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Editor's note: Joyce Carol Oates collaborates with John Duffy on Black Water, an opera based on her novel. The work will debut on April 24 - May 4 at the American Music Theatre Festival in Philadelphia. Here's an essay she wrote about the project for Philadelphia Playbill. When the outstanding American composer John Duffy first contacted me, inviting me
to collaborate with him in an opera based on my novel Black Water (1992), to be commissioned by the American Music Theatre Festival, I felt discouraged by the prospect of writing a libretto; though I have written many plays and books of poetry, never so much as reading an opera libretto; this genre was completely new to me. The task, however, was
insurmountable, as well as the opportunity to work with such a gifted and versatile composer. My first version of the libretto was very short, perhaps 10 pages long. Over the years, it has evolved into about 50 pages. The libretto is a radical distillation of work that, tuned to music as required to implement it, is a fundamentally emotional experience; these are
words that need to be translated into music, and to music that will be translated into emotions. This, however, does not mean that ideas - in fact, game and counter-game ideas - do not form the structural basis of the work as well. Black water is not about, but obviously spurred by a notorious event in American history; originally it was conceived as a dramatic
prose poem, written shortly after the Chappaquiddick incident in July 1969, because I was, like others, tormented by the thought of a young woman being caught in a car submerged in water, waiting and waiting to be rescued - if not the man who was driving the car at the time of the accident, the United States senator and then the emergency workers. But no
one came in time, though she waited for hours - Black water filled her lungs and she died. Like other women, and perhaps some men, I was appalled by the press's focus on the senator's future in politics after this public tragedy - would he, isn't he, right, running for president? The young woman seemed barely there; she is newsworthy only if her life,
unfortunately for her, crossed the life of a famous, powerful man from a famous, powerful American political family. Thinking of her, imagining her, I found myself recalling some English and Scottish traditional ballads in which an innocent young girl is seduced to ride a horse, with a knight of elves - or with the devil, or Death himself, official as an attractive,
seductive man. The seduction and betrayal of innocence by such a man, much embodied by a celebrity politician, seemed to me distinctly modern. And while the young women of our time with higher education are hardly in the naive, blindly gullible image of their mythical ancestors, they retain innocence of their idealism. I see that the idealism of Americans -
both sexes - is constantly betrayed, if not ridiculed, by the cynicism of our high-ranking politicians. Although first imagined in 1969, the novel Black Water was not written until 1990 - a very long period of pregnancy. His language is imagined as musical: a clear, rational day language, merged into hallucinatory, blurry and nightmarish night music, when the
consciousness of a young woman is surrendered by an encroaching death. Remade it as a libretto, I was thrilled to be able to give life - literally, giving a voice - to numerous characters, including a charismatic senator who was supposed to be relatively muted in a novel that is entirely the story of a young woman. The senator quickly became a man of
reasonable, if perhaps tragic, complexity; perhaps cruel, careless, unbelieved, but not vicious; not a villain. If he lets his young admirer drown, it's out of cowardice; fear of a politician who knows that his career will be ruined if he suffers bad press. The tragedy struck me as universal, and not just personal. The reviewer called the novel Black Water
Chappacaviddik's ballad. Ballads are spare, distilled dramatic poetry that tells usually simple stories. In contrast, opera is musically and emotionally complex, rather more similar to a novel; in the brilliantly memorable music written by John Duffy for this opera, we are not told about the experience, we are not just witnesses of his story, but share in it
emotionally. For such is the power of music that words can seek to evoke and only sometimes, rarely succeed.- Joyce Carol Oates For tickets, call UpStages (215) 893-1145. Pulitzer Prize-nominated novel from the author of the new York Times best-selling novel We were Mulvaney? Taut, powerfully imagined and beautifully written, Black Water ranks with
the best of Joyce Carol Oates already a long list of outstanding achievements. It can be read in one day, but like all good books, it continues to haunt us. - The New York Times Joyce Carol Oates took the shocking story that became an American myth and, from it, created a novel electrifying power and lighting. Kelly Kelleher is an idealistic, twenty-six-year-
old ?good girl when she meets a senator on the fourth in july. In a brilliantly woven story, we enter her past and her present, her mind and her body as she fatally attracts this elderly man, this hero, it is soon to be a lover. Kelly becomes the embodiment of the vulnerable, romantic dreams of bright and daring women brought to power that some men
command?at a party that takes on the quality of a surreal nightmare; in a tragic car ride that we hope against hope will not end as we know it must end. One of the recognized masters fiction, Joyce Carol Oates wrote a bold tour de force that parts black water to reveal the deep depths of human truth. Joyce Carol Oates was born on June 16, 1938, in
Lockport, New York. She holds a bachelor's degree in English from Syracuse University and a master's degree in English from the University of Wisconsin. He is the author of numerous novels and collections of short stories. Her works include We Were Mulvaney, Blonde, Bellefleur, You Have to Remember This because it's bittersweet because it's my heart,
solstice, Mary: life, and give me your heart. She has received numerous awards including the National Book Award for Them, the PEN/Malamud Award for Excellence in Short Fiction, and the F. Scott Fitzgerald Award for Lifetime Achievement in American Literature. She was a finalist for the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, Dark, Deep. She also wrote a series
of novels under the pseudonym Rosamond Smith. In 2015, her novel The Accursed became a bestseller on the iBooks chart. She worked as a professor of English at the University of Windsor before becoming Roger S. Berlind Emeritus Professor of Humanities at Princeton University. She and her late husband Raymond J. Smith worked in the small press
and published the literary magazine The Ontario Review. Black Water First edition coverAuthorJoyce Carol OatesCountryUnited StatesLanguageEnglishPublisherDuttonDeandnage DateIntern 1992Media TypePrint (paperback) Pages154 ppISBN978-0-525-93455-4OCLC24698779Dewey Decimal813/.54 20LC ClassPS3565.A8 B47 1992 Black Water - 1992
novella by Joyce Carol Oates. The plot of the book's summary begins with Kelly Kelleher in a car that plunges into dirty, swampy, black water. We learn about the events that led to the accident in flashbacks as she drowns: Kelly Kelleher attends a Fourth of July party hosted by her friend Buffy St. John and her lover, Ray Annick. She plans to stay with them
for the weekend. Buffy is the more mundane of the two young women; The irony of this is that it's totally out of character for Kelly to get herself into this situation. Ray invited the Senator, about whom Kelly wrote her thesis. He immediately interested in her sexually; he draws attention exclusively to her as the party stretches and they discuss their shared
political beliefs. He follows her to the beach, where he kisses her, and then invites her to come with him to the hotel by ferry. As she packs her bags, Buffy tries to convince her not to go or go later, but Kelly thinks it's a once-in-a-lifetime chance and goes with him despite the fact that he was drinking and that she's not quite sure she's ready for any kind of
relationship. Senator is drunk and takes the old Ferry Road, not the new one; he rides recklessly and right over the fence into the swamp. We find later that if he had done turn, the car would probably have fallen into the water a short distance down the road on the old bridge. The car sinks the passenger side by side. At this point, the senator uses Kelly's body
to throw himself up, out of the driver's side door. She tries to hold on to him to pull herself to freedom; he kicks her, leaving his shoe in his hand. Kelly, badly wounded and delirious, constantly imagines that he will return to save her, and that he went for help. She repeatedly imagines seeing him outside the car, or that she feels like the car is shaking as he
tries to get her. She trusts the senator for the rest of her life, sure he will save her; it is quite possible that because of this, she misses very important clear moments in which she could save herself. In fact, the senator came across an open phone booth, carefully staying away from the eyes of passing cars to call Ray Annick. He tells Annick that Kelly became
emotional and pushed the wheel because she was drunk, thereby causing an accident, and that she was already dead. Meanwhile, Kelly keeps an eye on the ever-shrinking air bubble at the top of the car. She panics and imagines that she is rescued and sent to the hospital, where black water is pumped out of her stomach; this parallels an episode from
college in which a roommate tried to kill himself and had to have her stomach pumped. Kelly gets her images of experience from the description of another girl. The reader also learns about Kelly's own duel with suicidal thoughts and depression caused by the end of the relationship; she decided she wanted her life, that she wanted to live, and that was one
of the reasons why she decided to leave the party with the senator in the first place. She also repeatedly introduces her parents, and how she will explain to them that she is a good girl and claims that the senator and his wife are separated, his children have grown up, and that their cause is not harmful. She remembers an article she wrote opposing the death
penalty, in which she detailed the more horrific and painful aspects of various methods of execution; it underlines the cruelty and horror of her death. As she grows closer and closer to death, her hallucinations become more vivid until she imagines her parents very old, watching her being pulled out of the water in horror. She imagines herself as a child, drawn
to being carried. The book ends with a line that repeats throughout the book: How Black Water filled her lungs and she died. Characters Elizabeth Ann Kelleher, a.k.a. Kelly Kelleher. The main character. She works for the Civil Investigation Journal. She wrote her thesis on the senator. She is twenty-six years old and suffers from acne and anorexia. U.S.
Senator, Democrat He is not audible, aggressive driver, tall and likes to drink. He has been married for thirty years, although he is separated from his wife. Artie Kelleher, Kelly's father. He's a staunch Republican. Madeleine Kelleher, Kelly's mother. Uncle Babcock, not hearing Uncle Kelly. Grandpa Ross, Kelly's grandfather. Buffy St. John, Kelly's best friend,
was her roommate at Brown University. She is also twenty-six years old and works for Boston After Hours magazine. Ray Annick, Buffy's boyfriend. A mature lawyer who's friends with a senator. Lisa Gardner, the girl who tried to commit suicide in college. Laura, Lisa's twin sister, who also tried to commit suicide before college. Roman's cultural references
make several references to modern political and popular culture. Republican presidents George H.W. Bush and Ronald Reagan are both castigated in the narrative, while Bobby Kennedy and the Vietnam War are called representing the warm Democratic era. Chapter 24, the senator mentions the 1991 Gulf War. The Beatles song Eleanor Rigby (1966) plays
on the radio in Chapter 9, echoing the prosody of the novel. (quote needed) The Education of Henry Adams (1907) is cited in chapter 32. The story parallels the 1969 Chappaquiddick accident in which Mary Jo Copechne drowned. In an interview with the New York Times, the author said she began taking notes for the novel in 1969, after Oates felt the horror
of charm and empathy for the victim who was in a car driven by Senator Edward Kennedy. (But Ms. Oates insists that Black Water is not about Chappacwyddik per se. The literary and critically acclaimed Black Water finalist for the National Book Critics Award in 1992 and was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in 1993. Rocky Mountain News, The Times, and
Entertainment Weekly all listed Black Water as one of Joyce Carol Oates' best books. In 1993, the composer John Duffy invited Outes to adapt Black Water into an opera; seeing this as an opportunity to rewrite the work (she expanded the role of senator), Oates began working on the libretto. The first workshop of the opera Black Water took place in 1995,
and premiered at the American Festival of Musical Theatres in April 1997. In the same year, composer Jeremy Beck also wrote to Outsa asking for the permission of Black Water into a soprano and piano monodrama. Oates gave Beck permission to do so, pointing out that she was creating a libretto for the Duffy project herself, but noting that their respective
approaches would lead to very different opera productions. Beca's monodrama was first premiered in a concert version in 1995 at the University of Northern Iowa; it didn't get its stage premiere April 2016, at the Center for Contemporary Opera Production at the Talia Symphony Space Theater in New York. In 2007, The New York Times Book Review editor
Dwight Garner wrote that Amanda Plummer's cool, dark story about Black Water was the best tape book ever recorded. References to presidents are mentioned in Chapters 12 and 15, respectively. The Democratic era refers to Chapter 9. Richard Bausch (May 10, 1992). BOOKS (BLACK WATER Joyce Carol Oates): Her thoughts during drowning. The New
York Times. Received on October 29, 2008. Davis, Dwayne. Joyce Carol Oates for Mannequins, Where to Start, Onto Novels (series of articles), Rocky Mountain News, 2003-06-13. Received in 2008-10-29. Freeman, John. Joyce Carol Oates, close and personal, The Times, 2007-08-11. Received in 2008-10-28. Book News: Daily Consumption of Oates,
Entertainment Weekly, 2007-07-06. Received in 2008-10-29. Smith, Dinicia. Writers fascinated by the freedom of opera, The New York Times, 1995-09-28. Received in 2008-10-29. Black Water: American Opera, Heavenly Watch: Joyce Carol Oates' homepage. Received in 2008-10-29. Jeremy Beck - Black Water. Received on May 12, 2016. Symphonic
Space - CCO Gifts. Received on May 12, 2016. Garner, Dwight. TBR: Inside the List, The New York Times, 2007-06-17. Received in 2008-10-29. Received from (novella) oldid-927270350 (novella)-oldid-927270350 black water joyce carol oates pdf. black water joyce carol oates summary. black water joyce carol oates analysis. black water joyce carol oates
themes. black water joyce carol oates review. black water joyce carol oates download. black water joyce carol oates quotes. black water joyce carol oates amazon
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