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Development of Hiroshima castle town

In 1589, Terumoto Mori named Goka village on the Ota
river estuary Hiroshima and commenced its fortification with
Hiroshima castle. He took up residence in the castle in 1591.
In 1600, Masanori Fukushima replaced Terumoto Mori as the
lord of Aki province and improved the castle town and the
roads and sea routes of this western section of Japan. In the
Edo era, Nagaakira Asano, the first of the clan dynasty, be-
came the lord and further developed commerce, consequently
Hiroshima castle town flourished as the largest city of the Seto
Inland Sea. Especially, Nakajima neighborhood (the present
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park) became a central commer-
cial area where land and sea routes intersected. In this way,
Hiroshima can be said to have flourished due to the presence

of water.
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Hiroshima, a military-base city

In 1871, Hiroshima prefecture was established, and the pre-
fectural office was founded inside Hiroshima castle. In the
same year, Japanese military were stationed in the inner citadel
of the castle and use of the castle gradually changed for it to
become a military base. In 1886, the Hiroshima army was re-
named the Fifth Division. In April 1887, 13 towns (previously
known as Minami Hiroshima), four towns (previously known
as Kita Hiroshima) and four towns (previously known as Ni-
shi Hiroshima) all inside the castle jurisdiction, were merged
to become the current Motomachi. In 1894, when the Si-
no-Japanese war broke out, the Imperial Headquarters moved
into Hiroshima castle along with the Meiji emperor. The
backdrop to this was the opening of Ujina ferry port in 1889
followed by connection of the Sanyo Railway to Hiroshima
and construction of the Ujina streetcar line for the military in
1894. Hiroshima established its status as a military-base city

with Motomachi as its backbone in that era.
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In 1945 (Showa era 20) on August 6th at 08:15 local time,
the American military executed the first ever nuclear attack
by detonating an atomic bomb above the city, and central Hi-
roshima was completely destroyed. Hiroshima city describes
what happened as: “Mass destruction and mass slaughter was
caused indiscriminately in an instant. Furthermore, radiation
injuries continued to torture survivors for a long time after
the devastation.” The area within a 2 km diameter of the hy-
pocenter (formerly Shima Hospital Department of Internal
Medicine, currently Shima Medical Clinic, 1-5-25 Otemachi
Naka-ku Hiroshima-city) is regarded to have been completely

razed to the ground and burned including Motomachi.
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'The atomic bombing and Motomachi
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In 1946, Hiroshima city established a reconstruction bureau.
However, the reconstruction program was not implemented
immediately due to lack of funds, but proceeded after the ‘Hi-
roshima Peace Memorial City Construction Law’ was enacted
on the 6th of August, 1949. The population of Hiroshima
city was approximately 250,000 before the atomic bombing,
but the total number of casualties by the end of 1945 was
said to be about 140,000. However, by 1947 the population
had recovered to 240,000 and the shortage of dwellings be-
came a serious problem. Although, in 1946, Hiroshima city
constructed emergency housing in Motomachi on the former
military site, the number of homes was insufficient to meet
the increasing demand. This situation led to the accumulation

of illegal makeshift homes along the banks of the Ota river.

Reconstruction of Hiroshima and Motomachi
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Current Motomachi (features, tasks, revitalization plan)
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When 40 years had passed since the Motomachi district rede-
velopment program was conceived, there were many problems
including age-related dilapidation of buildings, deterioration
of local communities due to the declining birthrate and ag-
ing population, and increasing numbers of vacant shops and
stores. To address those problems, a meeting of the Commit-
tee for Revitalization of Motomachi Residential District and
workshops on community and shopping center revitalization
were held with consideration to housing, commerce and
public welfare. And in 2013, it was decided that Hiroshima

city would coordinate the Revitalization Plan of Motomochi
Residential District. Motomachi is fundamental to Hiroshima.
Having iconic historical and geographical features, it is sym-
bolic of Hiroshima city. Therefore, the plan to revitalize Mo-
tomachi residential district can be said to be a plan not only
for community revitalization but to update and revitalize the
symbolic area of Hiroshima city. Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Park is widely recognized as an area symbolizing Hiroshima.
Although this park and Motomachi are located next to each

other, the latter seems to be less recognized.
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Model Program No.11

=2 > 22— Bl

Kyoto Art Center visit
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Community program No.01
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Motomachi screening party “THE CATS OF MIRIKITANI”
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Community program No.02
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Workshop “Let's make a Rainbow Road!”
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Taking part in local event No.01
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Community program No.03

BT 7 my e 7 bR 1,2, 3

Information exchange sessions of Motomachi Project, No.1,2,3
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Study Program No.01
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Pinhole Camera lesson at Hiroshima City Motomachi elementary school
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Study Program No.02
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Motomachi cafe

ML eEBh7 o] &, HIrEEthRIcHA» S EEZ
MEOAG, BN ETS TS & O FZEHET 5 HIY T,
JRESTNI R & JREAS R EANEHE U K22 O 240
HLEGROIEE LTV T,

& CHICIRIBTINI R OZAD, HITEEHIX D> h
ETOLLEBAT o, s TOFLIOBHIZ DV
CIREER O AN THARZITOH LA
IN—HED E LT, WRFAEDET 10 HDSINE
MEED ., HASHEZITOEN S ARV M THE
iz THEX LIz, RHETIE8HDANY R
BT, MR ESHEBOANE L S BT ONE
W, BRARTATT LAWK LT, b EBA
TrORIARFIVOER. RBLAT T FOTHA
VIR LR RRGHNIREDEENEZ, hT AN

88

Y ORI OEE R REFTANDRWEDE L L
. IREESEREOEEIMTO, T T h oMz
TN U T RAE Uiz, NS 23 EHTS 3 v
iy 2—R EORMIHCRED F LI, 2 LG
4HICDINTED., @ET /- FORHEN SR
RABT b, B LCHEHRIRCAWT—7215%
TETREGERZDLD, 2O N TRGLENT IV—
VEMYEYT LAV VIV EKEEEY 12— R
2R TRBENRE L X Lz, 2 HEOERHIFRICH
500 AAYEAN. EITICARDWARIHE N E Lz,



Ih..

KD S5 & RS B EAR Y T

AT L HhT Y R—OkkT

FIHE 0 201548 H5H UK. 6 H OK) 12:00-18:00

FEfasyan  Ey Y a v ¥y ey 2—RE E—H

Zh#E T AR T L RBTNIREEA (54, IREEERYAE (104)
R B #9500 %

89



i i

o il

".Eu

B R R
Mol

T
.

L ¥

o [N

*

1!'_ q 2 -l1
Wal mii

g il
i

i




. .

iﬁ‘ivﬁmr_ﬁﬁ_ﬂsa)/r" ARL—v 3y




=7 LR YT DNTG Y R

92



T—=)VRAT &) FHETHELAWY

93












: ; N : '-m'. |
RNNTUN A
L SN NE

=

L

-,
=
o
S
J
—
=




SOR. WEvavEr F v i=-HETF= A7 DMt

HeEBh7T1 754V —

MEKDEEZ A=V ET 27 IVICTHA VL,
7,000 &7z Hllile JABRNO KT & BTk, Rl S—
V3 YOTHA T, 3,000 Sk L E Lz,

98



6EEBHT1) FFaAV2Y—Bg

LLEEDBHT DR S HH X TORFAINDHEN
e RF 2 A2 ) —{ED, RS RN SR O
E&->THFENE L e,

L (OMIN TRV R INER YL 6eSt

99



KIGERT Vr— FORER
#1500 4, 241 BB REIEZST,

1. BEITE(ETDSBH

ié

104

20 £~ 304K
40 £~ 50 1€
60 £~ 704
80 X
(BE131%)

1. BEEEORHE

1048
20 £~ 304K
40 X~ 50 1€
60 £~ 704K
80 1€

& ' (B411%)

1. BEIE(EDS (BRERH)

1048

20 %~ 301§

40X~ 50

60 %~ 70 1§

80 1%
\ (Bf1%)

100

2. BEEIEETEVLSE

N

2. BEETEETEVRHE

D

2. EEIEETEVA (BRAEF)

)

104

20 £~ 304K
40 £~ 50 1€
60 £~ 704
801X
(BE131%)

10 ££
20~ 304K
40 i~ 50 1€
60 £~ 704
80 1€
(B411%)

10 1%

20 £~ 304K
40 £~ 50 1€
60 £~ 70 1€
80 1€
(B£i1%)



PR 27 ARIE < T O8> 4% No.03
Study Program No.03
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Motomachi Shopping Center Search Map
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Study Program No.04
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Let’s Decorate Motomachi! Christmas Decoration.
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Interchange Program No.02
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Graduation work of Hiroshima City Motomachi elementary school
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Interaction Program No.03
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Participation in local events
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Interchange Program No.04
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Special M talk: Year-end report
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Interaction Program No.05
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Interchange Program No.06
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Motomachi Project Presentation Meeting at Hirishima City Motomachi High School
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Study Program No.01
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Motomachi Cafe vol.2
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