




http://www.theobcc.org/

1. Brown Pelican (Pelecanus ocadentalls) - year-round resident
2. American White Pelican (Pelecanus eryth\@rhynchos) — seasonal
winter visitor, especially .ai Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge
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Brown Pelicans do not sleep on open beaches at ight. They prefer safe,
and human disturbance.
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Where Brown Pelicans Raise
(Nesting Grounds)

Young

Brown Pelicans nest in colonies, typic

Remote undeveloped islands
Dredge-spoil islands
Vegetated marsh islands
Sandy, shrub-covered barrier island r '
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Important Note for the Outer Banks

Brown Pelicans rarely nest directly o anfront beaclies of the
Outer Banks, because the barrier isl too frequentlfand have
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. Bright whitef V==~ |
« Richer yellow reheads 1
- Very dark chestiut
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This is their breeding
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« They spot fish from 20-60 feet high. e
o Fold wings and dive headfirst into the water.
o Their throat pouch expands to scoop fish + wa
o They drain water and swallow fish head-first.

Feeding Habitat:

o Surf zone
e Nearshore waters p
o lInlets — TN .
- T Sound margins with schools of baitfish
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American White Pelican at Pea Island
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)

Appearance

. Bright white plumage
. Black primary feathers
« Huge orange bill

« Wingspan up to 9 feet

When and Why They Visit

American White Pelicans are winter vj
Pea Island’s:

« North Pond
« New Field PG

. Salt flats andg
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At Pea Island NWR, AmerlcarrWhlte Pelle,ans commonly steep on:

!’
. Interior refugeislands within mpoundmeng

« Shallow sandbars. _ -
. Vegetated dike edges 1
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. Quiet pond shorelines away from public acfgss
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They sleep in tight groups, often huddled on open ground where they have
clear visibility and safety.
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Where White Pelicans Raise Their Young

White Pelicans do not nest anywhere in the Outer Banks or North
Carolina.

Their nesting sites are far away:

. The Dakotas

« Minnesota

. Alberta & Saskatchewan )
« Western interior wetlands and i \ ds
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American White Pelican Primary Food Sources

White Pelicans have a completely different feeding strategy from Brown Pelicans.
Primary Food So?rces
Wihite Pelicansyrefer freshwater and brackish fish in shallow impoundments, lakes, and marshes.

Main Prey Species:
e Gizzard sl:nad'\
e Minnows
e Carp (small)
e Catfish (young)
e Smelt
e Perch
e Small bass
o Sticklebacks
o Killifish
e Crayfish (common in iylla
¢ Amphibians (occasio'nall,

At Pea Island NWR, they [
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e Crabs (Very rarely) — -
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How They Feed*

e Menhadenywh
e Mullet
o. Silversi
e Pinfish
e Small fi
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White Pelicans do not plunge-dive. Instead, they use cooperative ioraging:

o Groups form semicircles or lines. « e
o They herd fish into tight clusters.
e They dip their heads and scoop prey with synchronized motion. -
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This is especially visible at Pea Island impoundments, where shallow ponds make fish easier to catch.
Feeding Habitat:

¢ Inland lakes -

e Shallow marsh ponds

¢ Impoundments at Pea Island NWR .

e Quiet soundside waters ‘- —



Pelican Conservation in the Outer Banks

Major Threats
1 . Entanglement in fishing gear
\ . Habitat loss and sea-level rise

« Human disturbance on sandbars
« Storm-driven overwash events
\YETql vollutiont
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~« Avoid approchi"ﬁ'g rdosti g flocks ;
- Keep dogs away from wildlife zones .

\ \4oiies Respect signage at-Pea Island NWR
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« Fly.drones near birds

- Land kayaks on posted iSIandsor sandbars
"« ‘Disturb sleeping roosts at.sunset or after dark
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"American White
Pelican

Feeding Meth / y nge-dives from the Scoops + cooperative
{ air feeding

Habitat /4 N,grme coastlines, surf Freshwater & brackish
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https://www.audubon.org/
https://www.ncwildlife.org/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/pea-island

