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Germantown, Fauquier's First Settlement
 
Dur ing the ad minist rat ion of 

Colonial Gove rnor Ale xa nd er 
Spotswood, three Germ an colonies 
were established in Virgin ia . Th e 
fir st , consisting of 12 famil ies 
numbering about 42 persons, 
arrived in 1714. They ca rne fr om 
Nassau-Siegen , a par t of 
Westphalia a nd its e nvirons . 

Th e v ca me as ind entured 
ser va nts , bound to wor k for six or 
seven yea rs in iro n min es on 
Govern or Spotswood 's es ta te in 
Spotsylva nia County . It did not 
take these maste r ironv orkers 
long to determine th e infer iority of 
the ore they found th ere. But they 
were s t ill a mbit ious . t hr if tv 
Germans who saw a brighte-r 
fut ure in land - th e r ich, red clay 
of the Piedmont held mor e 
promise than a vein of poor g ra de 
iron ore. They had left a land-poor 
prin .ipality in Germany and here 
was land, as far as th e eve could 
se e, almost for the taking . ., 

They firs t had to be naturalized, 
wh ich th ey did in Spots ylva nia 
County Cour t. Henceforth, they 
we re Eng lishmen , subject to the 
Crown and English Law - th ere 
was none of th e modern cr to 
preserve the culture of their orig in 
a nd their nation al cha rac te rist ics . 
To survive they learned E ng lish 
a nd even had th e ir nam es 
Anglicized. 

Their names were a: follows: 
Jae o b H o lz c la w (b e cam e 
Holtz claw). his wife and two sons ; 
Herman . Fischbach (becam e 
Fishback) and wife ; J ohn Fi sh bac 
and wife; John Camper (becam e 
Kemper) a nd wife; J ohannes 
Merten (became Martin) and wife; 
John Spellman (became Spilman) 
and wife ; J ohn Huffman a nd wife ; 
Joseph Cuntz (became Coo ns), his 
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Home of T ilman Weaver, Ger man town. Built about 1721, 
it was the oldest hou se in th e Coun ty when it was torn 
down by its owner , a round 1.23, because he t ired of peop le 
coming through hi . corn field to look at it. 

wife and two children: J acob 
Richter (becam Re .to r) his wife 
and son; Milchert Brumback and 
wife ; Tilman Webe r (became 
Wea ver) a nd An n, his mother ; 
Peter Heit (beca me Hit t) a nd wife . 

Th e sur veyor of th e Nor the rn 
N ck was g iven order ' to sur v y 
for th e trustees (mem bers of the 
Colony) of the Germa nna colonis ts 
a g ra nt in wha t is now Fauquier 
County , where th ey removed 
about 1720. 

Th ey named th e village German 
Town, which th y forma lly laid 
out on t he ir 1805-acr t rac t , not 
fa r fr om the prese nt day Midland , 
on Licking Run . They divided th e 
t rac t in 12 equ al portions. Instead 
of bu ilding homes a t a dista nce 
from each othe r , th ey re membere d 

how homes in Ger ma ny were 
clustered into a village fo~ safety 
in time ' of dan Tel'. Bein g on the 
front ie r th e ' must have considered 
th e possibility of da nger from 
wa ndering Indian. . 

Dr. B njam in C. Holt zcla w and 
the la te Dr . Woodford . Ha kley 
made an extensive s tudy of th e 
area in 196} a nd loca te d t he exact 
bounda ries of the town a nd t he lots 
held bv eac h fa mil . The ir study is 
a vailable fro m the Memo~ ial 
Foun da t ion of th e Ce rma nna 
Colonies in Virginia (Box 693 
Culpeper 22701). 

As the fa milies grew a nd th e 
lan d ava ilable for gra nt ing beca me 
non -exi ten t , th e scions of these 
hardy Germans bega n to lea ve 
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Germantown. The Kempel's were 
the first to leave , taking up a large 
grant on Great Run, known as 

stuck. 
All these first colonists belonged 

to the German Reformed Church, 
the great German branch of the 
Presbyterian family of churches. 

'Cedar Gr ove ' now ca l ~ ct---Wh they lef Siegen-;-their-
'Clovelly'). 

The Weavers , Holtzclaws and 
Rectors moved further toward the 
mountains in upper Fauquier. The 
entrepreneur of the Germantown 
migrants was John Rector. 

In 1731, Charles Burgess of 
Lancaster County received a grant 
for 13,000 acres. This vast tract 
extended from the present town of 
Marshall to Rt. 50 and from Goose 
Creek to Little River. He died in 
1732 and the tract was inherited 
by his two daughters, whose sons, 
Captains Burgess Ball and 
Burgess Smith divided the tract. 

They sold a major portion of 
their holdings to John Rector. 
After establishing himself, his 
family and his Germantown 
relatives and friends, Mr. Rector 
divided the tract into lots, almost 
square, of about 200 acres each . In 
1772 Rector had the General 
Assembly establish Fauquier's 
oldest incorporated town which he 
called Maidstone, after the village 
in the County of Kent, England, 
the home of Thomas Lord Fairfax. 
However, th e inhabitants 
persisted in referring to t.he town 
as "Rector's Town " and the name 

Pastor, Rev. Henry Hauger, 
accompanied them. He was a well 
educated man who lived to a great 
age, dying in 1737. After Pastor 
Hauger's death, Jacob Holtzclaw 
read the lessons in German and 
taught the school at Germantown. 
Unable to secure the services of 
another Reformed minister, the 
people became allied with the 
Baptists, Methodi sts and 
Presbyterians. 

.1 ohn Re ctor supposedly 
established a Reformed chur ch at 
Rectortown but, by 1781, after at 
least two visits by Bishop Asbur , 
the Methodist Church had been 
established. 

After the Revolution, in which 
cause the Germantown families 
were well represented, the lure of 
the western lands was too much to 
resist. Representatives of the 12 
Rectortown families have settl ed 
in every state of the Union, 
making worthy cont r ibut ions 
wherever they resided in politics, 
educa tion, th e mini stry and 
business. . 

In 1956 a memorial foundation 
was incorporated as the Memorial 
Foundation of the Germanna 

Colonies in Virginia. It is a non
profit organization to collect and 
publish information relating to the 
Germanna Colonies. to acquire and 
develop property suitable for 
preserving historical sites and 
interest, and to aid in bringing 
together the descendants of the 
pioneer colonists. 

The Corporation once owned 270 
acres, 'Siegen Forest', of the 
original Germanna tract. 
Approximately 100 acres of this 
was given in 1969 to the State of 
Virginia for the erect ion of the 
Germanna Community College . By 
authority of the Virginia State 
Highway Commission, Route 3, 
from Culpeper to Fredericksburg 
in 1959 was de s ignated 
GERMANNA HIGHWAY. This 
highway borders 'Siegen Forest' 
and traverses the area where the 
first colony of 1714 was settled by 
Governor Spotswood. 

The annual meeting of the 
Memorial Foundation of the 
Germanna Colonies, Inc., is held at 
'Siegen Forest' the third Sunday in 
Julv each year. All members and 
int~r e sted 'persons are invited to 
come and bring a picn ic 
lunch. - .John Goti 

Annual
 
Meeting
 

Sev enty-five members and 
guests attended the annual 
meeting of The Fauquier Historical 
Society on Wednesday, June 17, at 
Airlie. 

Aft er an excellent dinner a short 
busin ess meeting was called to 
order by President Dr. Robert 
Anderson, .11". 

After the reading of the 
treasurer's report, Meade Palmer, 
nominating committee cha irman, 
presented a slate of candidates for 
th e Board of Directors. New board 
members elected were: John H. 
Bartenst.ein , Warrent.on; Mrs. 
Lewis F. Lee, Jr., The Plain s; and 
John K. Gott, Arlington. 

Nominat.ed for reelection to the 
Board were: Jennings H. F la thers , 
Gainesville; Thomas D. Jones, 
Warrenton; Charl es H. Harris, 
Warrenton . 
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