer for NCCFF The unrestricted endowment has greatly 

expanded its ability to invest in the people of Nebraska City,” said Doug Friedli, 

NCCFF co-founder and former FAC Chair. “Erv helped bring our dreams to reality.” 

 

Here are a few more of Erv’s many accomplishments:  

■ Nebraska City Council Utilities Commissioner 2004-2008 

■ River Country Economic Development Corporation, board member  

■ Twenty-two-year member and past president of the NC Rotary Club  

■ Member of the Nebraska City Utility Board and St. Mary’s CHI Hospital Board 

 

Marcia’s career includes secretarial positions in the Middle School guidance counselor 

office, The Book Clinic employee, and Arbor Lodge tour guide. She volunteered at the 

Friends of Faith thrift shop and at the CHI Hospital gift shop. She helps Keitha 

Thompson distribute meals from the Community Food Pantry and food truck as well 



as worked with the weekend backpack program. Marcia was also a long-time 

volunteer at the First Lutheran Church’s Sunday school, youth group and choir. 

 

Amid the years of fundraising, volunteering and serving on boards, Erv and Marcia 

found time to travel and to enjoy their family of four children: Lisa, Corey, Julie and 

Kristina, 11 grandchildren and five great-grands.  

Erv was a longtime member and past president of the Apple Corps Barbershop 

Chorus and Marcia still participates in the Belles-A-Peelin' Women's Barbershop 

Chorus and is a Book Bestie for EDGE.  

 

Erv and Marcia participated in dozens of Arbor Day and Applejack parades as well as 

helped plant hundreds of trees throughout Nebraska City over the years, honored with 

the Arbor Day Tree Planters Award in 2016. 

 

A part of the NCCFF Philanthropist of the Year Award is a $500 grant the winner can 

donate to a non-profit of their choice. Marcia Friesen will be donating this grant to 

EDGE of Nebraska City. 

The Nebraska City Community Foundation Fund is a local, non-profit organization 

focused on investing in the people of Nebraska City and inspiring a culture of giving 

by developing knowledge, skills, leadership and the commitment necessary for 

community engagement. Since its founding in 2000, NCCFF has invested over $6.1 

million in the people of Nebraska City. The Nebraska City Community Foundation 

Fund is an affiliated fund of the Nebraska Community Foundation. Learn more at 

www.NebraskaCityCommunityFoundation.org or www.facebook.com/NCCFF . 

 

 

 


