Reader’s Corner

The Virginiana Room has re-
cently purchased The Official Papers
of Francis Fauquier, Lieutenant
Governor of Virginia, 1758-1768,
edited by George Reese, Professor of
Humanistic Sources at the University
of Virginia.

This three volume edition of his
papers is the only complete collection
of the papers of a royal governor of
Virginia. It is also the first such col-
lection to be edited in accordance with
today’s standard of scholarship.

Fauquier’s official papers mirror
the preoccupations of the governor of
the largest, most populous, wealth-
iest, and most influential of the colo-
nies in North America during the
critical decade of 17568-68, and provide
valuable information about Virginia's
economy and society during this
period.

lecently, the Fauquier County
Public Library acquired the early
Fauquier County court records on mi-
erofilm. This addition to the Virgin-
iana collection will be a valuable
source for anyone doing genealogical
or historical research. Because the li-
brary’s hours extend beyond the open
hours of the records room at the
courthouse, the researcher will have
more time to study these early docu-
ments. The library has two microfilm
readers, and two microfilm reader
/printers on which to view these re-
cords and make copies if necessary.

The seventy-five reels include:
deed books from 1759-1866 and
grantor and grantee indices for deeds
from 1759-1914; will books from 1759-
1865 and the index of wills, A-Z, 1759-
1920; minute and order books from
1759-1865, chancery order books from
1831-1867; marriage bonds and re-
turns for 1759-1854, including an in-
dex: a marriage register for 1854-
1906: register of births 1853-1896;
register of deaths 1853-1896; other
births and deaths 1853-1860; a muster
roll 1861-1865; land causes 1809-1850;
miscellaneous records from 175Y-
1807; and land tax books and lists of
tithables.

The library is open Tuesday and
Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Thursday from 8:30 am. to 6 p.m.;
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.;
and Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

—Ava Lee

New Book on Civil War

Booth, Louise, Waiting for the
Moment. 228 pp. $22.00.

Society member Louise Booth of
Villa Park, California, has recently
published an interesting book reflect-
ing the inevitable waiting time sol-
diers have always experienced; in this
case, for a horse, a gun, the paymas-
ter, or a letter from home. Often
plagued with intestinal illnesses, they
spent most of the time waiting until
the glorious moments when they
dashed into battle.

The story covers the life of Basil
Jewell, Indiana farmer and Union of-
ficer, and his Company G, 11th In-
diana Cavalry. The commentary
includes the home front struggle be-
tween the Unionists and Copperheads
in Sullivan County, Indiana, and the
Northern Alabama-Middle Tennessee
Campaign (Oct. 1864-Jan. 1865). The
battles at Allatoona, Georgia, and
Franklin and Nashville, Tennessee,
are also described.

Basis for the work are the letters
of Jewell and his company com-
mander, which were family keepsakes
for 120 years.

At the time of the war most of
the men of Sullivan County had been
born in Kentucky, sons of parents
who were native Virginians.

Included is a genealogy section
containing 45 surnames and allied
families of the men of Company G,
around whom the story line revolves.

Mrs. Booth’s own ancestors came
from Virginia. She is a descendant of
the Hitts of the Germanna Colony.
Her great-great-grandfather, Pleas-
ant Cox, takes the family line to 1636,
to the James River and 3000 acres of

land between Berkeley and Shirley
Hundreds. Another family line was
connected with the Siege of York-
town.

Last summer Mrs. Booth spent
several days in Warrenton, and was
assisted in her research by the So-
ciety and Ava Lee of the Virginiana
Room.

For further information write
Mrs. Booth at 18551 Via Bravo, Villa
Park, CA 92667.

Annual Meeting

The Fauquier Historical Society
annual meeting will be held at Airlie
House on Thursday, June Tth. Cash
bar at 6:30, dinner at 7:30.

The speaker will be Dr. George
Brown Oliver of the Randolph-Macon
College history department.

Reservation flyers will be mailed
in April. Hold the date open!

Journey to Richmond

Bill Sudduth, program chairman,
reports that there are seats available
for “A Day at Museums” on Thurs-
day, April 26th. We will visit Age-
croft House, Confederate Museum,
Valentine Museum and Battle Abbey
of the Virginia Historical Society.

The bus will leave Northern Vir-
ginia Shopping Center (behind the
Marshall National Bank) at 8:00 a.m.
and will return by 7:00 p.m. Bring
your lunch and enjoy Springtime in
Richmond. Fee: $16.00. Call Bill Sud-
duth, 347-4094, for information or
send your check to him at P. O. Box
767, Warrenton.
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