THE ART
OF FRAMING YOUR ARTWORK
Prints & Originals
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FINE ART

SO YOU CREATED A PIECE OF ARTWORK
OR PURCHASED IT?
WELL DONE & CONGRATULATIONS!!!
This is a really cool moment full of excitement, enjoyment,
and satisfaction. What now? Where do you go from
here?
How are you going to display this artwork in your home?
Keep it protected? How will you show it off to get the
most impact from the piece?

In this packet, I share some of my tips for displaying your
prints or original artwork. You know, just like you see in all
those awesome magazines, museums, and home
stores…and yes, you can have it the same way!

THE BASIC DO’S & DON’TS
• Use acid free, archival materials…period.
• Varnish your paintings, and even your prints, if you’re
going to be hanging them without protective glass.
o UV is very bad for artwork, especially if placed in
direct sunlight!
• Do not use a frame that you seriously don’t LOVE!

FRAMING A PRINT
Flat Canvas, Canvas Board, Watercolor Paper or Other Paper

You want to stick to “traditional” sized prints. Examples of
these would be:
• 8”x10”
• 11”x14”
• 16”x20”

• 18”x24”
• 20”x26”
• 30”x40”

This way, you can find the “ready-made” frames at a local
home or craft store.
Also, don’t forget to include the mat! This is a big deal, as
it will make your print look fantastic, legit and

professional…not to mention sophisticated and elegant all
in one.
Yes, the piece will take up a little more wall space, but it’s
worth the esthetic because it will draw your audience to
your spectacular piece of artwork you just created (or
purchased).
By the way, this is totally optional. It’s a completely personal preference. No worries if it
isn’t your thing.

MOUNTING: When the artwork is on top of the mat versus
under it.
Choosing a frame that fits with your design and home
décor is an excellent way to making artwork a natural part
of your space.
I’d
recommend
natural
wood
tones
(i.e.,
blonde/cherry/walnut) for a more traditional style or
warmer color palette that’s throughout your home. If you
have a more modern contemporary style or cooler color
palette, I’d go with black, white, or silver-toned frames.

GALLERY WRAPPED & FLOATER FRAMES
What does this mean?

GALLERY WRAPPED: When the canvas or paper is
stretched around a wooden support so that it looks like an
original painting. No frame. “Gallery” wrapped usually
means the canvas profile (edges) is at least 1.5” thick.
FLOATER FRAME: They create the illusion that your
artwork is “floating” within the frame instead of being
covered by it.
• The artwork has to be gallery wrapped to use this
frame style.
• No glass is used with this frame style either.

CUSTOM FRAMING
CUSTOM FRAMING:
If you would like a custom frame created for your artwork,
I’d recommend that you check out a local frame shop first
(they will probably have the best selection of quality
frames and are LOCAL! Can’t beat that!)
ONLINE CUSTOM FRAMING:
I recommend doing your research to find the right fit for
you. There are so many companies that do this sort of
thing…some of which have fun options and great pricing

(we’re talking possibly 2/3 to half of what a custom frame
shop would charge).
• There are companies out there where you send the
original artwork to them – with a shipping label they
provide, and they mail the finished piece back to you
COMPLETELY DONE and ready to put on your wall.
Score!
• There are also companies that you can submit your
artwork photo image to, and have the same thing
occur. If you choose this route, there are many
options to go with. The only issue would be that of
the resolution and color matching.
It’s not
guaranteed to be exactly as the original.
o If you wanted the coloring exact and resolution
like the original artwork, this is where you would
have to get the (Crème de la Crème) Giclee
done, by taking the time and delivering the piece
in person for professional photographs,
processing, etc.

READY-MADE FRAMES

If you’re looking for a particular style, generally you
can get a variety at your local home or craft store,
and save some money. Here are some I trust for
frames.
You can find just about anything you need for your
specific taste: modern, minimalistic, elegant, ornate,
classic, trendy…
•
•
•
•
•

Hobby Lobby
Michael’s
Target
Wal-Mart
& Online (Amazon, etc.)

Remember: If you want to include a mat in the design you
will need to order a bigger size than the artwork itself.
• Example: 8”x10” = 11”x14” frame
• Example: 11”x14” = 16”x20” frame
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VINTAGE & RESALE/CONSIGNMENT SHOPS
Another way for getting your hands on some great frame
finds are at the thrift and second-hand stores (especially if
you’re looking for the larger frames). It doesn’t take much
to take out the old, bizarre, and horrendous print of
“whatever” and bring it to your local frame shop to have a
custom mat cut for it. This is a great option as they make
the mat to fit and assemble the entire piece for a fraction
of the cost.

FRAMING AN ORIGINAL
Paintings or Drawings on Canvas or Paper

ON PAPER: Use the same information as stated under
prints.
• ALWAYS use a mat and ONLY use archival, acid free
materials.
• These can be framed at your local home or craft store
as mentioned before.
ON STRETCHED CANVAS: Use what’s best for the piece. If
you feel that an open-back frame works…do it! If you
think it’s a piece that would look better in a floater
frame…do it!
Personally, the decision usually is determined by the style
of the home décor and its color palette. Again, if more of
a traditional aesthetic than an open-back, formal, gold
frame can work for you!
If more of a
modern/contemporary style home, then the floater frame
will most likely work best.
It’s all personal preference, but the frame can make or
break the artwork and the space.
DEPTH: Most traditional canvases (which are less than 1”
thick) work best in and fit in the majority of frames out

there. However, it’s completely up to you if you want to
frame it in the first place. If your canvas is deeper in depth
(thicker than 1”+) than you’ll have to check the frame
molding or end up getting a custom frame made.
It’s good to know that the “Gallery Wrapped” canvases
don’t need a frame at all…just finish off the edges (either
with a solid color, or continue the composition around)
and you’re done!
I hope this information was helpful and that you can
confidently and properly pursue framing your wonderful
artwork!
Enjoy making your artwork shine in your home!

Much love,

WWW.ANALISACHASEFINEART.COM

