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Renovations near completion at the Warren Green Hotel

A new life for Warrenton's 'Little Waldorf'
By JOHN T. TOLER
N ews and N o t e s Edit or

When Fauqu ier County offic ials were
contem plating the purchase of the Warren
Gre n Hote l and using it for office space
in August 1960, they quietly consulted
local businessmen to see if they thought it
was a good idea.
One of those asked to study the pro
posal was Fau qu ier
at iona l Ban k
Presi dent Lo uis B. Stephenson . He was
enthusiastic in his endorse ment o f the
plan.
"Any enlargemen t of the present county
office space would probably not meet coun
ty needs for our lifetime," said Mr.
Stephenson . "The hotel will probably meet
the cou nty's space needs f r the next 200
years."
The old hotel, which traces its roots
back to 18 19, had in recent vears fallen on
hard times. The current operators had
declared bankrup tcy, and the doors closed
for the last time the month before .
The own r of the Warren Green propc ,
ty, Herman E. Ulh an, had died in 19:'6,
and the administrator of his estate, the
National Bank of Commerce of Norfolk
seemed motivated to sell.
'
The deal included not only the real
estate, but the furnishings and contents of
the hotel as well.
In what has to be one of the best real
estate acqu isitions they ever made, the
Fauquier County Board of Supervi sors pur
chased the Warren Gr n for just $ 110,000
- far less than the current insurance
appraisal of $270,000, or even the defunct
$200,000 contract between the last opera
tors of the hotel and the Ullman estate.
And when the furniture and fixtures
were auctioned off in late 1960 and early
196 1, over $9,200 in revenue was realized,
bringing the cost to the county to just over
$100,000.
Now, after more than 40 years as a coun-

During the mid-1950s, the Warren Green Hotel was promoted as 'The Little Waldorf' by
th e hotel operators. Above, the original building (at left), its three additions and pool. .

ty office building, the old Warren Green
Hotel - or what remains of it - is in the
midst of another remodeling project.
When completed, the Warren Green
Building, as it is now known, will house the
offices of the Fauquier County Board of
Supervisors, county adm inistrator, county
attorney, the planning section of the
Department of Community Development,
and part of the Commissioner of the
Revenue's office.
While Mr. Stephenson's prediction
that the hotel would provide enough room
for the growth of county servi ces "for the
next 200 years" was a bit off the mark , the
renovations now underway at the Warren
Green will extend its service life well into
the 2 Ist century.

Origin, early years
Situated near the center of Old Town
Warrenton, the Warren Green Hotel and its
predecessor, the Norris Tavern, were the

scen e of many memorable events over the
past 180-plus years.
First opened by Thaddeus Norri s on
July 26, 1819, the Norris Tavern was used
for the banquet held honoring Gen.
Lafayette when he returned to the United
States for his last visit in 1825.
Later, Pre sident Andrew Jac kson
stopped at the tavern while en route from
The Hermitage, his home in Na shville,
Tennessee, to Washington , D.C.
Another famous visitor to the Tavern
was Henry C lay, who in 1840 "is said to
have received the felicitation of friends and
admirers to become a candidate for the
presidency of the United States," according
to Miss M. Louise Evans , in An Old Timer
in Warrenton and Fauquier County.
Also mentioned was Anne Royall, a
pioneer newspaperwoman who stayed at
the Tavern in 1829-30.

(Continued on Page 3)

Awar s, peaker highlight 2003 Annual Meeting
B y J OHN T. TOLER

N e w and N o tes E d itor
On the eve nin g of June 12, 2003, the
Fauquier Historical Society he ld its
Annual Meeting and Dinner at Fauqu ier
Springs ountry lub.
Attendance at the event was higher
than in years pas t - in part because of
an increased awa reness and appreciation
of loca l history, but also due to the hard
work of the organizers. who put together
a gre at program. and made sure everyone
inte rested in coming knew about it.
In his address, Co-President Richard
Gook in commented on the successful
operation of the Old Jai l Mus eu m, and
outlined several of the specia l activities in
which thc Society had been involved over
the past year, inclu di ng:
• Assisting with the photo dis play of
"Twenty Prominen t Women of Fauqu ier."
which was opened at the Fau qu ie r
Ca mpus of Lord Fairfax Communit y
College ea rlier this yea r:
• Work ing with offic ials of Fauq uier
County on the best ways to preser ve the
un iq ue , histo ric featur es of the old
Warren Green Hote l, as it is ren ovated
into new office space;
• Manni ng a table at the very fun and
interesting tribute to Patsy C line at the
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Warrenton Ho rse Show Grou nd s late last
year; and
• Working with the White Ho use on
getting an autographed photo of President
George Bush, which was pre entcd to the
Jean Pierre de Pineto n, Ma rqu is de
Charnbrun, Gen. La fayette's oldest living
descendent, on the occasion of his 100t h
birthday.
The Society built a rewarding rela
tionship wit h the Marqu is whi le working
on the 2000 "Salute to Lafayette."

Committ ee repor ts
• John Toler, chairman of the Museum
C o mm ittee , commented on recent
changes in the displays at the O ld Jail
Museum, and repor ted on the number of
visitors during the 2002-2003 fis cal year.
Numbers are down, due to the fact
that peop le are traveling an d visiting
museums less, co mbi ned with the crisis
caused by the sni per attack s that to k
place in our area.
Als o, the museum 's hig hest-visitor
day, d uring th e Warre nton Spr ing
Festival, was very coo l and rainy, reduc
ing the number o f visitors.
• An update on the Fauqu ier Co unty
250th A nniversary was gi ven by
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Chairman Maxwell Harway. The obser
vance , which will take place in 2009 , is
being organized by mem bers of the Society
and others .
In addit ion, Mr. Harway is working with
a subcom mittee to publish a new county
history book in conjun ctio n with the cele 
bration.
Geo rge Mason University has agreed to
assist with the wr iting of the new history
book , tentatively to be published by the
University Press .
• On b half f Chairm an Katy Myers,
Mrs. Julian Scheer reported on the activities
of the Education Committe , including the
use of money from the Flagler Fund, which
was used for the expansion and enhance
ment of a literacy progra m for students at
risk in the 'auquier ounty Public Schoo l
System.
In addi tion, the Society awarded $ 1,000
scholarships to two seniors graduating from
the cou nty's public high schools . Receiving
the awards at the meeting were Jeana
St right of Fauquier High Schoo l and
Colleen IIenry of Liberty High School.
Guest speaker fo r the vening was
Ma ral Ka lbian, an arch itec tura l historian

(Continued on Page 7)

Warren Green
(Continuedfront Page I)
After Norris d ied in 1843, th tavern
bui lding wa oug ht by R. M. Sm ith, vho
started a school in the old build ing . He
wa th brot her of Maj . Albert G. Sm ith,
who later founded Bethe l M ilita ry
Acade y.
R. M. Smith and Ge n. G . C. Wha rto n
operated the school, known as the Warren
Green Academy, for seve n years . The
academy specialized in preparin g stu
de nts headed to the Virg inia Military
Ins titute in Lexington, Va.
Lik the Tow n of Warre nton, the
school was nam d in ho nor of Ge n.
Jo eph Warren, the firs t Amer ican killed
at the Batt le of Bun ker Hill in the
Revol utionary War.
After closing the academy in 1850, R.
M . Smi th sold the pro perty the n
des cribed in the deed as "a boarding
schoo l and academy" to J. G .
Bec kha m, w ho e ta blished the firs t
"Warren Green Hote l" on the site.
T he Warren Green Hote l was promi
nen t in that least two important Civi l
War-era events: the organ ization of
Fauquier's Black Horse Troop, which
gathered in the treet next to the h te l in
1861; and
nion Genera l G eorge
McC lellan' farewe ll to hi tr op in
Novem ber 1862, after being re lieved of
hi command f the Army of the Potomac
by President Abra ha m Linc o ln.
In 1869, the hotel was so ld to Louis
G. Shafer.

In the lat e 1880s, the Warren G reen Hotel stood a lone at the center of Wa r renton.

A new Warren Gree n
The Warre n Green as we know it today
rose from the ashes of th
ld building,
which burned in Novemb I' I 74. In late
1875, James Cochran purchased the lar.d
and ruined build ing from Sch a fer lo r
S5,000, and gan work on a nev hotel at
the site, which was completed in 1876.
In I 79, the upper floo r o f the hot I
was damaged by fire. After repairs were
made, the building was used for a brief
period as an academy for girls before
r turn ing to usc as a hotel.
In late March 1897, Caroline Ullma n
bought the hotel fro m Co hran for
S I0,0 00. The Ullmans had been in the
retail bu iness in Warrent n sine 184 1. It
would rema in in the Ullman family for the
next 63 years .
In January 1909, President Th -odore
Roosevelt and his entourage, who had rid
den from Washin gton, D.C. to Warrenton,
stopped at the Warren Green for lunch
before starting their return trip .

In the early 20th century, automob iles increased travel and the demand for hot el services.

The purpose o f the ride was to test the
fairness of a requirement that Army offi 
cers be fit enough to "walk 50 miles or ride
100 miles in three days, " apparently a con
troversial issue at the time.
Leaving Wa hington t 3:40 a.m., TR
and his troop made the I04-mile rot nd trip
in 17 hour s, including "stopping for an
hour and a quarter in Warrenton and five or
10 minutes at other places."
In orde r to keep up the pace, they
changed horse s at Fairfax
urthouse, at a
farmhouse near Bull Run, and at Buckland.
On their way back, the picked up their orig
inal mount s at the same relay station.
Having established that Army officers
could do it, TR ord red that the require
ment be extended to Navy and Marine
Corps officers, as well.
Although it could have been much
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worse, the Warr en Green did suffer signif
icant damage duri ng the Great Fire of
November 23-24, 1909, hen ti re s ept
through the west end of Warr enton causing
an estimated total of 125,000 in dam age.
Among the 35 buildings destroye 
either by the flames or dyna mite - vas the
Warren Green Il otel's three-story annex on
Ashby Street.
L st were 12 guestrooms, th p 01par
lor, and heatin g plant , with a total value of
S3,000. The loss was insure and the
ann ex later rebuilt.
Th e Warren ireen Hotel entered a
new era wh en bro the rs Joseph and
Herman Ullman be ca me involved.
He rma n ( 1882 - 1956 ) had been part of the
fami ly department store business since

(Continued
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Warren Green
(Continuedfront Page 3)
age 15, but ma king money on the Warren
Green presented unique cha llenge.
Rather tha n trying to run the hotel
themselves, Ullm an leased the property
to other wi th experience in the business.
In the years before the Great D pressio n,
business increased steadily.
It was during this time that the Warren
Green's most famous guest ar rived.
Wallis Warfield Spencer - who later
in life was the woman at the cen ter of the
abdication of Eng land 's King Edwa rd
VIII - took up residence at the Warren
Green for about a yea r during 192 5-26.
But her stay was no vacation : she was
there to establish a Virginia residency
unde r state law and secure a petition for
divorce (See News and Notes, Vol. 2 1, No.
2, 2000).
Altho ugh 'he came to Warrenton vith
little money and few fri nds, she made the
best of it. In her autob iogra phy, The Heart
Has Its Reasons, she called her f irst year
in Warrento n "the most tranquil I have
known."
Living on the second /loor of the
hotel in Room 2 12, Ms. Spencer had to
share a bathroom and often ate by herself
in the hotel dining room. But the respite
she enj oyed in Warrenton that year would
help her get throu gh the tumult that await
ed her later.
The Ullmans had rebuilt the annex in
19 10, and in 1927-28 built a larg wing at
the back of the hotel facing Culpeper
Street, incr asing the number of ro ms
available to 50. In add ition, there was a
five-roo m apa rtment with bath, f ive
offices, and three meeting! ining halls
with the capacity to serve 250 to 400
guests.
In September 1930, the Warren Green
had yet another presidential visitor, when
Herbert Hoover and his staff stopped at
the hotel for breakfast, while en route
fro m Washington, D.C., to the presiden
tia l retreat in the mountains ncar
Madison.

A social center
Enjoyment o f the Warren Green was
not limited to celebrities. For many years,
regular townspeople and their guests used
the hotel for all types of gatherings, recep
tions and parties.
"If you wished to meet someone in
Warrenton, nine times out of ten it was
'meet me at the hot el ,'" recalled the
Democrat's "Old Timer," Miss M. Loui se
Evans.

Visito rs to the Warren Green were greeted in the spacious loh by, sh own a ho ut 1956.

The Warren Dini ng Room was a popula r place for bo th guests a nd local resid ents to mee t.

"We used the wide porches for sitting
and talking, meeting our friends or even
entertaining others," she continued. "We
danced in the second floor parlor, and even
in what was later a din ing room, on the first
floor. It used to be a lark to get a crowd
together for supper at the Warren Green."
Mis s Evans recounts some of the
groups one might enc ount er at the hote l
at any tim e, including "summer boarders
from all over the United States and o ften
foreign countries."
She also recalled a banqu et marking
the "last reunion of former cad ets of
Bethel M ilit ary Acade my, before the
school closed its doo rs," and "the large
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lawn party given annua lly for the benefit
o f the Catho lic Churc h."
Others stayed at the Warre n Green for
more pract ical reasons. If the winter were
exceptionally co ld or snowy, so me re s i
de nts living ou t in the co untry si de
would cl ose the ir homes , and stay at the
ho te l for the duration.

St r u ggle to survive
With th e arriva l o f the G re a t
De press io n, bu s ine ss at the Warr e n
G ree n Ho te l d ro ppe d d ra mat ic a lly.
A fter st ru gg ling for se veral years with a
number of different manager/o perat o rs,
(Con tinued
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T he sitting room of thc hotcl was eq uipped with

Warren Green
~

ontinuedfrom Page 4)

the Ullman s contacted Barney Ha rris,
th en a partner in the Harri s-McCarthy
hotel ch a in, to st udy th e situatio n an d
find out why people were no longer
coming to the hot el.
1larri s, who at the ti me was manag
ing the Stonewall Hotel in Danville,
had numero us recommendatio ns. The
Ullmans were im pressed wit h his ideas.
and offered him the proprietorship of
the ho te l if he wo uld co m e to
Warren ton .
Harri s sta rted at th e Warren G reen
in Se ptember 1940, and bega n a ser io us
revi talizatio n prog ra m. H is ph ilosophy
wa s simpl e: to giv e th g uest much
more than he or she expected.
T he e ffort was described in an ar ti
cle by Jo sh Fletcher published in The

11

television.

Twin bedrooms wcrc lar ge, and offered the basic comforts.

Fauquier Democrat in 1963 :
"To attract visitors to the Warren
Gre n, Harris se t up an ela borate ma n
ag ement system and offered exce llent
food. As an exa mple, there were six
be llme n, two room service wa iters and
many other emp loyees, a ll of whom the
guests liked and respected .
"Dinne rs were on e doll ar , a nd they
were the kind of mea ls whic h wou ld
cost four times as mu ch today ( 1963).
On Sundays, an es tima ted 500 peop le
wou ld ca t at the hotel.
"In addition to these services, the
Warren Gree n operated its own la undry
and als had an agreement w ith the
Warrenton S upply to park g uest s' cars
ove rn ight. T here was a barber shop and
doc to rs' offices in the West Wing . Th e
hote l was a com munity in it e lf."
Har ris' plan worked, bringi ng back the
"special clientele" that it had lost before.

...

o,n
u

0 ,. Tl1( "' U Il AO C. OT1'OU

rou .... o I" THl r '-'I ULOUS

to

C"'\'£a"S O F LUllA'I'

THe

poI....nOH·,S

C....PITAL.

Due to its uni que h istory, the
Warren Gree n had developed a certain
mystique; whic h also att racted guests .
As one mi ght expect, Wa llis Warfield
Spencer Simpson Win dsor was - and
still is - an int riguin g perso na lity co n
nected wit h the hote l.
On e day, a lady asked to rent the
Duchess' room just long e nough to take
a bath , o ffe ring to pay a fu ll day 's bill
fo r th e pri vil ege . Harri s obl igingly
ha nde d her the key s.
After a c lerk ush ered the part-time
gu est to the roo m, he came down stairs,
protesti ng th at Harris had assigned the
lady to the wrong room .
"I know, Harris replied to the clerk .
" But I wanted her to be happy. The
room the Du chess stayed in didn 't have
a bat h!"
But in spite of the Warren Green" quick
turn-around, there would be greate r prob
lems and challenges. With the outbreak of
World War II, bu iness once again declined,
and in 1943, the dining room was closed .
Striving to meet a new demand br ught
on by the war, Har ris rented a portion of
the building to the fam ilies of men sta
tione d at Vint Hill Farms Station.
The hotel was also the location of the
first USO lounge in Warrenton, wh ich later
moved to Main Street.
For a brief period after WWII , the hotel
was the headquarters of th Warrenton
Sub-District of the Third Mil itary Area,
under Maj. Isaac Hoppenstein. The mis
sion of the offic was to contact area veter
ans of World War II and explain the new
Army rgan ized Rese rve Co rps.

The fina l days
In early 195 7, Barn ey Ha rris left the
Warren Green. Operation o f the h tel was

Promotiona l pieces sent out b)' proprietors often promoted the Hunt Co untr y, as well.
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Once it was decided that a new county office and Circuit Court facility would be built on the
site, the Warren Green annex facing Culpeper Street and the Wallach Buildin g at Culpeper
and Lee streets were slated for demolition, which began in early 1971 (rig ht).

Warren Green
(Continuedfrom Page 5)

taken over by Joseph W. an d Evelyn
"Billi e " B. Ell iott, who nego tiated a
$200,000 co ntrac t to purchase the proper 
ty fro m the Ullma n estate. T hey reopen ed
the dining roo m and pro mo ted the hotel
a "The Little Waldo rf," but by then, too
mu ch had changed.
"A co mbi nation o f hig h op erat ing
costs, a loss o f busin ess cause d by the
Warren ton Byp ass and ear lier by the war
actua lly killed the Warren Gr een, " w rote
Josh Fletc her in 1963.
"It was like many hote ls wh ic h
offered a so uthern way of liv ing , but
could not compete with motels and quick
se rv ice. "
T he Ellio tts closed the Warren Gr een
Hotel on Ju ne 28, 1960, and the prop erty
was im med iately offered for sale by the
executors o f the Ullm an est ate.

Caretaker recalls
Luther C. Dressler, a forme r employ
ee o f the hotel who had worked ther
since 1958, wa s asked by the executors of
the estate to stay on to watch over the
place wh ile they o ffered it for sa le. For 16
days , Dress ler "ran" the hote l all by him 
self, be fore the executors rea lized that
keeping the hot el open wh ile they tried to
sell it was futi le.
A few weeks later, afte r the deal wi th
Fauquier ounty was closed, the county
ask ed Dressler to stay on as the live- in
custodian whil e the building was g radual
ly con verted to o ffi ce space.

For evera l yea rs, Ore sler was the
only person who regu larly staye d in the
hot I overn ight, occ upy ing a two-room
suite wit h kit chenette on the second floor.
He also worked as the chief radi o dis
pat cher for the co unty's fire and resc ue
serv ices.
Interv iewed in 1964, Dressler - who
at 63 had been in the hotel busi ness all of
his wo rking life - otTered several ob ser
vat ions abo ut the old Warren Green.
"You can tell and see whe n a hotel is
beg innin g to fa il, and it's a very sad
thi ng," he said . " I think the major factor
was the mu hro om ing o f the mote l bus i
ne ss. Mote ls are more convenie nt to
tourists b cause they are u ually located
along a highway."
And he could recall other, more subtle
eco nomic ch anges that led to the hote l's
de mis e.
"Travel ing sal esme n, who used to be a
big part of our bus ine ss, liked to hav a
li tt le bit of enter ta inm ent in the
evenings," sa id Dressler. " In the motels
on the Bypass, there was a te levision in
every roo m ... we only had TV in on e sit
tin g room."
Dressler not d that the ffor ts made
by th Ell iotts to bring more people to the
hotel so metimes worked, but not we ll
enough to alter the hotel's fate.
"T he bus iest tim es all year were the
first wee kend in May, wit h the running of
the Virginia old Cup, and Labor Day
weekend, when th e War ren ton Horse
Show is he ld," he recalled . "We used to
fill up for those events."
In an attempt to generate revenue by
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openi ng the facility for ot her businesses,
the Elliotts invited Grayson's Department
Store on Ma in Street to have a fas hio n
show each Friday at the hotel.
"We use d to have 50 or 60 peop le for
lunch before the fas hi n show. and Big K
(W KC W-AM Radio) used to co me and
broadcast it," reca lled Dress ler.
But the Ellio tts - who by then had
made a sizable investm ent remodeling the
roo ms and re-equip ping the k itchen 
fe ll deeper in debt, and were eventually
forced to close.

Public office building
The transformation of the Warren
Green to co unty ownership was not with
o ut co ntroversy.
When it was suggested that the coun
ty offer to su blea se the kitc hen and di ning
room to an out-of-town restaurant opera
to r, loc a l restauran t ow ner s protested vig
oro usly, saying it was not the county's j ob
to bring new co mpetition into thei r mar 
ket.
A fter receiv ing a letter to this effect
signe d by virtua lly every res ta urateur in
Warrenton, the superviso rs dropped the
idea.
In ea rly 1961, the Town of Warrent on
co ntacted the county ab out renting space
in the ol d hotel for so me o f its public
safety personnel. Th e old Tow n O ffice at
the co rne r of North T hi rd and Ma in
st ree ts above the Warrenton Fire Ho use
was quite cramped.
T he idea was discussed - aga in, not

(Continued on Page 7)

Warren
Green
(Continuedfrom Page 6)
without dissension - and an arrange 
ment wa worked out to give the town a
nine-room suite with bat h in the Warren
Green , plus u e of the old "Stirrup
Room" for Town Counci l Meetings. The
parties involved fina ll agreed on a rental
rate of I75 per month.
A similar arrangement was worked
out later in the year with the Co unty
Welfare Office, but wit h the stipu lation
that the state would pay 50 percent of the
rent, and that the welfare office wou ld
provide its own janitorial service .
The School Board occupied five
rooms in late 1964, and by ea rly 1965,
the County Zoning Office unde r
Administrator Harry Morris was moved
from the C lerk's Office on Main Street to
Room 229 in the Warren Green. The
Planning
Commission,
Economic
Developme nt
Office,
Water and
Sanitation Authority and Civil Defense
coordinator soon followed.
In 1966 , Fauquier County appointed
Ansley Hulfi sh its f irst General
Registrar, and gave her an office at the
top of the stairs in the o ld hotel.
Fauquier Family Guidance, the o un
ty's first facility for the treatment of
mental illness, opened in the Warr n
Green in Augu st 196 8.
In add ition to the county offices, the
Warren Green was made ava ilable fro m
time-to-time for use by civi c g rou ps,
the
Warr e nto n-Fa uq uie r
incl uding
Jaycee-ettes, who used one roo m to store
Christmas gifts that were to be dis trib
uted to needy families.
During the summe r o f 1967 , the
cou nt y permitted the Warre nton 
Fauquier Jaycees to operate a play area
on the hotel g rou nds for dis abled chil
dre n enrolled in the Ho pe School.
The pro gram, ru n by Jaycee Ro n
Jacobs, offered recreational opport uni
ties for up to eigh t children , three day s a
wee k - at no exp ense to the county.
Other offices in the Warren Green
wo uld co me-and-go as the county con
tinue d to grow and the nee d for govern
ment services inc reased. S me of the
changes in the way the building was used
eventually caused changes in the gro unds
around the hote l. as wel l.
First to go was the old ho t I sw im
min g po ol, whic h the county had op erat
ed as its first public pool. Faced v ith
extensive repai rs and a nee d fo r addition 
al park ing for ou nty em ployees, the
pool was filled in w ith gravel and paved

s

Detail of hotel's unique hand-painted
wallpaper, some of which has been saved.

over in Oc tober 1967.
. By late 1968, it became apparent that
the old hote l could not provide the kind of
office structure that the county would
need in the future . Talk began about the
possib ility of building a new county
trice bui lding on the Warren Green prop
erty.
A space needs committee headed by
Circuit Court J udge Rayner V. Snead was
charge d to co me up wit h a proposa l,
which involved building new facilities
for the Ci rcuit Court, Treasu rer's
Office, Office of the Comm issioner of
the Reven ue, the Office of the County
Cle rk, and the County Record Roo m.
Plans were soo n developed to demolish
the 1927 an nex at the rear of the origi nal
mai n hot I building, and put in its place a

Annual
Meeting
(Continued fro m Page 2)
who lives in Boyce, Va.
Ms . Kalbian is the president of
Traceries, Inc. Last year, working under a
contract with Fauq uie r County, Ms.
Kalbian conduct d a reconn aissance-level
survey of over 200 structures in the coun
ty.

Wh ile other survey s have been done on
most of Fauquier's more elegant or histor
ically significant propert ies, the survey
condu cted by Ms. Kalbi an focused on
"vern acular" structures - the homes and
commercial buildings o f the averag e
Fauquier resident.
"Often, fam ilies improved their hom es
or added on to them as their fina nc ial con
dition improved," said Ms. Kalbian. The
results of these changes usually reflected
the times, leading to som inte resting
architectur e.
Using colo r slides, Ms. Kal bian
showed the different types of architec ture
she had encountered during the survey,
along with an explanation of the historical
(7 )

two-story 40 ,000 square foot multi-pur
pose structure.
Pro vision was made tha t as many as
three addi tional floors could be added at
a later date. Later, it was determined
that the most effic ien t plan would be to
build a four -story structure, and leave
the two uppe r floors unfin ished until
needed.
The project was approved, and in ea rly
197 1, demo lition of the Warren Green
annex began. Also demo lished to make
way for new construction was the 124
year-old Wallach Building at the corner of
Lee and
ulpeper treets, origina lly a
church, and in later years used as a store.
Construction of the Circuit Courthouse
and county office building started shortly
afterward. Completed at a cost of $1.67
million, the new building was occupied by
the end of 1973.

Into the future
ow, more than four decades after it
was sold, the Warren Green is the center
piece of a county-office reorganization
effort.
It is appropriate that the old hote l
become otrices of Board of Supervisors
and the County Admi nistrator. It will pro
vide a special environment that offers a
constant reminder of the depth of our
county's past, and its importance in deter
m ining our future .

context.
Of gr at inter st
was her recommen
dation
to
the
Fauquier Board of
that
Su pervisors
new Rural Historic
Districts be created.
U sing the informa
t ion she provided
Dep artment of
th em , the Vi rg inia
Hist oric Res o urces ag reed that 21 ma ll
towns, vi llages and ham lets in Fauquie r
co uld be eligible for histori c district sta
tus, if approved by the resi de nts.
"No county in Virginia has mo re eli 
gible communities than Fauq uie r,"said
Ms . Kal bian.
The first four villages to be cons idere d
by the cou nty are Ashville, Delaplane,
Morgantown and New Baltimore.
The app lication pro cess wi ll be com
pleted by late sum mer, wit h pu blic hea r
ings sc heduled to be held in Ma rsha ll in
October.
Benefits to those living in historic
districts incl ude bot h state and fede ral
rehab ilitation tax cre dits.

County bids farewell to Gen. Ripley Robinson, CSA
Ge orge Ripl ey Robinson, a well
known ivi l War re-enactor who lived his
passion and shared it with others for
many years, died March 6 at Fort Lee
Farm , the family homeplace near
Midland as the result of an accident while
cutting wood. He was 82.
Born at Camp Lee Farm, he was the
son of the late George Henry Robinson
and Ann e Lee Blackwell Robinson.
Whe n not attending re-enactments,
studyi ng and discussing the most obscure
details of the Civi l War, or working on his
acco utrements as a genera l in the Army
of Nor thern Virgin ia, he worked as a trim
carpenter.
Gen . Ro binson was a re-enactor for
41 years. He en listed in a re-enactment
unit as a private in the infantry, and co n
tinued to the rank of genera l.
Gen . Robinson's interest in Virginia's
role in the C ivil War came na turall y; he
was prou d to be a de scendent of the Lees
of Virginia . He served wi th othe r kin
dred spi rits as a me mber of the Fry 
Kemper-S trother Camp in Madiso n, and
of the Stuart Mosby Soc iety in
Pennsylvania.
Loca lly, Ge n. Ro binson was a f ixtu re
at most activities con cerned wit h th e
Civil Wa r, ofte n photog raph ed wi th
school ch ildren and oth er ad m irers.
Many time , he was inv ited to visit
schools and private homes , to giv pre
sentations about the Ci vil War and shar
ing his collection of over 200 C ivil War
era projectil es.
When stric ken with cancer in
Febr uary 1999, his many friends rallied
be hind Ge n. Rob inson and his family,
and after lengthy treatment, he recovered
fully.

Ripley Robinson, CSA, as a private at the
beginning of his re-enactment career.

was marked by a d isplay of Co nfed erate
flags and the U.S. nag. Re- enactors in
unifo rm were posted at the doo rs and
bes ide th e ca ske t in wh ich Ge n.
Ro binso n reposed.
The fo llowi ng day, nearly 300 pe r
sons atten ded the buria l at the family
cemetery at Fort Lee Farm. Among those
present was Bob Moats of Rich mond.
who portrays Gen . Robert E. L e.
The proc ession was led by a co lor
guard carrying th e fla gs of eac h of the
Confederate stat " a nd the First
National flag.
They were followed by a drum mer

beating a muffled drum, and the wagon
pulled by two mules dr iven by R. P.
Miller of Bealeton bearing the general's
casket.
Eight pallbearers under the command
of Mike Miller of Warrenton followed,
and then a company-sized group of re
enactors from all over the regi on.
Bringing up the rear was the fam ily in
an automob ile, and then his leg ion of
friends.
The graveside service was performed
by the Rev. 1. Richard Winter. Two squads
of riflemen re-enactors and a ca nnon pro
vided by Car penter's Battery gave the
fi na l three-volley sa lute, followed by
Tap s.
The ancient tradition o f eac h mo urner
cast ing a shovelful of di rt into the g rave
was obse rved.
Alt hough Godfrey or ga nized the
funeral service, he was quick to recognize
the contributions of those who helped. He
noted that in addition to those who pro 
vided the spirit and color, there were
many others.
"T he neighbors came ove r and
trimmed the trees, and someone bro ug ht
in three big loads of g ravel for the dr ive
way," said Godfrey. "I have never w it
ness ed such n outp our ing of support at a
time like this."
Survivors include the General's wife,
Margaret M. Robinson ,who serves the
Society as a docent and tour guide at the
Old Jail Museu m; a dau ghte r, Frances
Anne Robi nso n, a stu de nt at Ma ry
Washington College, Fred erick sburg; and
a sister, Marga ret R. Kemper of
Frederi cksburg.

Memorable send-off
The same support was evident when
word got out that Gen . Robinson had
died.
When G . V "Dink" Godfrey, of
Warrenton, a member of the Sons of
Con federate Vete rans, learned of the
fata l acc iden t, he immediate ly contacted
as many o f Gen. Rob inson's friends and
fellow re-e nactors as he could.
God frey, who for the past three years
has dri ven the roads of Fauquier with
Ge n. Robins on in an effort to catalog the
graves o f a ll Co n federates soldiers
buried here, was awa re of his final wish.
"He wanted a Confederate funeral
befitting a general," said Godfrey. "And
that's what we gave him."
The visitatio n at the funeral home in
Warrenton th e night before the burial
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