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ATG Europe cooperation with MT Aerospace for the 

development of Ariane 6 Black Upper Stage  
 
MT Aerospace and ATG Europe join forces to design and validate a “Light weight upper 

stage unpressurised structure” for the Ariane 6. The activity kicked-off in Augsburg on 
the 23rd of October marks the begin of the first step towards the adoption of innovative 

technologies and manufacturing methodologies aiming at reducing weight, costs and lead time 
in the manufacturing of the European launcher's upper stage. The industrial heritage and 

capabilities of MT Aerospace, and ATG Europe's proprietary technology and methodology 
provide an important synergistic ground on which to build towards an increase of Europe's 
competitiveness in the New Space scenario. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Carsten Landmann CFO MT Aerospace & Alberto Donadoni CCO ATG Europe 

 
This project is a significant step towards the application of an innovative and competitive 

technology, such as grid stiffened composite, in mission critical space components.         
"This is a key milestone for our organization, we are very proud to cooperate with MT 

Aerospace  and contributing to the technology developments of the challenging Ariane 6 
programme to play a crucial role in New Space", says Gian Carlo Coletta  ATG Europe CEO. 

“With the appropriate adoption of our innovative grid-stiffened technology, it is expected to 
achieve significant savings by aggressively reducing production costs and overall weight” 



 
 

Grid Stiffened Composite structures are a promising solutions and have long been of 
interest as a replacement for traditional structures for aerospace applications. Such interest is 

motivated by its multiple advantages amongst which the cost per unit weight is the most 
attractive one. ATG Europe has patented a wide cost-efficient manufacturing methodology for 
fiber placed grid-stiffened structures that allows manufacturing high quality, complex 

integrated grid stiffened composite products in a one-shot process, representing a significant 
overall weight and cost saving for aerospace structures. 

 
ATG Europe is the leading provider of specialized engineering, scientific and technical services 
to the aerospace and high-tech industry. The company employs over 250 professional 

engineers, consultants and scientists who are committed to delivering innovative solutions to 
meet the most demanding engineering challenges.  

 
MT Aerospace is an internationally leading company in the field of aerospace and defense as 
well as a global partner for antennas and mechatronics. MT Aerospace develop and produce 

essential subsystems for the European launch vehicle ARIANE, the Airbus fleet as well as 
spacecraft’s and satellites. 

 
 

For further information please contact: 
Alberto Donadoni – alberto.donadoni@atg-europe.com  

http://www.ATG-Europe.com  
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