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A Celebration That Will Be Long Remembered

Fauquier County Salutes Gen. Lafayette
By MAXWELL HARWAY
President, Fauquier Historical Society
and
RICHARD GOOKIN
Chairman, "Salute to Lafayette"

Recalling the "Salute to Lafayette"
which took place in Warrenton on Sept.
15, 16, and 17, we have many memories
to share.
It was a great, great, great event.
he p,arade w~ SRect£.cular.
The reenactment was authentic and
realistic. The carriages magnifique.
The John Barton Payne Exhibit was
world class.
The Student Art exhibit was inspiring.
The Fete Lafayette was fabulously fes
tive.
The costume ball was a smashing suc
cess.
The educational projects are off to a
good start.
It was a proud moment for Warrenton
and for Virginia. Many people have said
that it was the most impressive event in
Warrenton since the 1959 Bicentennial
Celebration.
It was also a proud moment for the
Fauquier Historical Society. Not only did
the Society propose the event, it put its
own money on the line to make it happen.
As a consequence, not only did we
have a spectacular event that does credit to
the community, it reinforces the Fauquier
Historical Society as a significant commu
nity organization.

Moving ahead
We believe that as a result of this
extremely successful event, it should be
possible for us to do our principal job
more easily and attract new supporters to
our essential educational function of pro-

Charles Whitehouse, portraying Gen. Lafayette, waves to the crowd as he makes his
grand entrance. With him are Will Allison, portraying former Pres. James Monroe,
and David Blake, as Lafayette's son, George Washington Lafayette. Col. David Mailer
(USMC, ret.) behind Mr. Allison, portrayed Col. A. Lavasseur, Lafayette's secretary.
moting Fauquier and Virginia history,
improving our museum and promoting
increased relations with our students.
One of the decisions made along the
way was to hire a professional group to
photograph the parade, the exhibits and
the costume ball.
In the negotiations with the photogra
phers, we decided that we wanted to own
the raw tape. This gives us the possibility
of developing several tapes with different
purposes, working with the Visitors
Center and lor the schools.
Thus, we have at this time 10 hours of
tape that need to be professionally edited
and put in a useful format. Ultimately, we
should have a 30-minute tape of the
Festival.
The success of the Lafayette Festival
gives the Fauquier Historical Society a
new opportunity to carry out its mission,
and your Executive committee will soon
present a detailed educational program

that will capitalize on our momentum and
further that objective.
(Continued on Page 3)

Mezzotint of young Lafayette, loaned by
the Fauquier Heritage Society.

Historical Happenings in Fauquier County

Supervisors create Historic Resources Committee
By JOHN T. TOLER
Newsletter Editor
new county committee tasked with
the job of devel oping a co mprehens ive
plan to inventory, protect and promote
Fauquier C ounty's rich hi storical
resources has been meeting since last
summer.
Creation o f the new task force came
about early thi s year, when the Fauquier
County Board of Supervisors decided
that defining the county ' s hi storical
asset s - and determining how they could
be st be used and pre served - wa s deter
mined to be on e of their priorities in the
coming years.
Citizens known to have an interest in
local hi story were identified by the
board , and by mid- summer. contacts
were made and an organizational struc
ture put in place.
Serving as chairman of the Fauquier
County Hi st oric Research Committee is
Warrenton resident H. Lynn Hopewell, a
bu sinessman and hi storical writer and
researcher wh o has written extensively
b
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HRC Chairman H. Lynn Hopewell
Fauquier's famous Civil War cavalry
unit.
Combining the best of the past with the
technology of the future, Mr. Hopewell
has encouraged the members of his com
mittee to use e-mail to communicate and
the internet to contact other organizations
involved in historic preservation and to
conduct independent research. T he g roup
a Its own Internet e pa ge , oun at:

Fauquier County Commemorates
50th Anniversary of Korean War
For

years, the Korean War has
remained a "forgotten war" for many
Americans. But for those who served in
this bitter contlict and their families, this
was very real and very memorable war.
In order to properly honor those who
served in this war, the U. S. Department
of Defense created the 50th Anniversary
of the Korean War Commemorative
Community Program, by which individ
ual communities across the nation could
participate in the national celebration.
Through the efforts of the Fauquier
Veterans Council - made up of the com
manders of the county's five veterans'
groups, and others Fauquier County
joined the national program early in the
process.
A number of activities focusing on the
Korean War and events honoring local
veterans of that contlict have been held
or are planned, including a ceremony at
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the Fauquier Veterans memori al on
Hospital Hill marking the 50th anniver
sary of the invasion of South Korea by
North Korean forces on June 25 . and
special recognition of Korean War veter
ans at the Veterans Day ceremony on
Nov . II.
Persons seeking more information
about the commemoration may call John
Williams at (540) 347-3285.

Having a Ball at Elway Hall

Fashions of the 1800s, worn by Steven Gregor)' and
his mother, Mrs. Eleanor Gregory.
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Four Distinct Events
What was not rea lized at the beginning
was that we wer e really doing four differ
ent events, each one of which turned out
to be an important activity and would have
been a major proj ect by itself:
• Th e parade-reenactme nt;
• Exhi bits:
• The costum e ball at Elway Hall; and
• Our continuing education projects.
Would we have started all the se at one
time , if we real ized how much work wa s
invol ved ? Very do ubtful.
By the time we realized how large a
task we had undertaken, we were in the
midst of it. It was sink or sw im. So we
swam.
Now that we have reached the distant
shore, we realize how difficult the task
was, and we can now see how far we have
come.

Mrs. Richard Gookin, left, and Mr. Gookin greet Susan Richa rds at the
Costume Ball. In the background is Maxwell Harway.

same purp ose.
Thi s $23, 500 wa s available for promo
tion and was used as follow s:
•
he Devillier ornm unicat
Co
wa paid $10,650 to make a general plan
for the festival.
Positi vely, the Devillier plan initiated
the concept of an educational initiati ve to
continue beyond the three-day festival.
Wc found this a vety useful concept in
helping us rai se fund s and in presenting a
proper motivation for the future.

The Devillier plan developed complete
lists of potential institutional donors, as
well as lists of med ia of a ll categories .
How 'CI, a
practica
ter, \V
found that our campaign of fundraising
from outside funding so ur ces wa s start
ed too late, since mo st o f the granting
organizations make up their donation
lists well in advance, and that we were

(Continued on Page 4)

Financial results
Now, let us examine the financial
result of the Festival.
Thc FH committed $20,000 to pro
mote and ki ck- start thi s project.
Furtherm ore, the Marg aret Spilman
Bowde n Foundation gav e SI ,OOO, and the
Ridgefie ld Foundation gave $2 ,500 for the

Guests enjoyed the colorful costumes and socializing at Elway Hall. Susie Rowe and
husband David, of Jeffersonton, enjoy a moment with Tom Wyld, of Warrenton.
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A Parade Through Old Warrenton

Among the most colorful units in th e " Salute to La fayette" parade was the U. S.
Army's Old Gu ard Fife and Drum Cor ps.
Students of Marshall Middle School, car
rying a banner, salute Gen. Lafayette.

b afayette
Co ntinued from Page 3)
too late for this year.
With our successful festival and our
continuing educational program, these
lists shou ld be useful for future projects of
the Society.
The Dev illier study also presented us
with extensive lists of media of all types
which were extremely useful during our
later publ icity campaign.
• Michael Moorhead, who was hired as
Festival Coordinator and performed a
number of valuable services, was paid
$2,500.
• Promoting the festival cost $7,200.
This included developing a logo, printing,
postage, brochures, posters, stationery,
etc.
We believe that the fine quality of our
printed materials, our invitations, ball
tickets, etc. were a credit to our Society
and were instrumental in giving our events
the superb character that everyone com
mented on.
• The estival raised $68,000 in fund s
directly donated to the Fauquier Historical
Society.
In addition, $16,600 was committed to

Fauquier Count ' schoolchildren in breeches and three-corn ered ats sa t at curb
side, waving small American and French nags as the entourage passed by.
our educational proj ects by organiz atio ns
which supported these proj ects dire ctly, in
some cas es paying bi lls that we submitted
to them.
These organ izati ons inclu de the Town
of Warrenton, the Co mm ittee on
Excellence in Educati on, the Ruritans. the
Fauquier Co unty sc hoo ls an d the
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American Legion.
There were also donation' in kind of
over 5,000.
Most of the act ivities con nected with
the Fest ival we re financia lly neg tive,
that is, the vents cost more to produce
(Con tinued on Page 5)

Lafayette
(Continued from Page 5)
increased costs:
• Because of the inadequacies of the
septic system, it was necessary to rent a
large Porta-John at a cost of $2,000 .
• The uneven terrain surrounding the
hou se required three small tents, rather
than one large tent.
• On the day of the ball, the weather
turned very cold . This necessitated the
last-minute need to install heaters, tent
flaps and additional electrical connec
tion s. This raised our tent cost s to $9,000.
• Because it was necessary to move
the furniture thre e times, we incurred an
additional cost of $975.
• We had borrowed eight crystal chan
deli ers from a friendly finn in Maryland.
Because our borrowed truck broke down,
we had to rent a truck for $300 .
Despite the se increased costs, the ball
was a financial success and an enormous
social success.

The Parade
Our reenactment and parade were
spectacular. All three local papers , The
Washington Post Loudoun Section and
Middleburg Life had pictures in color.
The four carriages were ma gnificen
The Old Guard ga ve the parade just the
right color of the period. The reenacting
personnel were realistic.
There were seven descen dants of the
1825 welcoming committee part icipating.
A letter from the oldest living descendant
of Lafayette was received and read .
The French government was repre
sented by the Consul General in
Washington. Media representation was
good, including French Television. We
heard many, many compliments on the
parade-reenactment.

Lafayette Exhibits
One of the high points of the Festival
were the exhibits at the John Barton
Payn e Building and the student exhibits at
the Warren Green Hotel.
The main exhibit was really world
class .
In addition to several local items, we
had loans from the Society of Cinc innati ,
the State Department , the Library of
Congress, and several museums; actual
lette rs by Lafayette and George
Washington Lafayette; items actually in
the possession of Lafayette or presents
from him to prominent Americans; as
well as items made in commemoration of
his visit were on display.
Our taping will show each of the

Master of Ceremonies Willard Scott (center) is joined on the podium Charles
Whitehouse (left) and Maxwell Harway.
important item s with explanations of their
origin and significance.
The Student Exhibition at the Warren
Green Hotel was astonishing in its origi
nality. Most of us were surprised to learn
how deeply the Lafayette Festival gener
ated interest and captivated the enthusi
asm of students at all levels.
The French Consul General read with
interest and astonishment about eight let
ters to the Marquis de Lafayette from stu
dents in the local French classes.

The Concert
Thro ug h the cooperation of the
ristofo ri Foundation, arrangements were
made to bring a very tal ented young
pianist, Mar ia Fomina, from 1 ew York to
give a concert of French and French
inspired music at the Presbyterian Church
on Sunday afternoon.
The proceeds of the concert were
donated to the Festival.

Educational Programs
Continuation of the educational pro
gram beyond the termination of the
Festival was both planned by the Society
and promised to the community.
In addition to $16,600 committed by
outside organizations as a result of our
Lafayette promotion, the Society should
have between $18 ,000 and $20 ,000 avail
able for further education projects.
We would recommend that a special
Education Committee be created, Which,
toget r w ith th e Exc u i c om mitt c,
should present a program for the expendi
ture of the se funds to th e Board of
Directors.
We are pleased with the fruits of our
labors. The work that has been started will
continue to benefit our county in the
future.
Vive la France. Vive les Etats Unis.
Vive la belle Virginia. And vive la
Fauquier Historical Society.
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Lafayette
(Continued from Page 4)
than any funds they might have raised.
Some, such as the parade and the reen
actment, raised no money. Others raised
very minimal amounts; in most cases,
only a few hundred dollars.

Publicity
At some point, we felt that the public
ity was not advancing as we would have
liked. We missed most of the national
magazines.
Responsibility for publicity fell to the
Fauquier Historical Society President and
Festival Chairman, who eventually con
tacted over 80 newspapers in Virginia, a
number of national contacts, including
Willard Scott's announcement on the
Today Show, and of course, the French
press.
We recognize that a better job would
have been done if we had started the pub
licity campaign earlier.
Also, fundraising in the local business
community was spotty. Under the right
circumstances, more could have been
done in this area.

The meeting room of the Warren Green Building was transformed into an art gallery
to display interpretations of Lafayette by count)' students.

The Costume Ball
The principal activity developed as a
fund rai ser was the Costume Ball at
Elway Hall. This spectacular event col
lected the sum of $50,000.
Our original budget for the ball was
below $30,000, but because of the unusu
al problems we ran into, the actual costs
were about $35,000.
However, the success of the ball gen
erated enough funds so that it still left us
with a profit of $15,000 available for our
future educational projects.
The opportunity to use Elway hall for
the ball was unusual. It is an old, presti
gious building on Springs Road, the road
Lafayette took to reach Warrenton.
Many Warrentonians had known the
building under previous ownerships. The
new owners were in the process of reha
bilitating and refurbishing it.
Painting and construction went on to
the very day of the ball.
Because of the need to get the building
ready in time and to meet special prob
lems , certain unexpected costs were gen
erated, thus driving up our expenses.
Here are a few examples of these
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The amount of care and preparation that went into each portrait was evident. Above,
Mme. Lafayette and the General; below, an artist's conception of the visit in 1825.

(Continued on Page 6)
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