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St James’, Stonehaven and St Philip’s, Catterline  
Interim Rector. The Dean, the Very Rev Francis Bridger. 
Vestry Secretary: Anne O’Gorman, 

 The copy deadline for the June Newsletter is Sunday 27th May.   
Reminders will not be sent out. 
St James Episcopal Church, Stonehaven .Scottish Registered Charity No. SC000301 
St Philip’s Episcopal Church, Catterline Scottish Registered Charity No. SC023282 

 

  

GROUP CONVENORS 

  

Property David Fleming 

Communication Peter Sharp 

Music David Fleming 

Social Val Cadd 

Lay Reader emeritus Arma Iles 

Weekly Pew Sheet Diana Peters 

Hall Management David Fleming 

Protection of Vulnerable Groups Officer Irene Paterson 

Vestry Peter Sharp 
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Services at St. James’ & St Philip’s  during  
May 2018 

 
Sundays. 
 9.00 a.m.   Said Eucharist  
10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist  
 
Second Wednesday in the month. 
10.30 a.m. Eucharist and Healing Service 
 
No services at St Philip’s, Catterline until further notice. 
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Day/Date Event 

6th May 
6th Sunday after 
Easter 
 
 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Eucharist Rev. Jane Nelson 

9th May 
 
 

10.30 Reserved Sacrament and  
Healing Service.  
Arma Iles 

13th May 
Sunday after  
Ascension 
 
Songs of Praise 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 David Fleming/Anne O’Gorman 

20th May 
 
Whitsunday  
 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 

27th May 
 
Trinity Sunday 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 

DIARY NOTES  May 2018 
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10.30 am 
Lessons 1+2 

10.30 am 
Gospel 

Greeter Coffee Rota 

Diana Peters Richard 
Clark 

Stella Wilson Diane  
Fleming 

Edward  
Dickens 

Heather 
Grant 

Anne Sproul Doreen  
Brankin 

Irene Paterson Diana Peters Diana Peters Irene  
Paterson 

Ellie McLeod Peter Sharp Ellie McLeod Peter Sharp 

Val Cadd David Smail David Smail Val Cadd 
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Date 
 

Readings 

6th May 

6th Sunday after 
Easter 

Acts 10.44-48 
Ps 98  
1 Jn 5.1-6  
Jn 15.9-17 

13th May 

Sunday after       
Ascension 

Acts 1.15-17,21-26 
Ps 1  
1 Jn 5.9-13  
Jn 17.6-19 

20th May 

Whitsunday 

Acts 2.1-21 or Ezek 37.1-14 
Ps 104.25-35,37  
Ro 8.22-27 or Acts 2.1-21  
Jn 15.26-27;16.4b-15 

27th May 

Trinity Sunday 

Is 6.1-8  
Ps 29  
Ro 8.12-17  
Jn 3.1-17 

3rd June 

1st Sunday after 
Trinity 

Dt 5.12-15 
Ps 81.1-10  
2 C 4.5-12  
Mk 2.23-3.6 

Readers, Greeters, Vestry and Coffee Rota 
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From Very Rev. Dr Francis Bridger  
 

BEING CHURCH, BEING MISSIONAL 
 

“Mission” is one of those words we hear a lot about these days. 
“Mission-shaped church”, “whole church mission policy”, 
“mission statement”, “missional leadership” - they’re all part of 
the Church’s lexicon of the twenty-first century.  
 
This shift represents a remarkable turn in the way the Church 
has for much of its history thought of itself. Mission, until the 
late twentieth century, was something that happened overseas 
to other people.  The task of the Church “at home” was to  
minister to its flock and to do good works.   
 
The steady cultural erosion of faith and the growing distance 
between organised religion and the vast majority of people  
outside the churches has changed all that. The continuing  
decline of mainstream denominations makes the task of  
mission even more urgent. The choice has become stark –  
mission or demise.  But what is mission?  
 
The first thing for us to realise is that it’s not just another name 
for a membership drive. If we view it in that way, we shall miss 
the point. To be sure, effective mission will draw people into 
the Church’s orbit, but that is not its main purpose.  
 
The aim of mission is to make the love of God known and to 
draw people into God’s orbit. As we speak of Jesus Christ, and 
as our lives show forth his love, we make faith real to the world 
around us. Far more real than mere words or intellectual 
knowledge about religion. Our desire in mission is that those 
outside Christian faith will come to know God; and as they do 
so, to find their lives transformed.  
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Put another way, mission is about reaching out with the Good 
News - the Gospel – of Jesus and making disciples of those for 
whom Christian faith is something that other people do. The 
heart of the Gospel – of mission – is the transforming love of 
Christ that changes individuals and changes societies (for 
transformation is more than an individual thing). This is much 
more than the idea of mission as a membership drive.  
 
But how do we do it? For most of us, that’s the hardest part 
and will involve some hard thinking.  Can we be radical 
enough to imagine the Church not as a kind of holy club, but as 
an outward-looking, living organism geared to serve those  
outside its walls, and – the litmus test – ready to face the  
challenge of change, however difficult that might be. This is a 
challenge all denominations are having to face.  
 
But as we move through Eastertide with its message of new life 
and then towards Pentecost with its promise of the  
empowering Holy Spirit, we are offered hope. For mission  
begins with God; and just as he calls us to mission, so he helps 
us as we respond to his call.  
 
What might this mean in practice?  Watch this space… 
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surrounding community. For centuries thereafter the Archbishop 
of Canterbury was always a monk. 
 
Dunstan took an active role in politics under Edgar and his  
successor Edward, but under the next king, Ethelred, he retired 
from politics and concentrated on running the Canterbury  
cathedral school for boys, where he was apparently successful in 
raising the academic standards while reducing the incidence of 
corporal punishment. On Ascension Day in 988, he told the  
congregation that he was near to death, and died two days later. 
 
26th – Augustine of Canterbury. in the fifth century Britain was 
invaded by non-Christian Germanic tribes: the Angles, Saxons, 
and Jutes. They conquered the native Celtic Christians, or drove 
them north and west into Cornwall, Wales, Scotland, and  
Ireland. From these regions Celtic Christian missionaries  
returned to England to preach the Gospel to the heathen  
invaders.  
 
Meanwhile, the Bishop of Rome, Gregory the Great, decided to 
send missionaries from Rome, a group of monks led by their  
prior, Augustine. They arrived in Kent in 597, and the king, 
whose wife was a Christian, allowed them to settle and preach. 
Their preaching was outstandingly successful, and in 601 the 
king himself was converted and baptised. Augustine was  
consecrated bishop and established his headquarters at  
Canterbury. From his day to the present, there has been an  
unbroken succession of archbishops of Canterbury. 
 
(Based on James Kiefer's Christian Biographies ) 



 

�� 

restoration in the tenth century, Dunstan played the leading 
role. He was born of an upper-class family, and sent to court, 
where he did not fit in. At the urging of his uncle, the Bishop of 
Westminster, he became a monk and a priest, and returned to 
Glastonbury, where he built a hut near the ruins of the old 
monastery, and devoted himself to study, music, metal working 
(particularly the art of casting church bells, an art which he is 
said to have advanced considerably), and painting. A  
manuscript illuminated by him is in the British Museum. He 
returned to court and was again asked to leave; but then King 
Edmund had a narrow escape from death while hunting, and in 
gratitude recalled Dunstan and in 943 commissioned him to  
re-establish monastic life at Glastonbury. Under his direction, 
Glastonbury became an important centre both of monasticism 
and of learning. The next king, Edred, adopted Dunstan's ideas 
for various reforms of the clergy  and for relations with the 
Danish settlers. These policies made Dunstan popular in the 
North of England, but unpopular in the South. 
 
Edred was succeeded by his sixteen-year-old nephew Edwy, 
whom Dunstan openly rebuked for unchastity. The furious  
Edwy drove Dunstan into exile, but the North rose in rebellion 
on his behalf. When the dust settled, Edwy was dead, his  
brother Edgar was king, and Dunstan was Archbishop of  
Canterbury. The coronation service which Dunstan compiled 
for Edgar is the earliest English coronation service of which the 
full text survives, and is the basis for all such services since, 
down to the present. With the active support of King Edgar, 
Dunstan re-established monastic communities at Malmesbury, 
Westminster, Bath, Exeter, and many other places. Around 970 
he presided at a conference of bishops, abbots, and abbesses, 
which drew up a national code of monastic observance, the 
Regularis Concordia. It followed Benedictine lines, but under it 
the monasteries were actively involved in the life of the          
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Vestry Minutes 12th March 2018 
 
Matters Arising 
A reminder of the joint meeting with St Ternan’s and the 
Dean on 14th March.  
 
Irene has put up a copy of the Good Conduct Policy on the 
Baptistery notice board. 
 
Arma is awaiting a reply from Georgie Middleton, the lay 
reader. 
 
Data protection information should soon be available from 
the Diocese. 
 
Correspondence 
The Worship Group had received a letter from Pam saying 
she is planning to spend more time doing her complementary 
therapy work.  Anne is to write to thank her for all her work 
at St James and Vestry hope to see her at St James in the  
future.   
 
Peter had received a letter from Connons acting as Executor 
of the late Robert M Guild who died on 3rd February 2018.  In 
his will he has left a legacy of £25,000 to the Church for  
general Church purposes. 
 
David had received a cheque for the wedding on 7th April.  
Anne asked about the flowers and a florist is to do the floral 
decorations.   
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Main Account    £34,849.65 
Fabric Fund Account   £22,203.49 
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Building Account   £36,097.70 
St Philip’s          £764.45 
 
Peter has applied for water rate exemption for the church.  This 
has been authorised. 
 
Report on St James 
A possible date for the Quinquennial Review is 2nd May in the 
evening. 
 
The Vestry looked at the paperwork required for this review, 
one of the items being a 3-year budget plan.  Peter has prepared 
this and it was agreed by the Vestry. 
 
Anne will check that vestry members have completed all the 
necessary forms. 
 
Some amendments were also made to the profiles of St James 
and St Philips. 
 
Analysis of Future Needs 
Peter Sharp will give Sandy the phone number for the Dean for 
St Andrews so he can get some information on their churches 
working together.   
 
Worship 
The rota is complete until the end of July.  The next joint service 
with St Ternan’s is on 29th April.  Bishop Bruce Cameron will 
preside.  Anne will speak to Irene about refreshments. 
 
Fabric 
Church: The window in the organ loft has been removed for 
repair.  The electricians have now started work and this should 
last about 2 weeks.  There will be a lot of mess in the church 
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Lay Representatives and Clergy in the diocese. Each candidate 
will make a presentation to the Synod giving a brief account of 
their views on the future of the diocese and the role of the  
bishop. Following this Synod will agree a series of questions 
that it then puts to the candidate.  
 
Having heard all presentations and questions, Synod retires and 
reconvenes on 2nd June when it will vote on the candidates. To 
be successful a candidate must receive a majority of votes in 
each house i.e. clergy and laity. Should a simple majority not be 
achieved on the first vote then Synod must vote again, this time 
putting candidates in order of preference. If there is a majority 
of first preference votes in each house then that candidate is 
elected. If not, the candidate with fewest first preference votes is 
excluded and their votes redistributed according to their second 
preference. This is repeated until only two candidates are left. If 
there is still no majority then Synod must vote again. If that fails 
to produce a majority the election is declared void and the  
appointment will be made by the College of Bishops. 
 
So whatever happens, we will know who is to be our new  
bishop in the coming weeks. 
 
Peter Sharp 
 
May in the Christian Year 
 
Here are a couple of anniversaries that fall in May. 
 
19th - Dunstan of Canterbury. Dunstan was born near  
Glastonbury about the year 909, ten years after the death of King 
Alfred. During the Viking invasions of the ninth century,  
monasteries had been favourite targets of the invaders, and by 
Dunstan's time English monasticism had been wiped out. In its 
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Thanks were expressed to Peter Smart before he goes on his 
sabbatical.  During this time he will be a co-opted member of 
the Vestry. 
 
Next Meeting:  16th April 2018 
 
Social Committee 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who donated, worked very hard 
and attended the Spring Coffee morning on Saturday 14th 
April.  We raised just over £550 after we sold cakes after the 
10o’clock service on Sunday morning.  
Thank you for your hard work. 
There will be a committee morning on Tuesday 15th May at 
Val’s to discuss future events. 
 
Val Cadd (Social Convenor) 
 
Appointment of a new Bishop of Brechin 
 
The Preparatory Committee met in Dundee on 24th April. Its 
task was to interview a number of potential candidates and  
decide which should go forward onto the shortlist. The  
committee chose 4 candidates: 
 
Very Rev Andrew Swift - Dean of the Diocese of Argyll and 
The Isles 
Rev Markus Duenzkofer – Rector,�Church of St John the  
Evangelist, Edinburgh  
Very Rev Dr Francis Bridger – Dean of the Diocese of Brechin 
Very Rev Dr Jeffrey John – Dean, St Albans Cathedral 
 
These short-listed candidates will be interviewed by the  
Electoral Synod on 26th May. The Electoral Synod consists of all 
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during this time. 
 
The work on the Exhibition is due to start in June/July and 
filming for the App has already started. 
 
Joinery work should start soon, in particular, repairing the rails 
on the front pews. 
 
Hall:  The Wednesday Guides managed to wrench off the 
bar on the disabled toilet door.  This has been repaired by the 
guides. 
 
Rectory: The work on the rectory bathroom will start next 
Monday.  David has renewed the Landlord’s registration. 
 
Fund Raising/Social 
There will be a Book Browse on 7th April, and a Coffee Morning 
on 14th April. 
 
The fees for the Feein’ Market and Harbour Festival have been 
paid. 
 
PVG 
If we use photos of children on our website, we must obtain  
parental permission. 
 
AOCB 
David said the original web site details for the bell appeal were 
wrong.  He is to send out details to all church members. 
 
Anne reported that Far and Wide are celebrating their 25th  
anniversary this year.  There will be a flower/past projects  
festival at Fetteresso Church on 21st/22nd June. 
 


