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Welcome to the Development Reading and Writing Course (UGRW1200)! This UNT Dallas course uses a unified approach that aligns with departmental processes to deliver impactful, rigorous instruction to students in the developmental education program.

UGRW1200 is a corequisite course with Computer-Assisted College Writing I (ENGL1313); however, only the developmental course will be governed by a unified syllabus, allowing you, as the instructor, to develop your own syllabus for the credit-bearing academic course while adhering to departmental guidelines.

Syllabus Shell
For convenience, a fully prepared syllabus shell has been created, ready for download, only needing the necessary changes specified below:
· Instructor Name
· Instructor Email
· Classroom Location
· Meeting Days and Times

Instructional Implementation
For UGRW1200, we will follow the scheduled curriculum. All materials (e.g., assignment sheets, handouts, PDFs) are prepared and in the "Unified 1200" folder. These materials are not to be substituted, but instructors may add other materials that support their teaching style. 

Two (2) embedded Evaluation Checks are designated during the sixteen-week semester, allowing students to demonstrate their readiness and exit the course, focusing solely on ENGL1313 for the rest of the semester. The evaluation check requires all three criteria for early dismissal; partial completion is insufficient. The essential benchmarks are as follows:
1. Student must have a current grade of eighty (80) or better
2. Student must not have more than two (2) unexcused absences
3. Instructor evaluation of observed proficiency in college-level literacy 

Starting Week 9, coursework shifts to the NCBO model and becomes individualized. The instructor will decide how the class meets for the rest of the semester based on students’ needs to improve their preparedness. After the Evaluation Check, assignments listed serve as models or can be replaced with alternative exercises to ensure student readiness. Not all students may have the same assignments to address their specific literacy challenges.

At the second evaluation, the first criterion changes from a grade of eighty (80) to seventy (70) to encourage student achievement and build confidence.

Supporting ENGL1313
UGRW1200 supports the introductory-level writing in the core college writing course through the co-requisite model. All work in the course aims to improve writing and aligns with the units taught through both courses. For this reason, your ENGL1313 syllabus needs to be parallel with the UGRW syllabus timeline to keep everything coordinated and flowing smoothly.

Since each instructor is responsible for developing their ENGL1313 syllabus based on the four major essay assignments and required readings, balancing the readings with the writing demands is essential. In class sessions with two lessons available, the instructor can select either assignment to address the specific needs they identify in the course. Intentionally, we are allowing for more in-depth discussions and exercises to support student development in a coordinated effort. Having supplemental materials easily accessible helps sustain a consistent thematic approach and accommodates the natural variation in your presentation as the instructor of record. The overall focus is to ensure student progress in the credit-bearing course through the work completed in this support initiative.  	Comment by M Miles: alternate: 
more than one lesson

Most assignments for this course should be completed as in-class assignments, reserving designated homework for ENGL1313 to further the student’s reading and writing ability at the collegiate level. As we encourage academic rigor, we want to be mindful not to overwhelm students and ensure UGRW is a course helping them succeed in college writing (and beyond). As instructors, our desire is for you to consistently promote student growth and success.  

The Four Majors
ENGL1313 includes four major essays assigned at regular intervals during the semester, designed to enhance students’ critical thinking and have them think rhetorically about the world. This course supports those aims by scaffolding understanding and writing to enhance comprehension and voice in academic spaces. The four unit sections are:

Literacy Narratives: reflecting on how they have developed their writing, reading, and other language abilities. 
Discourse Communities: exploring the various means and methods in which different groups communicate effectively. 
Entering New Discourse Communities: understanding how to meet requirements for acceptance by unfamiliar discourse groups. 
Academic Discourse: examining rhetorical elements to help students better understand the standards of college-level academic writing. 

Understanding these thematic units allows you to fine-tune instruction in terms of the course’s overall goal and benefits your evaluation of student readiness to succeed. Remember, our objective in this course is to emphasize progress over perfection.
Schedule Utilization
The schedule guides how to use the syllabus and time effectively. While elements like class performance and weather affect completion, everyone should aim to follow it. The schedule uses Class 1 and 2 for course days (e.g., Monday-Wednesday or Tuesday-Thursday).	Comment by M Miles: Alternate wording:
The schedule guides effective use of the syllabus and instruction time. While factors like class performance and weather impact the schedule, everyone should try to follow it. For universality, Class 1 and Class 2 represent instruction regardless of course days.

	Week 
	Unit
	
	UGRWActivities/ Assignments

	Week 1
	
	Class 1:
	Course Introduction
“Why Read?” by Mark Edmundson

	
	
	Class 2:
	“The Poor Scholar’s Soliloquy” by Stephen M. Corey 

	Week 2
	Literacy Narratives
	Class 1:
	Crafting the Narrative
Writing Skill I
“How to Tell a Captivating Story” 
by Elise Hu and Audrey Nguyen

	
	
	Class 2:
	Excerpt from Black Boy by Richard Wright

	Week 3
	
	Class 1:
	-         Labor Day - No Classes        -  
“Literacy Narratives Explained” (CUNY)
Essay Organization

	
	
	Class 2:
	“The Art of Eating Spaghetti” by Russell Baker
"Superman and Me" by Sherman Alexie

	Week 4
	
	Class 1:
	Writing Development - Pomodoro
Sentence Structure/Variety

	
	
	Class 2:
	What College Ready Means
Grammar Review

	Week 5
	Discourse Communities
	Class 1:
	Making an argument
Structure of the Argumentative Essay

	
	
	Class 2:
	The English House of Commas
Writing Skill II

	Week 6
	
	Class 1:
	“What is Discourse” (Grammarly

	
	
	Class 2:
	Writing Development - Pomodoro

	Week 7
	
	Class 1:
	Dissecting Discourse Communities
Communicating Clearly
· Clarity in Writing
· Revising

	
	
	Class 2:
	Writing Skill III
Argumentative Essay due

	Week 8
	
	Class 1:
	Writing Development - Pomodoro
Rhetorically Made: Understanding 

	
	
	Class 2:
	Topic Construction
“Understanding Discourse Communities” by Dan Melzer

	Evaluation Check No. 1





	Week 
	Unit
	
	UGRWActivities/ Assignments

	Week 9
	New Discourse Community
	Class 1:
	How Analysis Works
“The Pleasures of Eating” by Wendell Berry

	
	
	Class 2:
	"On Culinary Americanization of First-Gen Immigrants"
by Priya Fielding-Singh

	Week 10
	
	Class 1:
	“Ethics in the Age of AI” by Kelin Pan

	
	
	Class 2:
	[bookmark: _gom1d1miytms]“Discourse Communities And Communities Of Practice: Membership, Conflict, And Diversity”
by Ann Johns

	Week 11
	
	Class 1:
	[bookmark: _wx1ibqig51kx]“Discourse Communities And Communities Of Practice: Membership, Conflict, And Diversity”
by Ann Johns

	
	
	Class 2:
	Writing Development - Pomodoro

	Week 12
	Academic Discourse
	Class 1:
	Interview and Profile Discourse Community Member

	
	
	Class 2:
	"Bias In AI Amplifies Our Own Biases, Finds Study" (TechXplore)

	Evaluation Check No. 2

	Week 13
	
	Class 1:
	Matching Audience and Purpose

	
	
	Class 2:
	Writing Development - Pomodoro

	Week 14
	
	Class 1:
	Presentation: DC Introduction

	
	
	Class 2:
	-       Thanksgiving Break       -

	Week 15
	
	Class 1:
	Rhetoric Review

	
	
	Class 2:
	Final Paper Development

	Week 16
	
	Class 1:
	Finals Week

	
	
	Class 2:
	Finals Week



